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Dr. (Lt. Col.) Phillip Ritchey, 69, right, was asked by the Army to come back to active duty for a tour in Baghdad. Ritchey,

an ophthalmologist who graduated from West Point in 1957 and served a year in Vietnam, accepted the invitation. Both the

Army and Marine Corps are seeking retirees who are willing to return to service to fill positions stressed by Iraq rotations.
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States

Abduction of senator’s wife: One of
two men charged with abducting the

wife of U.S. Sen. Judd Gregg from her
home in 2003 admitted his role and was
sentenced to 15 years in prison.

Christopher Forbes, 33, who has no fixed
address, pleaded guilty to robbery and ab-
duction Monday in Fairfax County Circuit
Court. His sentence was part of a plea agree-
ment.

Forbes and another man abducted Kath-
leen Gregg from her home in McLean, Va.,
on Oct. 7, 2003. Neither Kathleen Gregg nor
her husband, the senior Republican senator
from New Hampshire, attended Monday’s
hearing.

Forbes’ alleged accomplice, Michael
Pierre, 26, of Upper Marlboro, Md., is ex-
pected to plead guilty to the same charges
next week, an assistant commonwealth’s at-
torney, told The Washington Post.

Renewing wedding vows: Thousands of
couples joined Arkansas Gov. Mike Hucka-
bee and first lady Janet Huckabee in renew-
ing their wedding vows at a Valentine’s Day
ceremony supporting the state’s voluntary
covenant-marriage law that makes divorce
harder to obtain.

Before the Huckabees renewed their wed-
ding vows, they signed legal papers convert-
ing their 30-year marriage to a covenant
marriage. Organizers of the event did not
ask other couples to convert their marriag-
es.

Gun photo in yearbook: A federal judge
has refused to delay publication of a high
school yearbook while a student fights to in-
clude a photo showing him posing with a
shotgun.

Londonderry (N.H.) High School officials
told Blake Douglass he couldn’t use the
photo as his senior portrait, but offered to
publish it in a specially created “community
sports” section so he could show his interest
in trapshooting.

Douglass rejected the offer and sued, ar-
guing that for 20 years the yearbook has in-
cluded photos of students “posing with
weapons or simulated weapons, making of-
fensive gestures [and] referencing the use
of alcohol by minors.” He claimed the
school was discriminating against him
based on his hobby, violating his freedom of
expression.

Deadly immigrant smuggling case: A fed-
eral appeals court overturned a judge’s
order that two juries should decide the fate
of a truck driver accused in the deaths of 19
illegal immigrants.

The three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Houston also de-
nied prosecutors’ request to remove the
judge presiding over the trial of Tyrone Will-
iams, of Schenectady, New York.

Williams, who is black, is seeking an opin-
ion from the U.S. Supreme Court on wheth-
er his race was a factor in federal prosecu-
tors’ decision to seek the death penalty
against him. He is the only one of 14 defen-
dants in the case facing capital punishment.

Aleutian freighter cleanup: Salvage and
cleanup operations of a freighter that
wrecked in the Aleutian Islands, off the Alas-
kan coast, have been shut down until spring,
the Coast Guard said Monday.

Salvage crews since January removed

from the remains of the Selendang Ayu, in-
cluding 127,784 gallons of intermediate fuel
oil and 11,523 gallons of diesel, or about 30
percent of the fuel the freighter was carry-
ing, Coast Guard Adm. James Olson said.

The rest — more than 321,000 gallons of
fuel oil and an unknown amount of diesel —
is presumed lost in the Bering Sea.

Newspaper sues governor: A federal
judge ruled that Maryland Gov. Robert Ehr-
lich can freeze out two reporters from The
(Baltimore) Sun by barring all state employ-
ees from talking to the journalists.

U.S. District Judge William Quarles on
Monday dismissed the newspaper’s lawsuit,
saying the paper wrongly asserted a greater
right to access to government officials than
private citizens have.

HealthSouth, Medicare debacle: Health-
South Corp. booked singers like Faith Hill,
Reba McIntire and the band Alabama for its
annual management meetings at Walt Dis-
ney World between 1996 and 2001 — then
billed Medicare to cover the cost, according
to a report in The Birmingham News.

HealthSouth had previously acknowl-
edged improperly billing Medicare for lav-
ish entertainment and other expenses as
part of a $325 million settlement announced
by the Justice Department in December,
but the agreement did not mention who per-
formed at the meetings.

World

Philippine fighting: The president vowed
Tuesday to forge ahead with a major mili-
tary offensive against Muslim militants in
the southern Philippines that is believed to
have prompted deadly bombings in three cit-
ies.

“The desperation of the enemy cannot be
underestimated, even as it lies in the throes
of defeat,” President Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo said in a statement.

The entire 114,000-member national po-
lice force was on high alert for further at-
tacks.

Iran nuclear agreement: Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamel Kharrazi said Tuesday he
was hopeful his country could reach a fruit-
ful agreement with European Union coun-
tries on Iran’s nuclear activities.

The European Union is trying to persuade
Iran to abandon its uranium enrichment pro-
gram, which the United States fears could
be used to manufacture nuclear weapons.
Iran insisted again Tuesday that its nuclear
activities are peaceful.

Spain building fire: The 32-story Madrid
office building gutted by fire over the week-
end had no automatic sprinkler system be-
cause it was 10 feet under the minimum
height mandating such equipment, city hall
said Tuesday.

The city’s fire code, in force since 2003,
says automatic fire extinguishers must be in-
stalled in buildings where people live or
work at heights of 330 feet or higher.

Mourning Sister Lucia: Flags flew at
half-staff Tuesday in Portugal on a day of na-
tional mourning for Sister Lucia, the last of
three shepherd children who claimed to
have seen the Virgin Mary during 1917 ap-
paritions in Fatima.

Lucia’s coffin was taken from the convent
in Coimbra, where she lived since 1948, to
the city’s cathedral for a funeral service.
She died Sunday, at age 97, of apparent
heart failure.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Flooding disaster: A woman and her daughter arrive at La Guaira airport after being rescued

from a beach in Venezuela on Thursday. Troops in helicopters shuttled food, water and

medical supplies to remote towns where dozens of people were missing after devastating

floods and landslides that have killed at least 86 people in Venezuela and Colombia.
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A week at Vilseck’s ‘mini-base’
means perks amid procedures

BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

With about 2,000 3rd Brigade Combat
Team troops returning from Iraq in the
coming weeks, officials at their home base
in Vilseck, Germany, have arranged to pro-
vide them with all the essentials of a suc-
cessful reintegration: plasma TVs, hot
dogs and portable toilets that play music
when a soldier opens the door.

The amenities are some of the perks in
the newest version of the tent cities set up
recently in Germany to usher 1st Infantry
Division troops through the seven-day re-
deployment process that tops off a mission
to Iraq, said Greg Fobell, project manager
for the Vilseck center.

Carpeted floors, Internet access and the
musical lavatories are some of the little ex-
tras included in the $2 million “mini-base”
opened at Vilseck this week to ease the 3rd
Brigade back into life in Germany.

The reintegration center is based on a
concept first tried out in Baumholder that
has now spread to other bases including
Schweinfurt, Würzburg and Kitzingen, Fo-
bell said.

The tent cities consolidate all of a base’s
administrative offices into a small area
where soldiers can attend reintegration
briefings and safety meetings just steps
away from booths where they can register
their car or meet with a bank representa-
tive.

But the mini-bases also have evolved to
include leisure areas for the troops. At
Vilseck, one of the six hard-shell tents is
specifically dedicated as an R&R center,
where soldiers can get a slice of pizza and
watch TV between visits with a family ser-
vices coordinator or financial consultant,
Fobell said.

The 640-square-meter tents are large
enough to handle hundreds of troops at a
time, and will remain standing until the bri-
gade finishes its redeployment in about six
weeks, he said.

Though the temporary tent city comes
with a high price tag, Fobell said it’s worth
the cost to properly thank soldiers for their
service in Iraq.

“A $2 million thank-you isn’t too much,”
he said.

E-mail Ben Murray at:
Murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Almost 2,000 more
1st ID troops back
from duty in Iraq
Runway problems in war zone
delay flights, but GIs now home

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

WÜRZBURG, Germany — Despite a bat-
tered runway in Iraq that delayed a day’s
worth of homecoming flights, 1,950 more
1st Infantry Division soldiers have flown
home to Germany since late last week.

Damage to an airfield runway at For-
ward Operating Base Speicher, the former
Iraqi air base in Tikrit, prompted officials
to move three Friday flights to Balad Air
Base, said Lt. Col. Keith Sledd, the divi-
sion’s logistics officer.

Most 1st ID soldiers have been flying
out of Speicher. The shift meant that
CH-47 Chinook helicopters had to ferry
about 300 troops to Balad, delaying their
returns for up to 24 hours. Sledd said the
Air Force made extra C-17 cargo aircraft
available so the division wouldn’t fall far
behind in flying troops back to Germany.

“We were back on schedule by Satur-
day,” Sledd said.

Since Saturday, the largest group of sol-
diers have come from the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team and the 106th Finance Bat-
talion in Schweinfurt; and from the 121st
Signal Battalion and the 4th Battalion, 3rd
Air Defense Artillery Regiment, out of
Kitzingen.

The former Al Sahra air base in Tikrit
has two runways: a sturdy 10,000-foot strip
made of concrete, and a softer 7,300-foot
asphalt one. Sledd said the United States
bombed the longer runway during first
Gulf War, damage that is just now being re-
paired.

The shorter runway has been used for al-
most a year by smaller C-23 and C-130
transport and cargo aircraft. In January,
the Air Force also certified it for use by
heavier C-17s. That meant the Big Red
One could send its troops directly home
from Iraq.

“That has really helped us out,” said
Capt. William Coppernoll, a 1st ID spokes-
man. “It’s allowed us to bypass going down
to Kuwait.”

Sledd said workers conducting a routine
inspection after a C-17 departure Thurs-
day night discovered small potholes — he
called them “scuff marks” — in the asphalt
runway. Unable to determine the full ex-
tent of the damage at night, he ordered the
next day’s flights diverted to Balad.

Engineers inspected the damage the
next day and were able to make short-term
repairs within a few hours, allowing flights
to resume. Meanwhile, Sledd said, repairs
to the long runway and its adjacent taxi-
way are expected to be complete within
days. When it is ready, the Army plans to
close the shorter strip and resurface it.

He said the last 1st ID flights are expect-
ed to leave Tikrit by the end of this week.
Then the focus will shift to Balad, a more
convenient departure point for 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team troops in the eastern
half of the division’s sector, which stretch-
es from west of Tikrit east to the Iranian
border.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Departure ceremony set

GIEBELSTADT, Germany — The 12th
Aviation Brigade will hold a departure cer-
emony for its Afghanistan-bound units at
11 a.m. Thursday at its airfield in Giebel-
stadt, said Capt. James Barber, the bri-
gade’s personnel officer.

The brigade headquarters is scheduled
to deploy next month along with some of its
subordinate units:

� Company F of the 159th Aviation Regi-
ment, a CH-47 Chinook transport company
known as “Big Windy”;

� 3rd Battalion, 158th Aviation Regi-
ment, a UH-60 Black Hawk battalion;

� 7th Battalion, 159th Aviation Regi-
ment, an aviation maintenance battalion.

All served in Iraq during the first rota-
tion of troops in 2003-’04.

The ceremony will be held in the “Big
Windy” hangar. It originally was to be held
Tuesday, along with a ceremony transfer-
ring authority of two other 12th Aviation
units to the 1st Armored Division’s 4th Bri-
gade, based in Hanau, Germany.

The transfer ceremony will be some
time in March, Barber said.

From staff reports

PHOTOS BY RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Comedian Cory “Zooman” Miller gets a servicemember laughing while having lunch and
signing autographs for soldiers at the Touch of Home dining facility in Hanau, Germany,
on Tuesday. Miller will be performing in military communities in Germany this week.

Comedy
tour is
divine
for GIs

Right: Miller thanks soldiers for
their hard work and sacrifice.
Below: Miller signs an auto-
graph for 1st Lt. Derrick Carter.
Miller, along with fellow comedi-
an Robert L. Hines and host
Jason Andors, will be perform-
ing in Mannheim on Thursday,
Wurzburg on Friday and Hanau
on Saturday in the MWR-spon-
sored 2005 Urban Comedy
Tour. Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance and $15 at the door.
Contact MWR for more details.
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BY RON JENSEN

Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — Air
Force engineers build a bit of ev-
erything in Iraq, from a blood stor-
age area and a postal receiving
site to a water purification system
and security walls for helicopters.

They even designed a road
from Kuwait to Baghdad.

And they’re doing it for the
Army.

“[The Army] said they’ve run
out. They’ve taken a heavy toll,”
said Lt. Col. Kyle Hicks, com-
mander of the 732nd Expedition-
ary Civil Engineer Squadron at
Balad in December. “They’ve run
short of engineers.”

“We fulfill our engineering re-
quirement for one year and the
Army takes it back for one year,”
said Hicks, who is stationed at
Charleston Air Force Base, S.C.

Hicks said this is newly plowed
ground, attaching Air Force engi-
neers to the Army.

“It’s never been done before,”
he said.

But, he said, all services send
their engineers to the same initial
course at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., for four to nine weeks of
basic training.

“You might have six soldiers,
six airmen and six sailors all in
the same class,” he said.

But then they go their separate
ways. Normally, he said, the
Army engineers are supporting
combat troops, building bridges
so they can move the fight for-
ward. The Air Force, meanwhile,
is hundreds of miles from the
front establishing and maintain-
ing bases.

Unlike many Air Force units

that draw one or two people from
a variety of bases to form a de-
ployed squadron, the engineers
go everywhere as a team. In Iraq,
they go for a six-month tour.

“The big advantage is, we al-
ready know one another,” said
the Detachment 6 commander,
Maj. Tim Fuller, who is from
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

While the groups work togeth-
er, they also find themselves
working with other service
branches in Iraq, which brings
much different rewards.

“It’s great,” said Maj. Phillip
Landeros, who has designed re-
pairs for damaged bridges in
Baqouba and Beiji. “If I wasn’t at-
tached to the Army, I wouldn’t be

going outside the wire. They let
me participate in the war.”

He also designed an abutment
for a bridge being built by the Ma-
rines across the Tigris.

Working for the Army isn’t bad,
said several airmen from Fuller’s
detachment. They’ve learned the
Army is not as rough and tumble
as they thought and they’ve

taught the soldiers that airmen
aren’t as pampered as the sol-
diers believed.

“We’re not really that differ-
ent,” said Airman Timothy How-
ell. “It’s a new learning experi-
ence. It’s good that we’re doing
it.”

Senior Airman Michael Ramba-
ran said his time with Marines
taught him more than just lessons
in bridge building.

“It’s hard work. I thought we
worked hard in the Air Force ...,”
he said. “I’ll go out with the Ma-
rines any day.”

Staff Sgt. Casey Treadway said
working in Iraq is not much differ-
ent than working at Eglin, other
than not having a cold beer at the
end of the day.

“It’s a little more dustier and
the equipment’s not as good,” he
said, adding that the loaders, doz-
ers and dump trucks have been
beaten up by the high tempo and
harsh environment.

Treadway has an engineer’s so-
lution to the dust problem.

“If we could pave [Iraq],” he
said, “we’d be all right.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:

jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — The first
Americans to visit this base just south of
the Alps didn’t come bearing the tradition-
al flowers or dessert. They dropped
bombs.

As Brig. Gen. Philip Breedlove, com-
mander of the 31st Fighter Wing, noted
Tuesday during a ceremony marking 50
years of American Air Force units at Avi-
ano, times have changed.

Today, he said, Aviano represents “a
great symbol of our joint national interest.”

Breedlove, the 37th American command-
er since the 7207th Air Base Squadron
moved to Aviano from Giebelstadt, Germa-
ny, joined Col. Rosario Scarpolini, the Ital-
ian base commander, in looking at the
base’s history.

The 50-year partnership, Scarpolini
said, “created a collaboration that, especial-
ly during the Cold War, guaranteed stabili-
ty and security to Italy at large and its
northeastern corner in particular.”

Breedlove agreed that the base’s role
during the Cold War is “probably its most
important contribution,” though most of

the attention the base garnered was gener-
ated decades later.

The 7207th was activated on Feb. 16,
1955. Some American units had used Avi-
ano as temporary housing before heading
on to Udine, but the 7207th was the first
unit assigned to the base.

The first American troops mostly were

charged with monitoring the skies and
teaching Italian counterparts how to use
their equipment. In 1957, the 7207th gave
way to the 7227th Support Group. In 1966,
the 40th Tactical Group was activated on
base. It proved to be the longest tenant,
changing its name to the 40th Tactical Sup-
port Wing in 1990 before deactivating two

years later.

Breedlove termed the American pres-
ence until then “a very important opera-
tion, but a small one.”

That started to change in 1992 when the
401st Fighter Wing moved from Torrejon
Air Base, Spain, to Aviano.

Two years later, with the base’s popula-
tion growing substantially, the 31st Fighter
Wing was activated.

By then, Aviano had taken a substantial
role in NATO’s actions in the Balkans.
Breedlove termed the base the “forefront
of our nation’s endeavors overseas.”

That was especially true in 1999 when
more than 190 aircraft from five countries
flew sorties from the base, forcing Yugo-
slav forces out of Kosovo.

The base has grown substantially both in
population and infrastructure since a few
hundred airmen arrived in 1955. Today,
more than 4,000 airmen are stationed at
Aviano and the United States and NATO
continue to pour millions of dollars into fa-
cilities for them.

Scarpolini, the 16th Italian base command-
er since 1955, said Aviano has been so suc-
cessful because of the cooperation between
the Italian hosts and their American guests.

“A continued Italian-U.S. cooperation
can only raise national and world security
to the higher and higher level we all wish,”
he said.

E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Air Force engineers lend a helping hand to Army

Aviano Air Base
marks its history

KENT HARRIS/Stars and Stripes

Brig. Gen. Philip Breedlove, left, of the 31st Fighter Wing commander, and Col. Rosario

Scarpolini, the Italian base commander, mark the 50th anniversary Tuesday of American

units at Aviano Air Base, Italy.

Celebrating a 50-year partnership with U.S.

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

Air Force Staff Sgt. Darryl Guppy, of the 372nd Engineer Group, surveys a bridge on the Tigris River in Iraq
in December. Air Force engineers attached to the Army were helping the Marines build the bridge and have
helped build a little bit of everything, from a postal receiving site to a water water purification system.

It’s hard work. I

thought we

worked hard in

the Air Force ... .

I’ll go out with

the Marines

any day.

Senior Airman

Michael Rambaran
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BY CHRIS TOMLINSON

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. raids net-
ted 53 suspected insurgents
across Iraq on Tuesday, as U.S.
and Iraqi forces sought to end the
frequent bombings and ambush-
es that have taken a high toll on
Iraqi security forces.

U.S. and Iraqi troops swept
through Latifiyah, 25 miles south
of Baghdad, and detained 35 sus-
pected insurgents, a spokesman
for Iraqi National Guard forces in
the area said on condition of ano-
nymity.

West of Baghdad, the 256th Bri-
gade from the Louisiana National
Guard detained 10 suspects dur-
ing a four-hour operation that con-
cluded before dawn Tuesday, the
military said in a statement.

Soldiers from the 10th Moun-
tain Division brought in three sus-
pects following raids in central
Baghdad just before midnight
Tuesday.

In a separate joint operation in
northern Iraq, Iraqi and Ameri-
can forces detained five other sus-
pected insurgents during raids in
the Mosul area, the U.S. military
said in a statement.

U.S. officials decline to provide
any additional details on the oper-
ations. The suspects were de-
tained for further questioning,
the military statement added.

Two Iraqi policemen were
killed and another two wounded
when a bomb exploded near a
highway in the western part of
Baghdad, Capt. Ahmed Ismael of
the interior ministry said.

Gunmen and U.S. troops ex-
changed automatic weapons fire
in the area around Baghdad’s no-
torious Haifa Street on Tuesday,
police and witnesses said. The
gunbattle lasted between 10 to 15
minutes, and U.S. troops sealed
off the area afterward, said police-
man Salam Mohammed. No casu-
alties were reported.

Elsewhere in the capital, a
bomb exploded along a highway
in the western Baghdad neighbor-
hood of Ghazaliya, killing one ci-
vilian and seriously wounding a
policeman, a police officer said
on condition of anonymity. Foot-
age from Associated Press Televi-
sion News showed a white police
SUV littered with holes from fly-
ing shrapnel after the blast.

Kidnappers released Kahra-
man Sadikoglu, president of the
Istanbul-based Tuzla Shipyard,
late Monday, a Foreign Ministry
official said. He was flown to
Baghdad after spending the
evening at a British base in south-
ern Iraq and was scheduled to re-
turn to Turkey later Tuesday
through Jordan.

The ministry official did not
give further details, but newspa-

per reports said Sadikoglu was re-
leased after his family paid hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in
ransom. Sadikoglu was apparent-
ly abducted after leaving the
southern city of Basra on Dec. 16.

His kidnappers later sent a
video to a Turkish media organi-
zation in Iraq in which he ap-
peared alongside a weeping em-
ployee, saying they were being
treated well by their captors.

In the tape, Sadikoglu said he
was working for the United Na-

tions and the Iraqi government on
a project clearing harbors of sunk-
en ships.

Sabah newspaper said his cap-
tors initially demanded $25 mil-
lion in ransom, but later lowered
the demand to a few hundred
thousand dollars.

Insurgents in Iraq have kid-
napped more than 190 foreigners
during a bloody campaign to
force U.S.-led coalition troops to
leave Iraq. Many have been
killed; others remain in captivity,
have been released for ransom,
freed or have escaped.

BY JAMIE TARABAY

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The contest to
be Iraq’s next prime minister nar-
rowed Tuesday after the
French-educated finance minis-
ter removed himself from consid-
eration in the ranks of the Shiite
alliance, making it a two-man
race, party spokesmen said.

The United Iraqi Alliance,
which has provisionally won
more than half the seats in the
new National Assembly, has been
left with two main contenders, in-
terim Vice President Ibrahim
al-Jaafari and Ahmad Chalabi,
the former Pentagon favorite.

Representatives for both men
claimed their candidate was the
front-runner.

“There is almost a general con-
sensus between most of the main
political parties in the alliance on
the nomination of Ibrahim al-Jaa-
fari,” said Adnan Ali, his chief of
staff.

Ali said there would be no an-
nouncement for two days.

In related news, Iraq’s Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission said
Tuesday that it received at least
six complaints from political
groups challenging the results of
the Jan. 30 elections.

“We received six complaints

until now, but there other com-
plaints sent by e-mail and we
haven’t retrieved them yet,” Adel
al-Lami, an official with the elec-
toral commission said.

One complaint came from a
group that lost the election, re-
questing a recount, al-Lami said.
He added that a number of com-
plaints are already being handled
by the committee responsible for
counting ballots.

Parties have until Wednesday

to challenge the results.

Hussein al-Mousawi, a spokes-
man for the Shiite Political Coun-
cil, an umbrella group for 38 Shi-
ite political parties, said Chalabi
would most likely be the next
prime minister.

Al-Mousawi said 80 of the esti-
mated 140 alliance members ex-
pected to take part in the newly
elected National Assembly fa-
vored Chalabi.

Finance Minister Adel Abdul

Mahdi agreed to withdraw as a
candidate in return for unspeci-
fied concessions, said Humam
Hamoudi, a spokesman for the al-
liance, who said al-Jaafari was
most likely to be its candidate.

Alliance representatives met
Tuesday with their religious lead-
ers in the holy city of Najaf to dis-
cuss the choice for premier.

An aide to Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, the spiritual leader of
Iraqi Shiites, said that so far, “offi-

cial and unofficial delegations ar-
rived in Najaf and left without
reaching any agreements.”

They were to return Wednes-
day to continue talks, the aide
said, on condition of anonymity.

The clergy-backed United
Iraqi Alliance won 48 percent of
the vote for the National Assem-
bly, the Kurdish alliance won 26
percent, and Allawi, a secular Shi-
ite who supported strong ties to
Washington, won only 14 percent.
That could make the Kurds, who
like the Shiites were oppressed
under Saddam Hussein, the king-
makers in the new Iraq.

The Kurds already have said
they want Jalal Talabani, a Sunni
Kurd and leader of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan, to be presi-
dent. No other candidates have
stepped forward.

The National Assembly’s first
task is to elect a president and
two vice presidents by a
two-thirds majority. The three
then choose a new prime minis-
ter, subject to assembly approval.
All the top positions are expected
to be worked out in advance.

Both al-Jaafari, a physician who
lived in London before serving on
the now-disbanded Iraqi Govern-
ing Council, and Chalabi would
give the new Shiite-dominated gov-
ernment a Western accent.

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,463
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,113
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is eight higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Monday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,325 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,004 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according
to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

� One U.S. soldier was
killed Monday when a road-
side bomb struck his patrol
near Baqouba, Iraq.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� Air Force Staff Sgt. Ray
Rangel, 29, San Antonio; died
Sunday during a canal rescue
in Balad, Iraq; assigned to the
7th Civil Engineering Squad-
ron, Dyess Air Force Base,
Texas.

BY SINAN SALAHEDDIN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — An influential Sunni Muslim
group and more than two dozen Sunni and Shiite
parties that boycotted the recent Iraqi elections
said Tuesday they would only join the political pro-
cess to draft a new constitution later this year if the
government sets a timetable for the withdrawal of
American troops.

The National Anti-Occupation Forces, a political
grouping formed late last year, also said in state-
ment that the resistance forces struggling against
American troops and their allies should be recog-
nized as legitimate.

The group did not specify whether it was refer-
ring to the insurgency that’s been behind more than
a year of bloody attacks, bombings, kidnappings, be-
headings and assassination attempts.

“If an obvious and declared timetable for with-
drawing occupation forces from Iraq was set, then
the Iraqi National Anti-Occupation Forces will join
the national dialogue and [help] draft the constitu-
tion,” the group said in a statement. “The Iraqi re-
sistance and its legitimate right in defending its
country should be recognized.”

The political coalition brings together the
anti-American Association of Muslim Scholars, an
influential Sunni group of hardline clerics which
has suspected ties to the insurgents, with 27 politi-
cal and religious parties, including the Al-Sadr
Movement of firebrand Shiite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr.

U.S. authorities have repeatedly said there
should be no deadline for a troop pullout, saying
they would do so when Iraqi troops are able to take
over responsibility for security themselves, a posi-
tion supported by the interim Iraqi government.

Raids net 53 suspected militants U.S. deaths
in Iraq

U.S. pullout key to constitutional participation

AP

U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment soldiers secure the

scene Tuesday after suspected insurgents set fire to a truck carrying

communications cable in Mosul, Iraq.

Businessman from Turkey
released by his kidnappers

Race to become Iraq’s next prime minister narrows
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BY BRAD CAIN

The Associated Press

CORVALLIS, Ore. — At a time
when the National Guard is
stressed by long combat tours
and mounting casualties in Iraq,
states are finding creative ways
to show their appreciation for the
troops.

In Oregon, the governor and
lawmakers have introduced more
than a dozen bills to give tax
breaks, college tuition aid and
even free hunting and fishing li-
censes to troops.

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richard-
son signed a bill on Feb. 2 making
his state the first to underwrite
$250,000 in life insurance for
Guard members. Nearly two
dozen other states are consider-
ing doing the same.

“We answered the call to arms;
we did our job,” said Sgt. Shane
Ward, 24, an Oregon National
Guard member who received a
Purple Heart last year after being
wounded by a roadside bomb
near Baghdad. “It makes me feel
good. Even if you don’t support
the war, you need to support the
troops.”

More than 55,000 National
Guard troops are deployed in
Iraq, and 171 have died there
since the war began nearly two
years ago.

The states’ efforts to help
Guard members come as the
Bush administration is proposing
to increase the tax-free “death
gratuity” for U.S. troops killed in
war zones. The payment is now
$12,420 and would grow to
$100,000.

Some believe the efforts under
way in state capitals will ease con-
cerns about an exodus of experi-
enced soldiers in the wake of long
deployments in Iraq. They also
hope that more recognition at the
state level could only help the
Guard to retain experienced sol-
diers and recruit new ones.

“Every little bit helps,” said

John Goheen, spokesman for the
National Guard Association.
“Duty is tough in Iraq. When
Guardsmen come home and hear
that the Legislature is passing
these bills, they appreciate it.”

Among the Guard measures
pending in other states:

� In North Dakota, Gov. John
Hoeven has proposed a bonus
payment of $1,800 for any Nation-
al Guard soldier who served in
Iraq.

� Connecticut is considering a
deferral program for state in-
come tax and local property tax
payments and a toll-free number
to help troops find in-state benefit
programs.

� Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlen-
ty is proposing a package of bills
to give National Guard members
full college tuition reimburse-
ment, re-enlistment bonuses and
state tax benefits.

In Oregon, Senate President
Peter Courtney plans to introduce
about six Guard-related aid bills
this year. He said states need to
make an extra effort to avoid a re-
peat of the Vietnam era, when
troops felt little support after re-
turning home.

“It was bad enough that they
were in that war, but the lack of
support at home really ruined a
lot of those individuals for the
rest of their lives,” Courtney said.

But efforts to give tax breaks
and other new benefits to Oregon
Guard members could run up
against a tight state budget in
which health care services and
other areas already are facing
cuts.

While the governor and law-
makers debate how much to
spend, Sgt. 1st Class Phillip
Jacques of Albany, Ore., who was
wounded by a roadside bomb in
July, said he is glad that helping
Guard members seem to be at the
top of the legislative agenda.

“Everyone appreciates what
they are trying to put through the
Legislature. It’s the right thing to
do,” Jacques said.

BY LIZ SIDOTI

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, in his second consecu-
tive tour of duty, has to sell a half-trillion
dollar military budget to a skeptical Con-
gress and answer repeated calls to bring
troops home from Iraq.

It won’t be easy. Often testy, his political
capital with lawmakers has found new lim-
its.

Old Europe, hillbilly armor and his use
of an automatic pen to sign condolence let-
ters were among the Pentagon chief’s
first-term missteps that have alienated
longtime allies, frustrated soldiers and an-
gered military families.

Democrats called for Rumsfeld’s resig-
nation after the Abu Ghraib torture scan-
dal. Even some Republicans expressed lit-
tle confidence in the defense secretary.
Said Sen. Trent Lott of Mississippi: “I’m
not a fan of Secretary Rumsfeld.”

In his second act as President Bush’s de-
fense chief, Rumsfeld, a divisive figure
kept under wraps for much of the 2004
presidential campaign, has been the Bush
administration’s point man in talking up
the Iraqi elections on the Sunday talk
shows.

He recently traveled to countries that
strongly opposed the U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq — France and Germany — made a sur-
prise visit to Iraq and attended an interna-
tional security conference in Munich,
where in a rare moment of self-depreca-
tion and rapprochement sought to explain
his “Old Europe” jab with a quip.

“That was old Rumsfeld,” said the Penta-
gon chief, who also served as defense secre-
tary and U.S. ambassador to NATO in the
’70s.

This week, Rumsfeld will try to sell
Bush’s military blueprint — some $500 bil-
lion, including about $82 billion for a new

supplemental for Iraq and Afghanistan —
to lawmakers at back-to-back hearings. It
will mark his first public testimony before
Congress since September.

While Republican critics grumble about
Rumsfeld quietly and Democrats have
stopped calling for his ouster, lawmakers
say it’s not that they support him more
than they did before. Rather, they are re-
signed to the fact that they’re stuck with
him, whether they like it or not, because
Bush asked him to stay.

When he testifies this week, Rumsfeld
also will face questions about proposed
cuts in weapons programs, including a re-
duction in the number of aircraft carriers;
an exit strategy for U.S. forces in Iraq and
the demands on National Guard and re-
serve units already stretched thin.

The architect of the Iraq war also will ap-
pear before lawmakers whose constituents
are mourning the deaths of more than
1,450 U.S. troops.

“His stock has gone up and down over
time,” said John Pike, a military expert
with the Web site Globalsecurity.org. “It’s
about at even keel. On one hand, he’s got a
bunch of explaining to do. On the other
hand, it’s clear he’s going to be around for
some time and they’re going to have to deal
with him.”

Rumsfeld’s stock was near the bottom
last November. In Kuwait, he told U.S.
troops who questioned him about vehicles
that lacked armor — and said they used
scraps of metal from a junkyard to outfit
Humvees — that, “You go to war with the
Army you have, not the Army you might
want or wish to have.”

Adding to Rumsfeld’s problems was the
disclosure that he used an automatic ink
machine to put his name on condolence let-
ters sent to families of troops killed in Iraq.
He attempted to squelch the controversy
by quickly announcing he would personal-
ly sign all such future letters.

BY CONNIE MABIN

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — When Lisa Spencer’s Marine
husband was called for duty in Iraq, it was hard
enough to find the strength to comfort their three
small children. But then the bills came: for the car,
for the rent.

“There was a problem with the military checks
and we didn’t get paid right away,” she said. “I had
to tell my landlord that I had no money and he
would have to wait for the rent.”

When Spencer explained that money was on the
way, the landlord let her stay. But the ordeal creat-
ed stress that Spencer could have done without.

A law called the Ohio Patriot Plan, which Gov.
Bob Taft was expected to sign Tuesday, is meant to
spare Ohio families such stress. The legislation
would make it illegal to evict financially struggling
immediate family of military servicemembers
who have been deployed.

The measure also makes it easier for service-
members to get out of long-term contracts for
things such as car leases and cell phones, and it
prohibits disconnection of utilities either during de-
ployment or while injured soldiers recuperate.

The bill sponsored by Rep. Peter Ujvagi, a Demo-
crat, was modeled after a New York law. Several
other states, including Alabama, Pennsylvania,

New Jersey, Rhode Island, Illinois and Iowa, are
now working on similar legislation.

The legislation creates new rules but does not es-
tablish penalties for companies that don’t follow
them. Ujvagi’s office said the law would allow mili-
tary families to sue to seek monetary damages
from people or companies that don’t comply.

Michael Adelman, a lobbyist with the Ohio Bank-
ers’ League, said the lending and leasing industry
supports the bill. “The last thing you want to do is
create additional hurdles for these fine people who
are putting their lives on the line,” Adelman said.

The measure doesn’t exempt military families
from paying for things like rent and utilities, but
gives them time to work out payment arrange-
ments. For services such as cell phones and car
leases, businesses would be barred from collecting
early termination fees.

Servicemembers must work through military at-
torneys to take advantage of the law.

Some businesses expressed concern about the
bill as it moved through the Legislature, including
a fear of too much paperwork and complicated
rules. But those concerns were worked out during
hearings, lobbyists said.

Among other things, the bill also prohibits sol-
diers’ life insurance policies from being canceled.
Also, military members’ children could continue
going to school in their home districts even if a par-
ent is assigned to serve in another community.

Rumsfeld to face Congress on $500B budget

AP

Oregon Army National Guard Sgt. Shane Ward, of Alsea, Ore., was wounded and earned a Purple Heart in
Iraq. Ward, outside the National Guard headquarters earlier this month in Corvallis, Ore., says it is

heartening to learn that Oregon state lawmakers and lawmakers around the country are making it their job
to improve benefits for National Guard soldiers who have served in Iraq.

Contractual help available through Ohio bill

States seek aid for
guardsmen after
deployment in Iraq
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BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Many
guardsmen returning from over-
seas deployment are finding their
families in debt and their small
businesses on the verge of col-
lapse, according to Sen. John
Kerry, who unveiled a bill Tues-
day to help ease that transition
back home.

“A small veterinarian’s office or
a small contractor, their business
falls apart while their gone,” said
Kerry, D-Mass., in a meeting with
defense reporters. “In many cases
they’re been sustained by the good-
will and patriotism of folks in their
community so they can pick up

when they come back, but it’s not
without a lot of effort and a lot of
work.”

Kerry’s legislation would pro-
vide tax incentives to employers
who keep deployed guardsmen
and reservists on their payrolls,
and create new loans and grants
for self-employed troops to help
get their businesses running
again.

“What we can do is try to pro-
vide economic incentives to cush-
ion that impact and facilitate their
efforts to survive,” he said.

Kerry proposed many of the
same initiatives during his 2004
presidential bid, and several simi-
lar ideas also are being floated in
Congress.

Kerry’s bill would also extend
military health care benefits to all
reservists and guardsmen, regard-
less of deployment, and expand
posttraumatic stress disorder
counseling services.

The National Military Family
Association praised those ideas,
saying that Guard and Reserve
families in particular are facing
challenges when their service-
member return home.

“About a third of those in the
Guard are making less while serv-
ing than they would usually make
in salary,” said Michelle Joyner,
spokeswoman for the NMFA.

“Some private employers have
taken it upon themselves to make

up the difference, but there’s noth-
ing that obligates them to do that.
So we’re definitely concerned
about what financial impact this is
having,” she said.

Several portions of Kerry’s bill
— the health care expansion and
increases in the death benefit, for
example — are already being con-
sidered in Congress. Kerry’s pro-
posal also calls for 30,000 new
Army soldiers and 10,000 more
Marines, whom he says are need-
ed not for Iraq and Afghanistan
but instead for the future de-
mands of the war on terrorism.

He used Tuesday’s forum to crit-
icize President Bush’s decision
not to send more troops to secure
Iraq, and reiterated complaints

from his failed presidential cam-
paign that Bush has not really
reached out to other nations to as-
sist in rebuilding that country.

And he blamed his election loss
on the power of Bush’s incumben-
cy, saying that the administration
has since used many of his propos-
als, such as increasing the mili-
tary death benefit and improving
national intelligence.

“They had a bully pulpit that we
didn’t have and they have an auto-
matic trust factor we didn’t have,”
he said. “Americans accepted that
I could be the commander in
chief. What they were unwilling to
do was shift commanders in mid-
stream.”

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Kerry bill aims to help ease war veterans’ transition home

Courtesy to Stars and Stripes

Dr. (Lt. Col.) Phillip Ritchey, 69, was asked
by the Army in November 2003 to return to
active duty for a tour in Baghdad. Ritchey, an
ophthalmologist, accepted.

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Old soldiers never
die. Sometimes, they don’t even fade away.

“As long as my country needs me — and
I can positively contribute — when the flag
goes up, I’ll be there,” said retired Army
Col. Emil Zimmerman, who is 57 and is
now waiting to see if he can clear the Ar-
my’s medical requirements before return-
ing to duty.

The flag went up in November 2003 for
retired Army Lt. Col. Phillip Ritchey, when
facing a critical shortage of ophthalmolo-
gists, the Army phoned him with a request:
Would you consider putting your uniform
back on and deploying to Baghdad?

Ritchey, 69, didn’t hesitate.

Baghdad isn’t so different from many of
the places where Ritchey and his wife of 48
years, June, had traveled to volunteer their
medical skills, he said in a recent tele-
phone interview with Stars and Stripes.

“My wife and I have been doing volun-
teer work all over the world,” said Ritchey,
a 1957 graduate of West Point. said. “Bagh-
dad isn’t so bad, compared to some of the
other places I’ve been. It’s definitely not
like Vietnam,” where he spent a year in
1967.

The terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001,
prompted a wave of inquiries from retirees
who wanted to serve once again.

But it wasn’t until Iraq rotations began to
strain the Army and Marine Corps that the
services’ personnel officials began not only
to take such offers seriously, but to actively
seek volunteers to fill critical shortages.

The Army has received 12,000 telephone
calls and e-mails from veterans offering to
come back to active duty, according to
Wayne Maricle, chief of operations in the
Mobilization Operations Division of the Ar-
my’s Human Resources Command, or
HRC, in St. Louis.

About 2,300 have followed through with
formal applications and are considered
“confirmed” volunteers, Maricle said.

The Army has returned 357 retirees to
active duty, including 286 who are now
serving, according to Don Ashenfelter,
chief of the Army’s retiree mobilization
program at HRC.

The Marine Corps has 77 older Marines
back on duty and is seeking more volun-
teers with critical skills who left the Corps
within the past five years, according to Lt.
Col. Jeffrey Riehl, the Corps’ plans and mo-
bilization officer for manpower and re-
serve affairs.

But the Navy and Air Force, which are
working to reduce their active-duty end
strength, have chosen not to bring retirees
back, spokesmen for those services said.
The Air Force did bring back some retired
pilots beginning in early 2001, the program
has been suspended.

In December, Army officials decided to
actively solicit retirees for a potential vol-
unteer re-mobilization, instead of waiting
for veterans to initiate the re-entry pro-
cess.

Retirees may be somewhat slower than
their younger counterparts, but they make
up in experience for what they may lack in
the physical arena, Zimmerman said.

Zimmerman received an e-mail from
HRC on Dec. 30, 2004, asking if he might
consider a return.

“I said, not only do I volunteer, I volun-
teer with both hands.”

Now Zimmerman is “on pins and nee-
dles,” waiting to see if he will be allowed to
re-enter after taking a special hearing test
the Army required because he wears hear-
ing aids.

“I’m not in it for the glory or the pay,”
Zimmerman said. “I’m in it because we
have troops in harm’s way, and I want to
take care of troops.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Army, Marine Corps fill gaps with recently retired

Older soldiers say ‘yes’ when called to arms
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Panel: Much felled
Paris airport roof

Terror threat seen strong

UNITED NATIONS — Al-Qaida
remains determined to carry out
its campaign of terror and is ex-
pected to further escalate its at-
tacks, a U.N. team monitoring sanc-
tions against the group said.

Terror attacks sponsored by
al-Qaida and weapons of mass de-
struction are among the chief
threats confronting the world, the
team said in a report on Tuesday.

The Taliban, which sheltered
al-Qaida leaders in Afghanistan be-
fore being toppled, also continues
to “threaten the stability and recon-
struction of the country,” the re-
port said.

“The team sees no let-up in the
determination of al-Qaida, the Tali-
ban and their associates to contin-
ue their campaign of terror,” the
report said.

Sharon speaks his peace

JERUSALEM — Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon said Tuesday that
Israel is prepared to make “painful
compromises for peace,” and has
begun coordination with Palestin-
ians on Israel’s planned pullout
from the Gaza Strip.

However, as Sharon spoke, Pal-
estinian security officials reported
that Israeli troops on patrol in the
West Bank killed a 14-year-old Pal-
estinian boy who threw stones at
them.

Addressing the Foreign Press
Association in Jerusalem, Sharon
said last week’s summit showed
that there can be progress toward
peace if violence is ended.

At the summit, Sharon and Pales-
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas de-
clared a truce.

From The Associated Press

BY STEPHANIE HOO

The Associated Press

FUXIN, China — Three years after a
promised overhaul of China’s workplace
safety system, the government on Tuesday
said a gas explosion killed 203 miners and
left 12 more missing — the worst mining di-
saster reported in the country since Commu-
nist rule began in 1949.

Dozens of rescuers were searching
through the night in subfreezing tempera-
tures for anyone still trapped from Mon-
day’s blast in the Sunjiawan coal mine in
northeast China’s Liaoning province.

The cause of the blast, which occurred
about 790 feet underground, was under in-
vestigation, state media said.

Workers reported feeling a sudden,
strong tremor shake the mine 10 minutes be-
fore the blast, Xinhua news agency said,
quoting Zhang Yunfu, vice general manager
of Fuxin Coal. Moments later, gas detectors
lost their signals and one of the mine’s main
pits filled with smoke, the agency said.

A cordon of men in matching dark coats
and helmets stood side by side blocking the
entrance to the mine late Tuesday, as cars

full of paramilitary police patrolled the site.
Vans waited to transport any wounded to

hospitals in Fuxin, a gritty, soot-covered city
where mining is the main industry.

State media reported that 28 injured lay
in hospital beds suffering from carbon mon-
oxide poisoning, burns and fractures. All the
injured were in stable condition, except for
one who was in a coma due to a head injury
caused by flying debris, Xinhua said.

President Hu Jintao and other Chinese
leaders ordered local officials “to spare no
effort to rescue those stranded in the mine,”

Xinhua said. It said they called for “strict
measures” to prevent more such disasters.

In October 2002, the government created
the country’s first national safety laws and
launched a nationwide effort to improve job
safety with a network of workplace inspec-
tors. But deadly accidents have continued to
plague the country’s coal mines and facto-
ries.

Last year more than 6,000 miners died in
fires, floods and explosions — an average of
about 16 workers per day.

The New York-based rights group China

Labor Watch said Tuesday that China
should also allow independent nongovern-
ment organizations to monitor work safety.

In 1942, China’s northeast was the site of
the world’s deadliest coal mining disaster
when an accident killed 1,549 miners in Jap-
anese-occupied Manchuria during World
War II.

Last year, China accounted for 80 percent
of the word’s coal mining deaths.

A blast in the northern province of
Shaanxi in November killed 166 miners. An-
other in October killed 148.

BY SAM F. GHATTAS

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — An angry mob at-
tacked Syrian workers in southern Lebanon
on Tuesday, blaming Damascus for the assas-
sination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hari-
ri, and the interior minister suggested the kill-
ing may have been carried out by a suicide
bomber.

Syria has denied any involvement in Harir-
i’s assassination, which raised fears that Leba-
non might revert to the political violence of
the 1970s and ’80s, and the U.S. Embassy in
Beirut warned Americans in the Lebanese cap-
ital to exercise extreme caution.

In Washington, White House spokesman
Scott McClellan on Tuesday called Syria’s
presence a “destabilizing force,” and said Leb-
anon must shake free of occupation by Syria,
which maintains 15,000 troops here since the
civil war ended in 1990 and has the final say in
internal Lebanese politics.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice or-
dered U.S. Ambassador Margaret Scobey
home from Syria amid rising tensions over the
assassination, a U.S. official said Tuesday.

Before his assassination, Hariri had posi-
tioned himself in opposition to a faction more
solidly backed by Syria.

Interior Minister Suleiman Franjieh sug-

gested that, based on the crater in the middle
of the road and preliminary reports, the attack
may have been carried out by a suicide bomb-
er who rammed Hariri’s motorcade with a ve-
hicle laden with explosives.

Although most suspicion has fallen on Syria
or its supporters in Lebanon, it was clear the
possibilities also might include rogue Syrian
intelligence operatives, or even factions
among the country’s myriad religious groups.

In Hariri’s hometown, Sidon, on the Medi-
terranean coast, dozens of demonstrators at-
tacked Syrian workers Tuesday, slightly
wounding five before police intervened. Hun-
dreds of others marched in the streets.

China mine blast kills more than 200

Left: Chinese paramilitary police man a
cordon at the entrance to the Sunjiawan coal
mine in Fuxin, China, Tuesday. At least
203 miners died in an explosion at the mine
Monday. Above: Chinese State Councilor Hua
Jianmin talks with an injured miner. Hua is
reported to be supervising the rescue effort.

AP photos

Cause unclear;
incident worst
since 1940s

The Associated Press

PARIS — A government-appointed commis-
sion of inquiry concluded that an array of prob-
lems led to the partial collapse of the roof of a fu-
turistic terminal at Charles de Gaulle airport
that killed four people, the panel announced
Tuesday.

The “initial security reserves” of Terminal 2E
were “weak,” the panel said, but there was likely
no single cause for the May 23 collapse of the
vaulted roof.

The head of the commission, Jean Berthier,
speaking at a news conference, refused to talk of
a “conceptual error” in the design of the termi-
nal’s vaulted roof, although he said there were
some “weak points.”

In its report, the commission said there was
“important fissuring in certain zones [that] prob-
ably developed at the moment of construction,”
a likely sign of “insufficient or badly positioned
reinforcements.”

The report also pointed to a weak support gird-
er and the position of metallic struts inside the
concrete.

“Rather than speaking of one cause for the col-
lapse, we should speak of the conjunction of fac-
tors which combined to lead to the ruin of a struc-
ture whose initial security reserves were weak,”
the panel concluded.

The commission was not asked to determine
who was to blame for the accident. Judicial offi-
cials are investigating who should be held re-
sponsible for the collapse.

Falling glass, steel and masonry killed four
travelers — two Chinese, one Czech and one Leb-
anese — and injured three others.

Berthier said the covering of the vaulted roof
grew “progressively fragile” and “materials
weakened” over time.

Terminal 2E was designed by French archi-
tect Paul Andreu, who is currently working on a
new opera house in Beijing.

Protesters
in Lebanon
blame Syria
for killing

AP

Supporters of former Lebanese Prime Minis-

ter Rafik Hariri ride through the streets of

Beirut on Tuesday. Hariri was killed Monday.
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Afghan province
to be first to see
female governor

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai is preparing
to appoint Afghanistan’s first fe-
male provincial governor, his
spokesman said Tuesday, in an-
other step toward reviving wom-
en’s rights trampled by the
former hardline Taliban govern-
ment.

An all-female shortlist includ-
ing former Women’s Minister
Habiba Sarobi has been drawn
up for the governorship of cen-
tral Bamiyan province, presiden-
tial spokesman Jawed Ludin
said, though no decision has
been taken.

“One of those ladies will be
the governor of Bamiyan,”
Ludin said at a news confer-
ence. “If a woman is able to do
the job, the law says we can ap-
point her.”

Sarobi said she had discussed
the position with Karzai after re-

jecting his suggestion that she
become an Afghan ambassador
abroad.

“I want to be inside the coun-
try at the service of my people,”
she said.

Millions of women and girls
have returned to work and
school since the fall of the Tali-
ban in late 2001. Equality before
the law is embedded in a new
constitution, and some women
have abandoned the head-to-toe
public veiling that was mandato-
ry under the tough Islamist re-
gime. Seats are also reserved
for women in the two-chamber
parliament to be installed by
elections this year.

However, conservative cus-
tom still confines most rural
women to the home, and health
services to alleviate high levels
of maternal and infant mortality
are being extended only slowly.
Karzai has also been criticized
for including only three women
in his new, nearly 30-strong Cab-
inet.

S. Korea calls for talks with North

DORA OBSERVATION POST, South Korea —
South Korea has proposed high-level military talks
with North Korea, focusing on ways to avoid acci-
dental clashes now that the North has claimed to
have nuclear weapons.

South Korea’s defense ministry said the talks
would be a way of engaging the communist North
even as it refuses to return to six-nation talks on its
nuclear program.

Protection from Karadzic’s family

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro — The brother
of war crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic urged po-
lice in comments published Tuesday to protect the
fugitive’s family members.

Luka Karadzic said in an interview with the Bel-
grade Blic daily that bounty hunters have been stalk-
ing family members living in Bosnia or neighboring
Serbia-Montenegro since last summer, accosting
them on the streets.

Court rules for activists in libel case

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Two vegetarian activists
convicted of libeling fast-food giant McDonald’s
Corp. did not receive a fair trial in Britain, the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights ruled Tuesday.

The Strasbourg, France-based court said David
Morris and Helen Steel should have received legal
aid from the British government when they were
tried in what became widely known as the “McLi-
bel” case, the longest in English history.

Heater cited in Iran mosque fire

TEHRAN, Iran — A mosque fire that killed 59
people and injured another 350 was blamed on a ker-
osene heater that was too close to a thick curtain sep-
arating male and female worshippers, Iran’s official
news agency reported Tuesday.

A survivor of Monday’s fire said some of the
deaths were caused by a stampede of panicked peo-
ple trying to escape the flames racing through the
Arg Mosque, which was more crowded than usual
because of a Muslim holiday.

From The Associated Press
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BY SARAH BARDEN

The Associated Press

ROME

L
egend has it that Rome was founded
in 753 B.C. by Romulus and Remus,
the twin sons of the god of war Mars,
who were suckled as infants by a

she-wolf in the woods.

Now, archaeologists believe they have
found evidence that at least part of that tale
may be true: Traces of a royal palace discov-
ered in the Roman Forum have been dated
to roughly the period of the eternal city’s leg-
endary foundation.

Andrea Carandini, a professor of archaeol-
ogy at Rome’s Sapienza University who has
been conducting excavations at the Forum
for more than 20 years, said he made the dis-
covery over the past month at the spot where
the Temple of Romulus stands today.

It is next to the Sanctuary of Vesta — the
Roman goddess of the hearth — just outside
the Palatine walls, site of the earliest traces
of civilization in Rome.

Where previously archeologists had only
found huts in the area dating back to the 8th
century B.C., Carandini and his team un-
earthed traces of regal splendor: A 3,700
square-foot palace, 1,130 of which was cov-
ered and the rest courtyard. There was a
monumental entrance, and elaborate fur-
nishings and ceramics.

The walls were made of wood and clay,
with a floor of wood shavings and pressed
turf. It was tests on the clay that allowed the
archeologists to confirm the age of the find.

Carandini said that the residence had “ab-
solutely extraordinary dimensions, dimen-
sions not formerly known.”

“It could be nothing other than the royal
palace,” he said, adding that at that period
the average abode measured about
one-tenth of the size of the uncovered resi-
dence.

Carandini also found a hut where vestal
virgins are believed to have lit a sacred
flame.

Eugenio La Rocca, the superintendent for
monuments for the city of Rome, said Caran-

dini’s interpretation of the ruins appears to
be accurate.

“It seems to me that what is emerging
from the excavation of Carandini, who can
be considered the highest authority in this
field, is a very coherent archaeological read-
ing,” La Rocca told the newspaper Il Messag-
gero.

“Whoever created the legend did so with
the knowledge that behind it there was a his-
torical foundation,” he told the newspaper.
“That doesn’t mean the story of Romulus
and Remus necessarily happened that way,
but only that memory as it was handed down
by the majority of the Latin writers is much
more than a hypothesis.”

In Rome’s founding myth, the daughter of
a king deposed by his brother was forced to
become a vestal virgin to prevent her from
having children. But Rhea Silvia became
pregnant with sons of the god Mars.

When the infants were discovered, the
princess was imprisoned and the babies

were set adrift in a basket on the Tiber River
— which today winds its way through Rome.

The twins floated ashore safely and were
suckled by a she-wolf until they were res-
cued by a shepherd, who brought them up.

When they learned the story of their past,
they killed the usurper Amulius, restored
Rhea Silvia’s father — Numitor — to the
throne, and set off to found a city on the site
where they were taken care of by the wolf.

The image of the two naked babies looking
up to drink the milk of the she-wolf became
a recurrent theme in Roman art, and sculp-
tures of the scene are scattered around mu-
seums throughout the nation.

While there is little evidence of the histori-
cal existence of twins called Romulus and
Remus who founded Rome, the discovery of
the palace offers tantalizing indications that
the legend had roots in fact.

Carandini began his career as an art histo-
rian before becoming involved in archaeolog-
ical digs. His first significant excavation was
that of Villa Piazza Armerina, near Enna in
Sicily 1982.

The Associated Press

ROME — First they com-
plained about all those lit ciga-
rettes, and one of Europe’s tough-
est anti-smoking laws was born.
Now Italian consumer groups are
fuming over the ones that are
snuffed out.

Codacons, a Rome-based con-
sumer advocacy group, appealed
on Monday to municipalities
across Italy to put ashtrays on the
sidewalks outside restaurants,
bars, pubs and other establish-
ments where smokers have been
huddling to puff away since the
law went into effect last month.

Codacons claimed the number
of butts on public sidewalks has
risen by 40 percent since smok-
ers were forbidden to light up in-

side places open to the public.
That percentage was based on es-
timates cited by bar, disco and
restaurant owners.

Violators of the smoking ban
face fines ranging from $36 to see
to it that their clients follow the
law risk even higher penalties.

The consumer group threat-
ened to lodge complaints with
prosecutors if local governments
don’t start beefing up street-clean-
ing brigades or posting more ash-
trays outside public establish-
ments.

The outdoors, private homes,
and restaurants, pubs and bars
with ventilated smoking rooms
are the only places spared from
the smoking crackdown, which
has the strong backing of Italy’s
health minister, who is a physi-
cian.

Smoking ban prompts call
for outdoor ashtrays in Italy

No tiger cloning

SYDNEY, Australia — An
Australian museum said Tues-
day it has abandoned a project
to clone a Tasmanian Tiger —
the extinct, wolflike striped
creature that carried its young
in a pouch.

The Australian Museum
began research in 1999 to clone
the tiger from cells of a pup
found preserved in formalde-
hyde in a museum in the island
state of Tasmania.

Stolen beer truck

SAINT JOHN, New Brun-
swick — The defense lawyer
for the New Brunswick man ac-
cused of stealing 50,000 cans
of Moosehead beer said Mon-
day he won’t present any evi-
dence in the trial.

Wade Haines, 31, is charged
with theft over $5,000.

He was supposed to deliver
a truckload of beer destined
for the Mexican market to Tor-
onto last August, but neither
he nor the truck ever made it.

Terminal bank robber

ROME — Looking tired, he
would gently tell the bank tell-
er: “Give me all the money in
the till. I have a bomb in this
bag,” police said.

The 53-year-old owner of a
struggling clothing store car-
ried out 13 bank robberies in
the northern city of Turin be-
cause he had terminal cancer
and wanted to leave money for
his wife and three daughters, a
police spokeswoman said Tues-
day.

Police tracked down the sus-
pect on Monday, three days
after a policeman spotted him
in his car and recognized his
face from security camera foot-
age, the spokeswoman said.

‘Kangaroo Poo’ paper

CANBERRA, Australia —
An environmentally friendly
manufacturer on Tuesday cre-
ated its first batch of paper
from marsupial manure.

Land owners around Burnie
in Tasmania state helped
scrape together 55 pounds of
kangaroo and wallaby dung
for Creative Paper Tasmania
to make its first batch of the
unique paper pulp, manager
Joanne Gair said.

From The Associated Press

Roman find lends legend credence

AP

The Roman Forum is seen in this 1999 photo. Andrea Carandini, a professor of archaeology at
Rome’s Sapienza University, said Monday the traces of a royal palace discovered in the Roman

Forum have been dated to roughly the period of the city’s legendary foundation in 753 B.C.
Carandini has been conducting excavations at the Forum for more than 20 years

Archaeological dig
reveals remains of
8th century palace
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BY ALAN FRAM

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrats are using
President Bush’s request for $77 billion for
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan to criticize
his war policies and soaring federal deficits,
but congressional approval of something very
much like the request seems inevitable.

Bush sent an $81.9 billion proposal to Capi-
tol Hill on Monday that includes nearly $1 bil-
lion for tsunami aid to battered Indian Ocean
countries, new broadcasts aimed at Europe’s
Muslims and offices for the newly created di-
rector of national intelligence.

Most of the $77 billion directly related to
the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan is for the
Defense Department — with the rest for aid to
U.S. allies, the Palestinians and other areas.

Bush said the additional money for the re-
mainder of the 2005 budget year would help
Iraq and Afghanistan pursue “the path of de-
mocracy and freedom.” He said the funds
would help protect U.S. troops, track down ter-
rorists and enhance Middle East peace pros-
pects.

Democrats said the proposal did little to cor-

rect the problems surrounding the U.S. effort
in Iraq, where national elections were held
last month amid a relentless insurgency that
has slowed reconstruction efforts.

“This supplemental request provides sup-
port for our men and women in uniform, but it
provides little basis for optimism for a stable
and secure Iraq,” said Sen. Robert Byrd,
D-W.Va., one of the president’s most persis-
tent war critics.

Democrats also said the request, which
Bush wants to be financed through borrow-
ing, underscores the budget’s problems.

The $2.57 trillion budget Bush sent Con-
gress last week projected a record $427 billion
deficit this year and $390 billion in red ink in
2006. While it included Bush’s latest request,
the budget omitted any new war funds next
year, which are considered certain to be need-
ed.

“It’s going to get bigger,” Rep. John Spratt,
D-S.C., said of the shortfall.

The new chairman of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, Rep. Jerry Lewis, R-Calif.,
said he hoped to ship the bill to Bush’s desk by
early April. But he added, “Congress will exer-
cise our constitutional obligations” — code
words for the likelihood that some changes
will be made.

Approval would push the total spent in Iraq
and Afghanistan and other efforts against ter-
rorism beyond $300 billion, including the
costs of fighting and reconstruction. It stood at
about $228 billion before Bush’s latest re-
quest, according to the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Research Service, which writes reports
for Congress.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A journalist who helped
Iraq form a new broadcast network in 2003
testified Monday that U.S. occupation officials
were more interested in airing their own activ-
ities than stories essential to Iraqis.

Don North, who served as a U.S. govern-
ment adviser to the Iraqi Media Network, said
the network became an irrelevant mouthpiece
for the U.S. Coalition Provisional Authority.

The network was given “a laundry list of
CPA activities” to cover instead of stories on
security, the lack of electricity and jobs, said
North, an independent journalist.

North testified at a hearing of the Senate

Democratic Policy Committee, a party organi-
zation. Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., head of
the panel, said Democrats had asked Republi-
can-led Senate committees to conduct hear-
ings on U.S. waste and missteps in Iraq but
the GOP chairmen refused.

In addition to North, another former U.S. ad-
viser in Iraq — Frank Willis — testified he
thought he was in the Wild West in 2003 as he
watched colleagues pull $2 million in fresh
bills from a vault and stuff them in a contrac-
tor’s gunnysack.

North told the hearing he wanted the media
network to be like the Public Broadcasting
System in the United States. Instead, he said,

U.S. authorities told him “we were running a
public diplomacy operation” for the occupa-
tion government.

Willis testified that cash payments not
being stuffed in sacks were made from a pick-
up truck that bore the name of Iraq’s ground-
ed airline. American authorities thought the
vehicle would “meld into the environment,”
Willis said.

Much of the money was Iraqi funds, Willis
said. Army Lt. Col. Joseph Yoswa, a Defense
Department spokesman, said the occupation
authority “strived earnestly for sound manage-
ment, transparency and oversight.” He said
U.S. funds were subject to “contract and ac-
counting practices required by U.S. law.”

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Defrocked priest
Paul Shanley, a central figure in
the Boston Archdiocese clergy
sex abuse scandal, was sentenced
Tuesday to 12 to 15 years in pris-
on for raping a boy repeatedly in
the 1980s, sometimes in a church
confessional.

“It is difficult to imagine a
more egregious misuse of trust
and authority,” Judge Stephen
Neel said in imposing the term.
But he turned aside a prosecu-
tor’s request for a life sentence.

Shanley, 74, once known for a
being a hip “street priest” who
reached out to troubled children
and homosexuals, was convicted
last week of two counts each of
child rape and indecent assault
and battery on a child.

He will be eligible for parole
after serving two-thirds of his sen-
tence, or 8 years. He also was sen-
tenced to 10 years’ probation.

The case hinged on the reliabili-
ty of the accuser’s memories of
the abuse, which he said he recov-
ered three years ago as the clergy
sex abuse scandal unfolded in the
media.

Prosecutor Lynn Rooney had
recommended a life sentence, say-
ing Shanley used his position of
authority to gain the trust of the
boys he then molested.

“He used his collar and he used
his worshipped status in that com-
munity,” Rooney said. “There has
been no remorse shown on the
part of this defendant. There has
been no acceptance of responsibil-
ity.”

Shanley’s lawyer, Frank Mon-
dano, did not suggest a specific
term, but asked Neel to allow
Shanley to serve his sentence in a
county lockup rather than state
prison. The judge refused. Anoth-
er notorious pedophile priest,
John Geoghan, was killed in a
Massachusetts state prison, alleg-
edly by a fellow inmate.

Mondano said the prosecu-
tion’s case was built on “vilifica-
tion, half truths and lies.” He has
said he plans to appeal.

Among the spectators who
packed the courtroom for Shan-
ley’s sentencing hearing were
other people who accused Shan-
ley of sexually abusing them but
were not part of the criminal
case.

AP

Defrocked priest Paul Shanley, a central figure in the Boston Archdio-

cese clergy sex abuse scandal, is led from court in handcuffs following

his sentencing in Middlesex Superior Court in Cambridge, Mass.

Defrocked priest gets
12 to 15 years in prison
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Congress questioning Bush requests

Journalist: U.S. officials in Iraq steered coverage

Flu shot and seniors

CHICAGO — A new study
based on more than three de-
cades of U.S. data suggests
that giving flu shots to the eld-
erly has not saved any lives.

Led by National Institutes of
Health researchers, the study
challenges standard govern-
ment dogma and is bound to
confuse senior citizens. Dur-
ing last fall’s flu vaccine short-
age, thousands of older Ameri-
cans, heeding the govern-
ment’s public health message,
stood in long lines to get their
shots.

“There is a sense that we’re
all going to die if we don’t get
the flu shot,” said the study’s
lead author, Lone Simonsen, a
senior epidemiologist at the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases in Be-
thesda, Maryland. “Maybe
that’s a little much.”

U.N. official implicated

WASHINGTON — The
chairman of a Senate panel
said Tuesday that newly ob-
tained Iraqi documents pro-
vide “clear and direct” evi-
dence that the former head of
the U.N. oil-for-food program
may have benefited financial-
ly from oil deals involving Sad-
dam Hussein’s government.

Sen. Norm Coleman,
R-Minn., chairman of the Sen-
ate Governmental Affairs in-
vestigations subcommittee,
said the documents, presented
at a hearing, suggest that
Benon Sevan didn’t just serve
as an intermediary in Iraqi oil
sales, as investigators have al-
leged, but personally received
valuable oil allocations. Sevan
may have earned up to $1.2
million, according to the sub-
committee’s staff.

Pentagon cop dies

ARLINGTON, Va. — A Pen-
tagon police officer died Mon-
day from injuries he received
last month when he was run
down by a carjacker, the first
member of the security force
to die in the line of duty.

Officer James Feltis, 41, a
12-year veteran of the force,
had not regained conscious-
ness since Jan. 11, when he
was hit while trying to stop the
speeding vehicle. The suspect
was driving the wrong way on
a one-way street while trying
to elude police.

Boy guilty of murder

CHARLESTON, S.C. — A
15-year-old boy who claimed
the antidepressant Zoloft
drove him to kill his grandpar-
ents was found guilty Tuesday
of murder.

Christopher Pittman hung
his head as the verdict was
read after about six hours of
deliberations. He faces 30
years to life in prison at sen-
tencing Tuesday afternoon.

The trial was the first case
involving a youngster who
says an antidepressant caused
him to kill, Pittman’s lawyer
said. It came at a time of
heightened scrutiny over the
use of antidepressants among
children.

From The Associated Press
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Casino bids for one-day name

BOSTON — A bidder identified as “Golden
Palace Casino” has offered the high bid for
single-day naming rights for the FleetCenter,
putting up $35,099.

“Golden Palace Casino,” which is the name
of an online casino, beat the nearest bidder on
eBay by $100 in the first auction to name the
sports arena for a day.

If the name choice is approved by the Fleet-
Center owners, Delaware North Cos., it will
appear on the Jumbotron during Wednes-
day’s game between the Boston Celtics and
Memphis Grizzlies.

The rotating, day-to-day opportunity is
being offered through the eBay auction while
Delaware North seeks a long-term naming
rights deal to replace the FleetCenter name.
The name was rendered obsolete by Bank of
America’s $48 billion acquisition last year of
the former FleetBoston Financial Corp.

Mom found incompetent

McKINNEY, Texas — A woman accused of
killing her 10-month-old daughter by cutting
off her arms was ruled mentally incompetent
to stand trial on capital murder charges.

Attorneys said they expect the judge to
commit Dena Schlosser to a state hospital on
Tuesday. She could still stand trial if she is
someday found competent.

Schlosser, 36, was charged with murder
Nov. 22 after she told a 911 operator she had
severed her 10-month-old daughter’s arms.

FDA to establish drug board

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration will establish a new independent
Drug Safety Oversight Board to monitor
FDA-approved medicines once they’re on the
market and update physicians and patients
with emerging information on risks and bene-
fits.

The board will recommend what informa-
tion and updates to put on the government’s
Drug Watch, resolve disputes over drug safe-
ty issues and oversee the development of a
drug safety policy.

Keyes’ lesbian child speaks out

ANNAPOLIS — The daughter of conserva-
tive Republican Alan Keyes referred to her-
self Monday as a “liberal queer” and urged
support for gay and lesbian young people
who have been deserted by their families.

Maya Marcel-Keyes, 19, addressed a rally
sponsored by the gay-rights group Equality
Maryland, saying she was motivated to speak
out because of her rocky relationship with
her parents and the recent death of a friend
who had fallen ill after being thrown out of
the house by his family.

Her father, the Republican candidate for
the U.S. Senate in Illinois last year, created a
stir in August when he said during an inter-
view that homosexuality was “selfish hedo-
nism” and that Vice President Dick Cheney’s
lesbian daughter was a sinner.

From The Associated Press

Activists face new battle in potential HIV strain

Jackson taken to hospital; trial delayed

BY THERESA AGOVINO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A new study
has linked pain killers Vioxx,
Celebrex and Bextra to increased
cardiovascular risk, reinforcing
findings of other trials that have
already sparked concern over the
safety of a popular category of
drugs.

Vioxx and Celebrex increased
patients’ risk of heart attack and
stroke by about 20 percent, while
Bextra increased the risk by 50
percent, according to a study by
WellPoint Inc., the nation’s larg-
est provider of health benefits,
which is based in Indianapolis.

Dr. Sam Nussbaum, Well-
Point’s executive vice president
and chief medical officer, said
Monday the study is further evi-
dence of an “increasingly compel-
ling trend” of data that show the
drugs elevate patients’ risk of
heart attack and stroke.

Later this week, the Food and
Drug Administration is holding
hearings on the safety of the class
of drugs known as Cox-2 inhibi-
tors. Merck & Co. removed Vioxx
from the market last year after a

study showed it doubled patients’
risk of heart attack and strokes.

Pfizer Inc. makes Bextra and
Celebrex, which remain on the
market.

WellPoint studied the records
of 7,232 patients over the age of
40 taking one of the three drugs
and compared them with records
of 629,245 people older than the
age of 40 who were not taking any
of the drugs. WellPoint shared
the data with researchers at Indi-
ana University’s medical school,

who adjusted the information for
heart attack and stroke risk fac-
tors, such as age.

WellPoint began the study after
Vioxx was removed from the mar-
ket. It examined patient records
from January 2001 through June
30, 2004. All the patients were on
the drugs for at least 18 months.
Merck officials have insisted the
problems with Vioxx didn’t be-
come apparent until patients
were taking the drug for at least
that long.

Drug companies have criti-
cized studies that retrospectively
examine patient records, saying
the gold standard of drug trials is
a blind, placebo-controlled study.

Pfizer spokeswoman Mariann
Caprino said the company had
been given the study results, but
had not seen all the data or the
methodology. She added the Well-
Point report did not change the
preponderance of peer-reviewed,
scientific studies that support
Celebrex’s safety.

Pfizer has previously said that
a review of its internal studies did
not show that either Celebrex or
Bextra increased patients’ risk
for cardiovascular problems.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — With the possibility of a
new drug-resistant strain of HIV spread-
ing among gay men, AIDS activists and
prevention workers who first fought the
disease 25 years ago say they are facing a
new battle.

Last week, a New York man was diag-
nosed with what is feared to be a new
strain of the virus. He has told health offi-
cials that he has had unprotected sex with
numerous partners while using the drug
crystal methamphetamine, prompting a
fear that the virus has spread.

While officials are testing two other men
in an attempt to find the source of the virus,
AIDS activists want to focus on how to com-
bat the spread of the potential strain.

“It makes a community stronger when
we take care of ourselves,” Ana Oliveira,
executive director of the Gay Men’s
Health Crisis told The New York Times in
Tuesday editions. “And if that means that
we have to be much more present and in-
tervene with people who are doing this to
themselves, then so be it.”

Activists say they have discussed taking

actions ranging from infiltration of Web
sites where unsafe gay sex liasons involv-
ing crystal meth are set up to confronting
participants of sex parties.

But others want to be careful of how far
prevention methods go.

“We don’t want public health vigilantes
going out and taking matters into their
own hands, particularly if it means breach-
ing the confidentiality and civil rights of
people with HIV,” said Jon Givner, who di-
rects the HIV Project at the Lambda
Legal Defense and Education Fund.
“Frankly, I find it pretty scary.”

BY TIM MOLLOY

The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — Michael Jack-
son was taken to a hospital Tuesday and
was to be admitted, the judge in the sing-
er’s molestation trial said. The develop-
ment delayed jury selection.

Judge Rodney Melville told prospective
jurors that Jackson was on his way to
court when he was taken to the hospital
emergency room instead. He later told
them Jackson was to be admitted.

But Melville did not give any details
about the illness and said he was awaiting
word on Jackson’s condition before decid-
ing whether jury selection would resume.

The judge made the announcement 15
minutes after Jackson was scheduled to

appear in court at 8:30 a.m. A call to the
Marian Medical Center in Santa Maria,
where Jackson was taken, was not imme-
diately returned.

On Monday, questioning of jurors got
under way, and Jackson’s lawyers an-
nounced they may call Elizabeth Taylor,
Jay Leno, Quincy Jones and Kobe Bryant
to the witness stand.

The list of possible witnesses sounded
like coming attractions for a major Holly-
wood spectacle. But Melville dimmed that
prospect, saying not all of the celebrities
would necessarily testify.

Attorneys are in the process of selecting
12 jurors and eight alternates who will de-
cide whether Jackson molested a teenage
cancer patient at his Neverland Ranch
and plied the youth with alcohol.

Names of defense and prosecution wit-
nesses were revealed to prospective ju-
rors Monday so attorneys could find out if
any of the more than 240 members of the
pool had associations that may be impor-
tant in jury selection.

Defense attorney Thomas Mesereau Jr.
also named two of Jackson’s children,
Paris and Prince Michael.

Possible prosecution witnesses includ-
ed Debbie Rowe, their mother.

Other possible witnesses included
Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross, Chris Tucker,
former child actor Corey Feldman, Back-
street Boy Nick Carter and younger broth-
er Aaron, CBS correspondent Ed Bradley,
CNN’s Larry King, Fox broadcaster Rita
Cosby, New Age guru Deepak Chopra,
psychic Uri Geller, illusionist David
Blaine, Las Vegas tycoon Steve Wynn and
relatives of the late Marlon Brando.

Michael Jackson’s
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Study: pain killers linked to heart troubles
New report finds increased chance of cardiovascular

problems among users of Vioxx, Bextra, Celebrex
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BY BEN WALKER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Trudy looked like such a
sweet Dalmatian. A black spot over her left
eye, she gobbled down a pretzel treat and
wagged her tail when a little girl in a Valen-
tine’s Day outfit came up to pet her.

Only moments later Monday at the West-
minster Kennel Club show, she lost it. Be-
cause when a respected judge tried to open
her mouth for a closer look, Trudy growled.

“She misbehaved,” owner-handler Janice
Brennan said. “She was a bad thing.”

Then again, maybe Trudy knew what was
in store. For when it comes to the most popu-
lar breeds in the United States, almost all of
them are in the Westminster doghouse.

Dalmatians, Labrador retrievers, golden

retrievers, beagles, Dachshunds — none of
them have ever taken the best in show title at
America’s most prestigious pooch event.

Instead, it’s those terriers — wire fox terri-
ers, smooth fox terriers, Kerry blue terriers,
Scottish terriers and Norwich terriers. Over-
all, they’ve won 43 of 96 times.

“They’re just such showy dogs,” said Jack-
ie Thatcher, who brought her wire fox from
Texas to the green carpet of Madison Square
Garden. “They just say, ‘Look at me!’ ”

With former Olympic diving champion
Greg Louganis, actress Glenn Close and the
first sellout crowd in Westminster history on
hand, a spirited Norfolk terrier named Coco
ruled Monday night. After taking off six
months to have three puppies — Tom, Dick
and Harry — she returned at 6½ years old to
win the terrier group for the second straight
year.

“This is her last dog show,” handler Beth
Sweigart said.

A wobbling Pekingese called Jeffrey took
the tough toy group, beating out a pert Pomer-
anian co-owned by comedian Bill Cosby and
a fancy-cut toy poodle that was the No. 1
show dog in the United States. Coleman the
poodle was born in Japan and yes, he re-
sponds to commands in both languages.

In an upset, a Great Pyrenees called Fame
became the first dog of its breed to take the
working group. The victory certainly sur-
prised breeder Karen Justin — she didn’t
even buy tickets in advance for the next day.

A Tibetan terrier became the first of its
breed to win the non-sporting group.

The sporting, hound and herding groups
were to be judged Tuesday night, with the
coveted sterling silver bowl presented to the
best in show shortly before 11 p.m.
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The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — A
9-year-old boy who nicknamed
his tumor “Frank” and whose
mother launched an online auc-
tion to help pay for his medical
bills is now cancer-free, his moth-
er said Tuesday.

“Frank is dead!” an elated Tiffi-
ni Dingman-Grover said by tele-
phone from her Sterling home as
the family prepared to head to a
news conference in Washington,
D.C.

David Dingman-Grover had a
biopsy Feb. 2 at the Skull Base In-
stitute at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles. The fami-
ly did not learn the results of the
biopsy until midnight Monday.
The family was crowded around
the phone on “pins and needles”
waiting for the call from David’s
surgeon, Dingman-Grover said.

“[David] is so mellow — he’s so
easygoing. He was just like, ‘Real-
ly? Great! Cool!’ ” Dingman-Grov-
er said of her son’s reaction to the
good news. “It’s like, ‘Honey, is
that all?’ He says, ‘Did you ever
think it wouldn’t be gone?’ ”

David was diagnosed in May
2003 with a grapefruit-sized ma-
lignant tumor called a rhabdomy-
osarcoma. The size and location
of the tumor — most are in the
limbs — made it impossible for
doctors to remove, his mother
said.

Chemotherapy shrank it to the
size of an apricot, but David need-
ed a specialized biopsy to deter-
mine whether the tumor was still
cancerous.

To help pay for the pricey pro-
cedure, David’s mother auc-
tioned off a bumper sticker on
eBay that read “Frank Must Die.”

Donations poured in from
across the world and, after hear-
ing about the family’s financial
struggle, the surgeon offered to
perform the biopsy for free.

David’s mother said she took
away something positive from the
ordeal.

“I used to be very pessimistic
about people in general,” Ding-
man-Grover said. “It wasn’t until
this that I realized there are peo-
ple out there that really do care
that I don’t even know.”

AP

Long-coat Chihuahua I Believe I

Can Fly is presented by his han-

dler during competition at the

129th Westminster Kennel Club

dog show Monday in New York.

Noted breeds in Westminster doghouse
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Steer clear of Bush’s Amtrak solution
BY SHERYL MCCARTHY

(New York) Newsday

I
n a popular TV commercial, an annoy-
ing duck follows unsuspecting people
around, quacking “AFLAC!” to re-
mind them of the benefits of a certain

brand of health insurance.

Now that I’ve seen President Bush’s pro-
posed budget for next year, I think it advis-
able to hire the duck to waddle the streets
of Washington. His job would be to quack
“Amtrak!” as loudly as possible, reminding
people of the irreplaceability of our nation-
wide train system, which the Bushies have
placed squarely in their gun sights.

Republicans have been trying to get rid
of Amtrak for years. Each year they pro-
pose putting less money in the budget for
Amtrak than it needs to survive, and each
year Congress comes to the rescue. But
with the Bush administration now deter-
mined to end once and for all scores of pro-
grams that Americans have grown used to,
it wants to stop funding Amtrak complete-
ly.

The goal is to drive the train system into
bankruptcy, from which it would theoreti-
cally emerge leaner and more efficient, or

to force the states to take over interstate
rail travel. The result would be disastrous,
however, and is guaranteed to leave whole
swaths of the country without reliable train
service.

The Bushies are doing this partly for ideo-
logical reasons: smaller government, less
drain on the taxpayers’ pocketbooks, they
argue. They say Amtrak has failed in the
open market by not generating enough reve-
nue to support itself. But the argument is a
scam. Republicans claim the airlines and
the highway systems are self-supporting —
the airlines through ticket taxes and the
highways through gasoline taxes, while
Amtrak is like the lazy brother on welfare.
In fact, the airlines and highways are subsi-
dized by billions of taxpayer dollars.

And virtually every mass transportation
system in the world, including every rail-
road system, requires some kind of govern-
ment subsidy to survive.

By all accounts, David Gunn, who took
over the helm of Amtrak in 2002, has done a
remarkable job of running the railroad with
limited resources. Amtrak had 25 million
riders last year, an all-time record, and rid-
ership has soared not only on the most prof-
itable northeast corridor between Washing-

ton and Boston, but on short distance routes
in the West, on the Pacific Surfliner in
southern California, in the Midwest, and on
its long distance routes.

Whenever I take the train from New
York to Springfield or Boston, or to Balti-
more or Washington, I think of how I’d ride
the train more often, if it only went to more
places quickly and often, and if I didn’t
have to make so many stops in between. …

Vukan Vuchik, professor of transporta-
tion at the University of Pennsylvania, says
there’s a substantial untapped market for
train trips of 200-400 miles, and that the
trains could really compete with the air-
lines if we made those trips really fast and
pleasant. And he sees a latent market for
long-distance train trips among Americans
and foreign tourists who want to see the
country at a leisurely pace and travel with
their families. To do these things, Amtrak
needs more government support, not less.

The Republicans have sold out the rail-
roads to the oil interests, the airline inter-
ests and the automotive interests. …

Hopefully Congress will ride to Amtrak’s
rescue again, though the Bush administra-
tion is as determined to cut services as any
administration in a long time. Now, where’s
that Amtrak duck?

Respect for Mattis

I served with a Marine infantry battalion
for eight years and another three years with
an Amtrac platoon as a hospital corpsman.

Unfortunately, in this day and age, the
comment [made by Marine Lt. Gen. James
Mattis] isn’t considered politically correct
(“Mattis’ words upset Islamic group,” arti-
cle, Feb. 5, Europe edition; “Islamic group
upset over Mattis remarks,” Mideast edi-
tion).

I, on the other hand, know what sacrifices
our fellow veterans have made for our free-
dom and having a leader like Mattis as my
commander would give me confidence in
my success in battle and coming home
alive. I’ve been in commands where we
were lead by paper pushers who only read
the letter of the law and not the intent or
spirit of the law. Needless to say, they don’t
make good leaders of men.

I have the utmost respect for Mattis in his
ability to command in combat and if my two
sons decide to enter military service, I pray
they have leaders of the same caliber.

Petty Officer 2nd Class David Hilborn

Camp Patriot, Kuwait

In defense of Mattis

We are a nation at war, with an enemy
that has ambushed and attacked from be-
hind religious sanctuary, flags of truce,
faked death to attack our troops from be-
hind and booby-trapped its dead, used
shrines to store weapons and accused us of
violating those Islamic shrines.

I believe it was innocent civilians who
were beheaded on a regular basis. And we
care about some Muslim group’s image of
this country, which is is the stated enemy of
Islam behind only Israel (“Islamic group
upset over Mattis remarks,” article, Feb. 5,
Mideast edition; “Mattis’ words upset Islam-
ic group,” Europe edition)? I don’t see this
major American-Islamic group getting
angry about the above-mentioned actions.
They are preaching from the sanctuary that
someone else provided them.

We are at war. We could kiss the butt of
every interested religious group on this
earth and all we would be seen as by our en-
emies is weak.

[Marine Lt. Gen. James Mattis] was talk-
ing like he would to his troops. When our en-
emies put down their arms, the general can
apologize. We are repeatedly warned that
our enemies seek to detonate a dirty bomb
on U.S. soil. Either that is a scam to justify
encroachment of constitutionally guaran-
teed rights or we are at war and those are
acts of war.

Staff Sgt. Timothy Goodrich
Dover Air Force Base, Del.

Where is Muslims’ outrage?

After reading “Islamic group upset over
Mattis remarks,” (article, Feb. 5, Mideast
edition; “Mattis’ words upset Islamic
group,” Europe edition) I would be the first
to admit that Lt. Gen. James Mattis could
have chosen his words more carefully.

But what was really upsetting to me was
the Council on American-Islamic Relations
calling on the Pentagon to discipline Mattis.
I don’t understand how the council can con-
demn one of our best generals over some
ill-made comments when it overlooks so
many other incidents that deserve the same
amount of attention that this case is receiv-
ing.

After viewing the council’s Web site, I
found no official statements or reactions to
the Daniel Pearl murder, the Margaret Has-
san murder or the Nick Berg murder.

So, I ask Omar Ahmad: Why is your orga-
nization so quick to criticize Mattis, when it
refuses to criticize those who committed the
murders of these civilians.

Richard J. Gutierrez
Taji, Iraq
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

Los Angeles Times

T
he bellicose proclamations rico-
cheting from the United States to
Iran and North Korea threaten to
drown out common sense. The bot-

tom line is that the United States should
proceed at top speed to see what it will take
to stop Iran and North Korea from develop-
ing nuclear weapons. Hard-liners thunder
against “bribery” or “appeasement.”

But negotiations are better called “diplo-
macy” or “compromise.”

The alternative of waiting for a regime
change, let alone two, is unacceptable;
there’s no indication of that any time soon.

It has been clear for
nearly two years that the
United States invaded the
only member of the
three-nation “axis of evil”
that did not have nuclear
weapons or an active pro-
gram to develop them.

While the United States
has been tied down in
Iraq, Iran is thought to
have been making
progress in developing nu-
clear weapons and North
Korea to have been adding
to the one or two it is be-
lieved to possess.

Last week, Pyongyang claimed for the

first time it had the weapons; it also refused

to resume six-party negotiations with the

United States, Russia, South Korea, Japan

and China. Pyongyang said it needs the

weapons to defend against “the Bush ad-

ministration’s ever more undisguised poli-

cy to isolate and stifle” North Korea.

Actually, the administration had been
relatively restrained in recent weeks in its
references to North Korea, except when
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice de-
scribed it during her confirmation hear-
ings as one of six “outposts of tyranny” — a
remark cited by Pyongyang. Iran has faced
tougher rhetoric from Bush and Rice. Dur-
ing her recent tour of Europe, Rice castigat-
ed the “unelected few” running Iran for
their terrible record on human rights. Ira-
nian President Mohammad Khatami re-
sponded that the country was united
against threats, and any invaders would be
buried in “a burning hell.”

Much of the verbiage could be mere pos-
turing. The United States
has long said it would not
invade North Korea; Py-
ongyang might just be
upset that Iran is getting
more U.S. attention. Iran
could be increasing the vol-
ume preparatory to more
negotiations with Britain,
France and Germany over
its nuclear program. Te-
hran and Pyongyang might
be seeking greater re-
wards for future yielding
on weapons.

The way to find out is
for the Bush administration to push hard-
er.

It has been too passive with Iran and
North Korea. Washington should help the
three European nations offer Iran extra
trade benefits if it limits its nuclear pro-
gram to producing energy. The United
States should tell North Korea it is ready
with money and food if it rejoins the Nucle-

ar Nonproliferation Treaty and readmits
nuclear inspectors.

Waiting for North Korea to give up weap-
ons before being rewarded has not worked,

and there’s no evidence it will. Claiming to
support Europe’s negotiations with Iran

but denouncing the mullahs in Tehran —
Bush did both in his State of the Union
speech — sends a mixed message and
keeps the United States, the nation of most
concern to Iran, on the sidelines.

Iran sponsors the terrorist group Hezbol-
lah; North Korea, paranoid and secretive,
might be willing to sell arms to whatever
nation or group will pay. With nuclear
weapons in either country, there are great-
er odds for a deadly incident, accidental or
otherwise, and higher risks of destabilizing
the Mideast or East Asia.

There’s no good alternative to trying to
deal with Tehran and Pyongyang. Both cap-
itals may refuse meaningful negotiations,
but Washington must try.

U.S. took right steps to cut terrorists at the knees
BY ROBERT ZELNICK

T
he scars are too fresh, the mis-
takes too profound, the human
tragedy too deep for anyone to
gloat. But with free elections

held in Palestinian territory and Iraq, the
emergence of Mahmoud Abbas as Pales-
tinian leader, and the whispers of support
for democratic reform in Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and even plucky little Qatar, one
begins to sense that freedom can prevail
over terrorism — even in a difficult part
of the world.

The task ahead is not easy. In the Mid-
dle East, for example, the familiar “final
status” issues — borders, settlements,
Jerusalem and refugees — will continue
to tax the moral courage of statesmen, an-
gering constituents, frustrating allies.
Cynical or simplistic voices will some-
times confound those of a more nuanced
tone. The trowel and the plastic bomb,
both wielded by extremists, may once
again clash as instruments of national des-
tiny.

In Iraq, the terrorists retain the ability
to kill at random and in considerable num-
bers. Conflicting factional interests will
require painstaking arbitration. Sunnis
must join the government, leaving their
Baathist or extreme Wahabbi identities at
the door.

Still, it is worth noting the similar ap-
proach Israel and the United States took
in countering terrorist challenges, both
acting despite great domestic opposition,
little international support and mounting
casualties.

The first imperative was to contain the
physical threat. To prevent the suicide
bomber pandemic from turning every
bus ride, discotheque visit or dinner out
into a Russian-roulette-type experience,

Ariel Sharon reoccupied areas on the
West Bank and Gaza from which Israel
had earlier withdrawn. President Bush
courageously endorsed this action as well
as Israel’s refusal to deal with those “com-
promised by terror.”

The United States was slow to build up
its forces in Iraq or to provide the right
kind of equipment, problems addressed
only in recent months. As important, a co-
herent plan for training Iraqi forces is
now in place.

Second, the operations of both coun-
tries exacted a price on populations sup-
porting the terrorists. Israel established
checkpoints throughout the most trouble-
some areas, inhibiting Palestinian com-
merce, agriculture and travel. Israeli sol-
diers arrested thousands of suspects and
began building a wall of separation.

They reasoned — rightly — that when

the burden of supporting terrorism be-
came intolerable, most Palestinians
would stop supporting it.

From Sadr City
in Baghdad to Fallu-
jah, to the Sunni
“Triangle of
Death,” the United
States began to
apply the same les-
sons. Resident pop-
ulations came to un-
derstand that the terrorists deliver nei-
ther freedom nor pride, only misery. Intel-
ligence improved dramatically.

Third, Israel, the United States and
Iraqi democrats always held out the prom-
ise of better times for those choosing con-
ventional politics over the gun. For Pales-
tinians that promise is mobility, autonomy
and, eventually, statehood. For Iraq’s Sun-

nis it means participation in political life.
Terrorism is, by definition, a political

act. When it fails, its stars lose their lus-
ter. On Iraq’s elec-
tion day, Muqtada
al-Sadr, the once
formidable mullah,
was figuratively
trampled by follow-
ers marching past
him to the polls.
Abu Musab al-Zar-

qawi — with his terrorist lieutenants in
custody and his name an embarrassment
on the Arab street that once cheered him
— cursed democracy and its adherents
from his hiding place du jour. Nobody
seemed to listen.

Robert Zelnick is a research fellow at the Hoover
Institution, a Standford-Calif.-based public policy
research center, and chairman of the Department
of Journalism at Boston University.

Talks with Iran, N. Korea better than isolation
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Q. I cannot open Adobe PDF files on the Internet
while using the latest Adobe Reader software on my
new Windows XP computer. When I click on a PDF
file when I am on the Internet a window opens and
after a few seconds a small icon appears in the win-
dow, and that is all.

I have another computer with Windows 98 and I
can open PDF files on the Internet. I am
one of the many senior guys using the com-
puter to stay up with the young folks.
Thanks. — Dallas Heft

A. I, too, am among the senior guys using
a computer to stay up with the young ones,
and I need all the company that I can get,
Mr. H. So here’s your fix.

Adobe’s portable document format is a
highly popular feature of Adobe Acrobat,
software that can combine all the elements
of a complex document like fonts, photos
and even sounds, and write them into a file
that anybody with Adobe’s free-of-charge
Reader software can open.

Most commonly, Acrobat Reader be-
comes an add-on to the Web browser so that when a
user clicks on a PDF icon on the Web it will open in
a simulated Acrobat Reader display inside the
browser. But you have to tell the software that you
want this feature implemented. It’s turned off by de-
fault.

Users are supposed to get a nag screen when they
first run Acrobat Reader asking them if they want
this feature enabled.

Lacking that prompt, you can restore the settings
by finding an Acrobat document and then opening
it. Just find any PDF file on the Web and then give
its icon a right-click and select the Save Target As
command that this summons to make a copy on your
desktop. Now click that PDF open and select Edit in
the toolbar.

With the Edit command opened, go down to Pref-
erences. In the Preferences display, click on Inter-
net and you will get a set of check boxes including
one to enable (or disable) the opening in the brows-
er feature.

You also will find a handy check box there that
will stop the Adobe software from making those end-

less offers to check for software upgrades that vex
our generation and the younger crowd as well.

Q. I can’t get one of the computers in my small
network to work with a shared printer. The printer
is attached to my desktop computer and the com-
puter is attached to a wireless router with an Ether-

net cable. The wireless router then serves
two laptops. But one of the laptops is not
printing. Instead it gets error messages
that say a spooler service is not running.
—Curt Hernandez

A. Your solution is fairly simple, Mr. H.
The trouble is that the fix is hidden.

Cutting to the chase, you need to set a Win-
dows command for printer sharing on each
of the computers in this kind of network. But
first you need to tell Windows to load the
drivers for the printer on each computer.

Click on Start and Control Panel, then find
the Fax and Printer icon. Click it open and
look for the icon for your printer. If there is
no icon there you need to load the software
for the printer on the computer, which will

create one.
To do that, click on the Add Printer command in

the Control Panel windows. This will walk you
through the steps for installing the printer’s soft-
ware and drivers and create an icon in the Control
Panel. Now right-click on the printer’s icon and look
for Sharing in the pop-up menu. Select Properties
and go to Sharing in the next display. This brings up
a tabbed box where you need to check a radio button
to order the printer shared and give it a name of
eight or fewer letters.

When you click the Apply button after making
these changes, a small icon for a hand will appear
below the printer’s own icon indicating that it is
ready for sharing.

Setting sharing creates a memory bank called a
spooler that will hold the data from each user as
they order print jobs. The spooler acts as a traffic
manager to assign priority to the various machines
that have sent data to be printed.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at jcoates@tribune.com or via
snail mail at the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435 N. Michigan
Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Questions can be answered only
through this column. Add your point of view at
chicagotribune.com/askjim.

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If you’re buy-
ing a new car, the decision to
trade in your old one can seem
like playing a trump card — a
move to be made only after
you’ve already negotiated the
best offer from your car dealer.

But can you trick a dealer into
offering you a still lower price
for a new car than he or she had
originally intended? “That’s not
easy to do,” says Phil Reed, con-
sumer advice editor for Ed-
munds.com.

The Web site offers compari-
son-shopping guides for cars.

Don’t wait until the end of ne-
gotiations for your new car to
mention that you want to trade
in the old one. Instead, Reed rec-
ommends, make your trade-in
price one of the first things you
consider when choosing which
dealership you want to buy your
new car from.

First, find out how much your
car is really worth. Check sourc-
es such as the Kelley Blue Book,
or the “Appraise a Car” feature
on Edmunds.com.

Then, get the car in the best

shape possible. Clean it inside
and out, and take care to remove
any of your personal items.
“You want to give it curb ap-
peal,” says Reed. Dealers may
grant you a higher trade-in
value if they can easily visualize
how the car will look on their lot.

Next, gather important paper-
work you’ll need to make a good
deal.

Having the vehicle’s service
records can help you negotiate a
higher price if your car has been
well-cared for. You should also
bring any documentation you
have regarding the car’s value.

Finally, bring the car to sever-
al dealers in the area where
you’re considering buying your
new car. Offers will vary widely,
Reed says, so shop around. The
dealerships that will give you
the best price for your trade-in
are worth negotiating with for
your new car.

Don’t ask about prices on a
new car yet — why waste time
in one dealer’s office when an-
other will give you $1,000 more
for your trade in? Just ask for
your old car’s trade-in value,
and what the time limit is on that
offer.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3376
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7476
British pound ....................................... $1.94
Japanese yen (Feb. 16) ..................... 103.00
South Korean won (Feb. 15) ......... 1,002.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37695
British pound .................................... $1.8886
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2345
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.40
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.8116
Euro ....................................... $1.2963/0.7714
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7992
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 187.47
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 62.565
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3764
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 105.15
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29195
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 6.10
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 54.55
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6385
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,024.90
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.13
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.54
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.3115

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $425.20
Silver ..................................................... $7.27

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ......................................... 3.50
Federal funds market rate ............. 2.5625
3-month bill ............................................ 2.52
30-year bond .......................................... 4.47
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

Get good car trade-in deals

BY JEFF BROWN

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Buying corporate bonds has al-
ways been a headache for small
investors.

Since bond prices haven’t been
reported in a
centralized
way, as stock
prices are, in-
vestors had
to shop
around, com-

paring deals offered by various
brokers.

But not anymore.
Now you can look up prices

and other information on some
29,000 corporate bonds, using the
online Trade Reporting and Com-
pliance Engine offered free by
the NASD (formerly the National
Association of Securities Deal-
ers).

The site began operating in
July 2002 with just 500 bonds.
The number has gradually
grown, with the final batch added
Feb. 7. The search engine is avail-
able at www.nasdbond
info.com and www.investingin
bonds.com.

Corporate bonds offer slightly
higher yields than government
bonds, and they can be used to di-
versify a portfolio — to spread
risk among a variety of holdings.

The easiest way to invest in
them, of course, is through a mu-
tual fund, and that’s probably
still the best approach for most in-
vestors.

But some investors prefer the

greater control they can get by
owning bonds directly.

By using the TRACE site, you
can identify bonds with the rat-
ings, maturities and coupon rates
you desire, and you can tell
whether a specific bond trades
often enough that you can be sure
of finding a buyer when you’re
ready to sell.

Most important, you can see re-
cent prices, so you’ll know wheth-
er your broker is offering a good
deal.

Know IRS red flags

How do you avoid an IRS
audit? There’s no guaranteed
way. But there are certain items
that tend to draw the taxman’s at-
tention, according to RIA, the tax
information company.

Many involve figures that are
reported independently by your
employer, bank, brokerage or mu-
tual fund companies. If those
numbers differ from the ones on
your return, it will be a red flag.
They include:

� wages, tips and other com-
pensation reported on Form W-2;

� interest and dividend in-
come, especially if either ex-
ceeds $1,500;

� withdrawals from retire-
ment plans, such as IRAs and
401(k)s;

� gambling winnings, especial-
ly if they exceed $600; and

� Cancellation of a debt you
owed (the amount that was forgiv-
en may be taxable).

Jeff Brown is a business columnist
for The Inquirer.

Bonds comparisons
now free on the Web

YOUR MONEY

Check box prompts PDFs

Column

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,791.13 -4.88 -.05 +.08 +1.54
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,589.31 -23.72 -.66 -5.50 +23.07

354.05 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 355.79 +2.91 +.82 +6.22 +31.44
7,273.21 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,280.37 +18.73 +.26 +.42 +8.80
1,494.37 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,502.11 +11.01 +.74 +4.72 +20.79
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,082.91 +6.25 +.30 -4.25 +1.43
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,206.14 +.84 +.07 -.48 +5.27

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 662.77 +.11 +.02 -.08 +10.04
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 635.02 +.26 +.04 -2.54 +8.52

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,886.22 +10.74 +.09 -.71 +6.37

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 69.49 -.30 +6.3
Armor Holdings ... 16 38.21 -2.43 -18.7
Boeing 1.00 23 54.04 -.10 +4.4
Computer Sciences ... 15 47.47 -1.04 -15.8
Engineered Sup Sys .07 22 60.75 -1.00 +2.6
General Dynamics 1.44 17 106.03 -.64 +1.4
General Electric .88 23 36.32 +.09 -.5
Halliburton .50 ... 41.42 -.48 +5.6
Harris Corp. .48 28 65.28 -.07 +5.6
Allied Signal .83 23 39.30 +.16 +11.0
L-3 Communications .50 22 73.57 -.95 +.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 59.37 -.32 +6.9
NorthrpG s .92 18 54.25 +.53 -.2
Raytheon .80 41 38.22 +.17 -1.6
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 59.28 -1.04 +19.6
Sequa Corp. ... 34 56.56 +.31 -7.5
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.95 +.09 +5.4
Textron Inc. 1.40 29 74.83 -.12 +1.4
United Technologies 1.76 18 101.30 -.10 -2.0

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 376788 3.41 +.05
SprntFON 272845 23.12 -.19
Pfizer 238959 25.48 +.33
HewlettP 183922 20.77 -.53
QwestCm 167975 3.98 -.17
VerizonCm 160990 36.19 -.12
EMC Cp 155619 13.04 -.09
AmIntGp 143483 71.49 -1.63
ProctG s 137053 52.70 +.55
SBC Com 121814 24.37 +.11

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 296303 120.68 -.09
SemiHTr 224313 33.92 ...
iShJapan 111960 10.70 +.10
SP Fncl 51348 30.52 -.05
iShRs2000 43314 126.49 -.11
DJIA Diam 36830 107.98 -.11
GreyWolf 34363 5.90 -.07
OilSvHT 30074 93.20 -1.24
SP Engy 28769 40.47 +.05
WheatR g 27669 3.36 +.03

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Intel 587585 24.31 +.14
Microsoft 584516 26.01 +.04
Cisco 558930 17.97 +.27
Nasd100Tr 535206 37.87 +.17
AltairNano 461799 4.95 +.55
JDS Uniph 428885 1.97 +.06
MCI Inc n 420094 19.93 -.82
Google n 382580 192.99 +5.59
Oracle 340828 13.31 -.04
ApldMatl 322838 17.13 -.01

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.98 +.05 -.6
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.83 +.29 -2.2
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.85 +.01 -2.2
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.74 +.03 -.3
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.53 +.02 +.7
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.23 ... +.1
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.83 -.06 -1.0
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.57 +.01 -1.2
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.20 +.01 +1.0
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.28 +.29 -.3
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.39 +.02 -.5
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.56 -.03 +1.1
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.89 +.01
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.48 +.03 +.4
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.84 ... +.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.84 +.03 -1.5
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.83 -.01 +.4
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 44.30 +.38 +.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.67 +.14 -.5
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.51 -.01 -2.5
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.11 +.01 +1.2
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.32 +.01 +.9
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.72 ... +1.2
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.09 +.06 -.8
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 37 30
Bahrain 67 51
Beijing 37 22
Beirut 69 54
Bermuda 64 61
Caracas 87 73
Helsinki 28 18
Hong Kong 73 57
Lisbon 64 40

HI LO
Manila 88 72
Mexico City 76 47
Montreal 33 -02
Riyadh 69 51
Rio de. Jan 84 87
Seoul  41 29
Sofia  42 26
Sydney 80 65
Tokyo 48 38

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 89 62
Dakar  72 62
Freetown 88 76
Kinshasa 89 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 87 75
Nairobi 79 60
Rabat   63 40
Tripoli 59 39

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 52 37 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 35 19 Snow
Albany,N.Y. 45 21 Rain
Albuquerque 55 38 PCldy
Amarillo 42 27 Cldy
Anchorage 32 23 PCldy
Asheville 61 34 Rain
Atlanta 62 38 Cldy
Austin 62 45 Cldy
Baltimore 58 30 Rain
Baton Rouge 73 46 PCldy
Billings 32 20 Clr
Birmingham 62 36 Cldy
Bismarck 23 8 PCldy
Boise 40 24 Clr
Boston 46 27 Rain
Bridgeport 51 28 Rain
Brownsville 79 63 Clr
Buffalo 32 18 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 40 18 Snow
Caribou,Maine 35 20 Snow
Casper 34 12 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 73 40 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 44 24 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 67 40 Cldy
Chattanooga 58 32 Rain
Cheyenne 33 15 PCldy
Chicago 31 18 PCldy
Cincinnati 39 23 Cldy
Cleveland 34 19 Snow
Colorado Springs 33 20 Cldy

Columbia,S.C. 72 42 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 68 41 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 38 23 Snow
Concord,N.H. 47 20 Cldy
Corpus Christi 82 60 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 57 37 Cldy
Dayton 36 22 Cldy
Daytona Beach 81 54 PCldy
Denver 36 19 Cldy
Des Moines 37 16 PCldy
Detroit 30 19 Snow
Duluth 15 -6 Clr
El Paso 65 45 Cldy
Elkins 44 18 Rain
Erie 35 19 Snow
Eugene 52 29 PCldy
Evansville 44 24 Cldy
Fargo 16 1 Clr
Flagstaff 48 25 PCldy
Flint 28 15 Snow
Fort Smith 52 34 Cldy
Fort Wayne 32 18 PCldy
Fresno 62 48 Rain
Goodland 37 20 Cldy
Grand Junction 48 31 Cldy
Grand Rapids 29 16 Cldy
Great Falls 35 14 Clr
Green Bay 25 7 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 67 37 Rain
Harrisburg 51 29 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 50 24 Rain
Helena 34 10 Clr

Honolulu 81 66 Clr
Houston 72 47 PCldy
Huntsville 59 33 Cldy
Indianapolis 39 22 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 63 37 Cldy
Jacksonville 78 54 PCldy
Juneau 41 38 Cldy
Kansas City 46 21 PCldy
Key West 78 66 PCldy
Knoxville 56 30 Rain
Lake Charles 77 52 PCldy
Lansing 30 15 Cldy
Las Vegas 64 48 Cldy
Lexington 45 24 Rain
Lincoln 39 17 PCldy
Little Rock 55 33 Cldy
Los Angeles 64 54 Rain
Louisville 42 25 Cldy
Lubbock 45 33 Cldy
Macon 69 40 PCldy
Madison 31 11 PCldy
Medford 52 35 Cldy
Memphis 51 31 Cldy
Miami Beach 81 63 Clr
Midland-Odessa 54 38 Cldy
Milwaukee 32 14 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 21 7 PCldy
Mobile 73 45 Cldy
Montgomery 70 43 Cldy
Nashville 52 30 PCldy
New Orleans 74 50 PCldy
New York City 51 34 Rain

Newark 54 32 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 69 36 Rain
North Platte 36 11 PCldy
Oklahoma City 49 32 Cldy
Omaha 37 16 PCldy
Orlando 80 55 Clr
Paducah 46 28 Cldy
Pendleton 45 24 Clr
Peoria 37 19 PCldy
Philadelphia 55 25 Rain
Phoenix 71 55 PCldy
Pittsburgh 41 20 Rain
Pocatello 26 7 PCldy
Portland,Maine 43 26 Rain
Portland,Ore. 53 34 Clr
Providence 54 26 Rain
Pueblo 38 22 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 71 38 Rain
Rapid City 32 11 PCldy
Reno 52 33 Rain
Richmond 68 31 Rain
Roanoke 61 34 Cldy
Rochester 34 18 Snow
Rockford 31 13 PCldy
Sacramento 61 50 Rain
St Louis 43 23 PCldy
St Thomas 79 75 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 53 28 Clr
Salt Lake City 39 29 Snow
San Angelo 56 38 PCldy
San Antonio 69 49 Cldy
San Diego 63 56 Rain

San Francisco 61 51 Rain
San Jose 64 49 Rain
San Juan,P.R. 79 72 PCldy
Santa Fe 51 32 PCldy
St Ste Marie 24 9 Snow
Savannah 75 45 PCldy
Seattle 51 34 Clr
Shreveport 60 40 Cldy
Sioux City 32 12 PCldy
Sioux Falls 26 8 PCldy
South Bend 31 17 Cldy
Spokane 37 19 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 39 20 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 46 23 Cldy
Syracuse 39 20 Snow
Tallahassee 76 50 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 76 58 PCldy
Toledo 33 18 Cldy
Topeka 46 20 PCldy
Tucson 70 50 PCldy
Tulsa 50 31 Cldy
Tupelo 56 33 Cldy
Waco 59 39 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 61 29 Rain
W.Palm Beach 80 59 Clr
Wichita 45 24 Snow
Wichita Falls 50 35 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 46 23 Snow
Yakima 43 22 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES 

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY
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SPAIN
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CORSICA
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IRELAND
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DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA
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GREECE
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MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA
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Moscow
33/26

St. Petersburg
27/19

Kiev
39/31

Bucharest
48/31

Warsaw
36/30

Oslo
22/11

Berlin
34/29

Frankfurt
37/25

Stuttgart
28/21

Prague
31/23

Budapest
34/26

Copenhagen
29/22

Reykjavik
41/30

Dublin
46/37

Ramstein
34/25

Vienna
34/29

Geneva
31/21

Brussels
36/34

Istanbul
49/42

Athens
55/40

Souda Bay
56/47

Sigonella
50/35

Naples
46/35

Rome
48/32

Belgrade
45/33

Sarajevo
32/23

Tirana
50/32

Pristina
36/23

Tuzla
34/25

Aviano
45/30

Pisa
48/30

Paris
37/29

Nice
51/34

Barcelona
50/33

Madrid
45/27

Morón
64/41

Rota
58/40

Lisbon
54/40

Izmir
59/48

London
43/30

Lakenheath
40/37

Stockholm
28/19

Benelux: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 30s. Thursday lows in upper 20s
to lower 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
afternoon rainshowers. Highs in the
40s. Thursday lows in the 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with snow. Highs in the low 30s.
Thursday lows in the low to mid 20s.

France: In the north, mostly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. Thursday lows
in the upper 20s. In the south, sunny
to partly cloudy. Highs in the lower
50s. Thursday lows in the lower 30s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
low to mid 30s. Thursday lows in the
mid to upper 20s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with snow-
showers. Highs in the upper 20s.
Thursday lows in the lower to mid 20s.

Hungary: Cloudy with rain and snow
mix. Highs in the mid 30s. Thursday
lows in the mid 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the mid to upper 40s.
Thursday lows in the low 30s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy with iso-
lated rainshowers and thunderstorms.
Highs in the upper 40s to low 50s.
Thursday lows in the mid 30s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with snow in the morn-
ing. Highs in the upper 30s. Thursday
lows in the lower 20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
snowshowers in the evening. Highs in
the low 30s, low 20s inland. Thursday
lows in upper 20s, teens inland.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. In the north,
highs in the mid 40s to low 50s.
Thursday lows in the mid 20s to low
30s. In the south, highs in the upper
50s to mid 60s. Thursday lows in the
lower 40s.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms along the coast. Highs in the
upper 40s to upper 50s. Thursday
lows in the 40s.

European forecast for 16 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Kimberly Hardage

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
55/40

Baghdad
64/43

Kuwait City
68/48

Dhahran
67/53

Dubai
70/54

Zahedan
49/25

Karachi
75/44 Bombay

86/69

New Delhi
72/45

Kandahar
49/28

Kabul
25/13

Islamabad
57/39

Mazar-e-Sharif
30/08

Ashgabat
37/16

Tehran
45/31

Hyderabad
94/67

Tel Aviv
70/52

Cairo
75/57

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghad) 6:46A.M. 6:45A.M.
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:35A.M. 7:33A.M.
Sunset ( Baghad) 5:49P.M. 5:50P.M.
Sunset (Frankfurt) 5:46P.M. 5:48P.M.

Skopje
42/23•

•Stavanger
32/29

Lajes
62/53

New moon
x

First qtr.
x

Full moon
x

Last qtr.
x

L

L
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AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Albert-Ernest Carrier-Belleuse’s

“Autumn Lovers” is one of three

new acquisitions unveiled at the

Fredrick Meijer Gardens &

Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids,

Mich.

Cruel and unusual

VA NEWPORT NEWS —
An elementary

school teacher faces crimi-
nal charges for punishing a
10-year-old boy by forcing
him to stand outside in the
cold without a coat for 30
minutes.

Jason Matthew Kri-
ner, a 27-year-old teach-
er at Riverside Elemen-
tary School, was ar-
rested last week and
charged with contributing to the
delinquency of a minor, a misde-
meanor that includes abuse or ne-
glect by an adult, police said.

Kriner, a music teacher, disci-
plined the boy by having him stand
outside wearing a short-sleeved
shirt without a coat around 3 p.m.
on Jan. 28, police said. The temper-
ature outside was around 30 de-
grees with a 15- to 20-mph wind.

The school system suspended
Kriner without pay pending the
outcome of the case, Newport
News schools spokeswoman
Michelle Morgan said.

Bad heroin suspected

CT HARTFORD — Authorities
are worried there may be

some especially bad heroin on the
market in Connecticut.

Three apparent overdose deaths
in New Britain have prompted a
statewide health alert.

A batch of heroin made several
people critically ill in New Jersey
two weeks ago, and authorities are
concerned there may be a link.

Fire threatens blood

TX HOUSTON — The staff at a
Houston blood bank scram-

bled to save about 6,000 units of
stored blood as firefighters battled
a four-alarm blaze that gutted the
bank warehouse.

About 500 pints of blood had to
be destroyed after the fire at the
Gulf Shores Regional Blood Cen-
ter.

No one was injured in the Satur-
day night fire, which was limited to
the warehouse. Investigators
traced the cause to an electrical
problem. The center was to remain
closed for cleanup Monday.

The fire alarm sounded as em-
ployees were testing the 500 units
of blood and evacuated the center,
leaving the blood behind.

The blood had to be destroyed
because it was exposed to tempera-
tures higher than allowed. Howev-
er, the staff was able to rescue
about 6,000 units of stored blood, a
three-day supply.

Society mulls sale

RI PROVIDENCE — The
Rhode Island Historical So-

ciety says it may be forced to sell
as many as 40 objects from its per-
manent collection, including a rare
Colonial-era desk.

“I hope people realize that noth-
ing less than the survival of the his-
torical society as an institution is at
stake here,” said executive direc-
tor Bernard Fishman. “We’ve
made all the staff and budget cuts
we can make. Unless we can raise
enough money from outside sourc-
es, we have no choice but to consid-
er selling parts of the collection.”

Likely candidates for sale in-
clude a Colonial-era tea table made
in Charleston, S.C.; a Massachu-
setts chest-on-chest donated by a
Connecticut collector; and a
so-called “lighthouse” clock of un-
certain provenance. But the star of
the sale would be a block-front desk
commissioned by Providence mer-
chant Joseph Brown in the late 18th

century that remained in the Brown
family until 1944, when it was donat-
ed to the historical society.

Pot grower sentenced

HI
HONOLULU — A
37-year-old Molokai man

has been sentenced to 10 years in
prison for growing marijuana on
Molokai.

Eugene K. Albino pleaded guilty
in December 2003. Federal law
does not provide for parole.

Nearly 2,500 marijuana plants
ranging in height from six inches
to three feet were seized by law en-
forcement officers from a secluded
gulch on Molokai’s north side, said
U.S. Attorney Edward Kubo.

The marijuana patch was under
surveillance when Albino’s pickup
truck was seen leaving the area in
the early morning hours of July 30,
2003, Kubo said.

Don’t drink the wrong ale

WI
RACINE — Just sipping a
brewski gave Isac Aguero a

career hangover.
Aguero, 24, said he was fired

from his job with a Miller Brewing
distributor, the same day a picture
appeared in The Journal Times of
Racine of him drinking a Bud
Light, which is brewed by rival An-
heuser-Busch Co.

Aguero, who had been a forklift
operator at CJW Inc. for four
years, told the newspaper he was

informed by co-work-
ers when he arrived
at work last week

that he was in trouble
because of the picture.

He said he was called
into the general manag-
er’s office and told he was
fired. Aguero said he was
not given a reason and

claimed he never had prob-
lems with his bosses.

Thomas Bey, a CJW sales
manager, said the company
consistently reminds its “em-
ployees that drinking alcohol

is entirely a personal decision. …
The image and reputation of any
company is determined in large
part by the way its employees are
seen to behave. Our employees can
and should be our best ambassa-
dors.”

Very pricey tea table

NC
DURHAM — When Albert
Sack buys furniture, he

doesn’t skimp.
The antiques dealer just spent

$7.5 million on a mahogany tea
table — the second-highest price
ever paid for a piece of American
furniture.

“As long as it is great, there’s no
price too great for a masterpiece,”
Sack said of his purchase at a Jan.
22 auction at New York’s Sotheby’s
auction house.

The table is one of only four of
its kind made by the noted 18th
century craftsman John Goddard
of Newport, R.I.

The final hammer price was $7.5
million. With fees, the total cost
was $8.41 million.

Math, English over arts

NY
ALBANY — The state’s
Board of Regents an-

nounced a new policy under which
middle schools could drop courses
such as music, visual arts and for-
eign languages to leave more time
for English and math.

Barely half of New York’s mid-
dle school students met the state’s
math and English standards a year
ago.

Town stays sign-savvy

SD
WECOTA — The sign said
it all: “Wecota, Pop. 19.

We’re all here, because we’re not
all there.”

That is until earlier this month,
when somebody stole the sign that
had been bolted to a wooden fence
on the west side of the Faulk Coun-
ty village since September.

But Wecota townsfolk are noth-
ing if not clever.

It turns out that part-time Weco-
ta resident Dave Griffith, who
came up with the idea for the sign,
had ordered two of them — just in
case something happened to the
first one.

Resident Jerry Barondeau said
the second sign will go up, and this
time, it will be welded into place.

Griffith paid for the signs, as
well as the town’s first street signs
— one for each of Wecota’s two
streets.

Second seat-belt bill

SC
COLUMBIA — Gov. Mark
Sanford says a seat belt bill

that recently passed the Senate
doesn’t go far enough to encourage
people to buckle up.

Currently, adult drivers not
wearing belts can be cited only if
they’re stopped for another offense
or if children in the car aren’t prop-
erly restrained.

The new bill gives police authori-
ty to stop adult drivers caught with-
out wearing a seat belt.

Cedarville Fire Fighter Jason Cook

free-floats among the blocks of ice

collected from a pond during the Miller’s Mills (N.Y.) Annual Ice Harvest.

Cook was practicing using the fire department’s cold water rescue suit.

Bathed in red stage light, Larissa

Diamant performs a Mongolian

dance during the Lunar New Year celebration at Evergreen State College

in Olympia, Wash.

Love is in the air

It’s not that cold

Army Spc. Lucky Berger of Portage,

Mich., left, kisses her husband,

Douglas, after arriving at the Kalamazoo Army Reserve Armory. Members

of the 428th Military Police Company returned from a tour of duty in Iraq.

Graceful performer

Honey, I’m home
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Los Angeles firefighter Al Hernandez

rescues Michael Garcia, 14, from

the rain-swollen Los Angeles River. Garcia slipped on gravel beside the

river and slid 30 feet down the wall of the concrete-lined river channel.

File suit, lose business

MI
FLINT — Mayor Don Will-
iamson is taking a novel

tack in fighting lawsuits — he’s
withholding city business from any-
one who has sued Flint within the
past five years.

Williamson said the Jan. 21 poli-
cy is in the taxpayers’ best inter-
ests. In recent years, the city faced
a multimillion-dollar deficit that
prompted the state to declare a fi-
nancial emergency.

“Who in the world would want to
do business if you’re sued by ’em?”
Williamson said.

But Greg Gibbs, chairman of the
Greater Flint branch of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, said he
would go to federal court to have
the policy declared unconstitution-
al. “That’s just a reckless, retaliato-
ry action [against] people who ex-
ercise their rights to go to court,”
Gibbs said. “It’s reactionary.”

Mine safety enhanced

VA
RICHMOND — Six months
ago, a half-ton boulder loos-

ened by a strip mining operation
tumbled 650 feet down a hill,
crashed through a house and
crushed 3-year-old Jeremy Kyle
Davidson as he slept in his bed.

Last week, his family looked on
as Gov. Mark R. Warner signed
tougher mine-safety legislation in-
spired by Jeremy’s death.

The bill requires mining compa-
nies to develop plans to protect peo-
ple in any area that may be affect-
ed by falling, sliding or other un-
controlled movement of mined ma-
terial. The measure also increases
the maximum civil penalty for vio-
lations resulting in injury or death
from $5,000 to $70,000.

The Virginia Department of
Mines, Minerals and Energy found
A&G Coal Corp. “demonstrated
gross negligence” and fined the com-
pany $15,000 for various violations.

Seminary president let go

NJ
NEW BRUNSWICK — The
New Brunswick Theological

Seminary has ousted its president
and reprimanded him for officiat-
ing at his gay daughter’s wedding.

The school’s board of trustees
said the Rev. Norman Kansfield,
64, performed the ceremony in
Massachusetts.

“We decided that the president
had put the seminary in an awk-
ward position by performing that
ceremony without giving us the
benefit of offering sufficient coun-
sel,” board member Rev. Larry
Williams, Sr., told The Star-Ledger
of Newark.

In a letter sent shortly before the
June 19 wedding of his daughter,
Anne, Kansfield informed the
board of his decision to officiate
and said he wasn’t seeking its per-
mission. The board voted Jan. 28
not to renew Kansfield’s contract.

Shooting death questions

CA MISSION VIEJO —
Friends and family of a

20-year-old man who was fatally
shot by an off-duty U.S. Customs
and Border Protection officer last
week are angry that police have not
arrested or charged the shooter.

Douglas Bates, who checks pass-
ports at Los Angeles International
Airport, fired one shot at Bassim
Chmait on Feb. 5 after he encoun-
tered a group of young men.

Police said they have no grounds
to arrest Bates.

Free Guard tax service

SD
PIERRE — Staffers in the
state auditor’s office are vol-

unteering to help prepare federal
income tax returns for members of
the National Guard still on duty or
who’ve just returned from active
duty overseas.

Auditor Rich Sattgast said he de-
cided to offer the help because pre-
paring taxes was the last thing he
wanted to do when he returned in
April 2002 from active duty.

Love has no boundaries

PA
VOLANT — Archie Glenn’s
family made sure he was

Deere-ly departed.
The 99-year-old dairy farmer

had a passion for John Deere trac-
tors. So at his Feb. 4 funeral, his
family had his casket pulled to the
North Plain Grove Cemetery using
a 1950s vintage John Deere tractor.

“He loved those machines,” said
Glenn’s daughter, Ruth Wigton.
“They never let him down.”

Glenn bought his first John
Deere tractor in 1935. When he re-
tired in 1977 at age 72, he continued
to use a tractor to mow 20 of his
own acres and his neighbors’ land.

Murder suspect charged

NC
DURHAM — Investigators
have charged a Virginia

man in a triple homicide that had
gone unsolved for nearly three de-
cades.

Ronnie Lindbergh Manning, 54,
of Virginia Beach, Va., was arrest-
ed at his house and charged with
three counts of murder in the slay-
ings of Aubrey L. Goss, 63; Walter
Dean, 53; and William Wheeler, 37.

They were shot to death inside a
garage on Oct. 7, 1976, at a house
known for gambling and drinking.

Goss sold liquor out of the ga-
rage and allowed his customers to
hang around drinking and playing
cards, police said. Goss’ brother
found him lying face down with
eight shots in the head, chest and
stomach and stabbed three times
in the back. The two other victims
were killed by blows to the head,
probably with a hatchet, authori-
ties said.

Church suppers outlawed

IN
INDIANAPOLIS — State
lawmakers are scrambling

to fix a 2001 law that inadvertently
outlawed the traditional pitch-in
suppers hosted by churches and
civic groups.

The law required “food establish-
ments” to hire certified food han-
dlers. It took full effect in January
and was aimed at restaurants.

However, it failed to include an
exemption for churches and non-
profits that host community sup-
pers.

Whistleblower cries foul

NV
RENO — A whistleblower
filed a second federal law-
suit against the University

of Nevada, Reno, accusing officials
of trying to smear him after he dis-
covered a hidden police camera
outside his lab last month.

UNR associate professor Hus-
sein S. Hussein sued the school last
year, claiming he became the tar-
get of reprisals after he notified
the U.S. Agricultural Department
of alleged animal abuse at UNR
barns and holding pens.

UNR officials have denied the
claims in the first suit and declined
comment on the latest suit.

Klondike, a 2-year-old Samoyed from San Francisco, is bathed by Michael

Provence in the Doggie Day Spa at the Pennsylvania Hotel in New York.

A swan at Old Reid Park in

Springfield, Ohio, leaves tracks in

the new snow that had fallen on the

park’s ice-covered pond. Four of

the white water fowl have been

staying in the park.

Dan Braatz, general manager of Culver’s restaurant, shows off

an 8.75-inch crinkle-cut fry in Pewaukee, Wis.

Swan lake

I feel pretty

All in a day’s work

Extra ketchup, please
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Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2005

Stanley

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Blue’s ABCs”

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House

Pokémon

Yu-Gi-Oh!

Doug (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Even Stevens Gourmet meal.

Kenan & Kel “Turkey Day”

Gilmore Girls “A-Tisket, A-Tas-
ket”

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “The
Letter”

Movie (( “Danger Island”
(1992) Richard Beymer, Kathy
Ireland. Plane-crash survivors
battle biological freaks.

(10:48) Movie ((* “Vertical
Limit” (2000) Chris O’Donnell.
Mountain climbers are trapped
in an icy cave on K2.

Movie (( “Dance With Me”
(1998) Vanessa L. Williams. A
Cuban discovers his dancing
ability at a U.S. dance club.

(:15) Movie ((* “Road to
Bali” (1952) Bing Crosby. Two
vaudevillians help save an is-
land beauty’s treasure.

Inside the Actors Studio
“Jude Law” Jude Law.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (((( “Titanic”
(1997, Drama) Leonardo Di-
Caprio, Kate Winslet, Billy
Zane. Oscar-winning account of
the doomed 1912 ocean liner.

(:34) Movie ((* “Hannibal”
(2001, Suspense) Anthony
Hopkins, Julianne Moore.

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today

Sylvester & Tweety

Buzz Lightyear of Star

SpongeBob SquarePants

Batman Beyond “Black Out”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

That ’70s Show

Arrested Development

Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition “McCrory Family”

Lost “The Moth”

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

That ’70s Show

Arrested Development

The Casino

The District “A House Divided”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Nightline

AFNews on Assignment

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

Fox and Friends First

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

DaySide With Linda Vester

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

Winter X-Games

SportsCenter

College Basketball Connecti-
cut at Providence. (Taped)

College Gamenight

ESPNews

Season Weekly

The Hot List

The Hot List

1st & 10

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

30-Minute Meals

Food 911

Sensible Chic

Fashion File

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “Sleuthing With the
Enemy”

Strong Medicine “Drug Inter-
actions”

Any Day Now “It’s Not About
the Butter” (Part 1 of 2)

Third Watch “Run of the Mill”

Law & Order “Standoff”

The Simpsons “HOMR”

Everybody Loves Raymond

American Idol

The Carol Burnett Show:
Let’s Bump Up the Lights

National Geographic Explorer

Friends (Part 1 of 2)

Friends (Part 2 of 2)

Daily Show-Jon Stewart

Blind Date

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

That ’70s Show

Arrested Development

Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition “McCrory Family”

Lost “The Moth”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2005

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Rocket Power

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Even Stevens Gourmet meal.

Kenan & Kel “Turkey Day”

Gilmore Girls “A-Tisket, A-Tas-
ket”

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles

Dora the Explorer “Louder!”

Stanley

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley “Platypus Problems”

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Math!”

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “Prom Night”

Pokémon “A Friend in Deed”

Yu-Gi-Oh! “Burying the Past”

Doug (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

That’s So Raven

All That Music group B2K.

7th Heaven “An Early Fall”
(Part 2 of 2)

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Til
Death Do Us Part”

(10:34) Movie ((* “Hanni-
bal” (2001) Anthony Hopkins.

(12:57) Movie (((( “Young
Frankenstein” (1974) Gene
Wilder. Dr. Frankenstein’s grand-
son returns to Transylvania.

Movie ((* “Hannibal”
(2001, Suspense) Anthony
Hopkins, Julianne Moore, Ray
Liotta. A deranged survivor lays
a trap for the brilliant cannibal.

(:23) Movie ((( “Hot
Shots!” (1991, Comedy) Char-
lie Sheen, Valeria Golino.

Inside the Actors Studio
“Jude Law” Jude Law.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie “One Woman’s Courage”
(1994) Patty Duke, Margot Kid-
der. A killer stalks the witness
who testified against him.

(10:48) Movie ((( “Arsenic
and Old Lace” (1944) Cary
Grant. Two elderly ladies poison
gentlemen with laced wine.

Movie ((( “Thelma &
Louise” (1991) Susan Saran-
don. A near-rape abruptly turns
two friends into hunted outlaws.

(:10) Movie ((* “Shakedown”
(1988) Peter Weller, Sam Elliott.
A lawyer and a narcotics cop
fight NYPD corruption.

FilmFakers “The Committed”

Ebert-Movies

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (((* “Shakespeare
in Love” (1998, Romance)
Joseph Fiennes, Gwyneth Pal-
trow. A lovely muse helps break
the playwright’s writer’s block.

(:17) Movie (( “When Trum-
pets Fade” (1998, Drama) Ron
Eldard, Frank Whaley.

Movie ((( “Air Force One”
(1997) Harrison Ford.

Late Show-Letterman

Access Hollywood

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

ESPNews

Pardon the Interruption

ESPNews

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

Headline News

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today

Legend of Tarzan

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

NBA Inside Stuff

Jeopardy!

Headline News

Destinations

AFN Evening News

Two and a Half Men

(:25) Will & Grace

Desperate Housewives “Come
In, Stranger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bloodlines” Rape victim.

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Rocko’s Modern Life

NBA Inside Stuff

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

Two and a Half Men

(:25) Will & Grace

Alias “Doppelganger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bloodlines” Rape victim.

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Headline News

NBC Nightly News

ABC World News Tonight

CBS Evening News

The NewsHour With Jim
Lehrer

Hannity & Colmes

Headline News

Nightly Business Report

Lou Dobbs Tonight

Larry King Live

NewsNight With Aaron Brown

BET Nightly News

Tavis Smiley

Nightline

Navy/Marine Corps News

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

60 Minutes

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

60 Minutes

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

SportsCenter

College Basketball Virginia at
North Carolina. (Live)

NBA Basketball Golden State
Warriors at Seattle Sonics.
From the KeyArena in Seattle.
(Live)

SportsCenter

(:41) ESPNews

NFL Total Access

SportsCenter

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NBA Fastbreak

NASCAR Racing Nextel Cup
Series -- Gatorade Duel at Day-
tona. (Taped)

PGA Golf Nissan Open -- First
Round. From Riviera Country
Club in Pacific Palisades, Calif.
(Same-day Tape)

Late Night With Conan
O’Brien

American Idol

The Carol Burnett Show:
Let’s Bump Up the Lights

National Geographic Explorer

Friends (Part 1 of 2)

Friends (Part 2 of 2)

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Low Carb & Lovin It

Design on a Dime

Style Star

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends “Untreatable”

Charmed “Coyote Piper”

Strong Medicine “Do No
Harm”

Any Day Now “It’s Not About
the Butter” (Part 2 of 2)

Third Watch “History”

Law & Order “Return”

The Simpsons “Pokey Mom”

Everybody Loves Raymond

American Idol

The Practice “Capitol Crimes”

48 Hours Mystery “Vanished”

Friends “The One After I Do”

Seinfeld “The Race”

Daily Show-Jon Stewart

Blind Date

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Legend of Tarzan

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

NBA Inside Stuff

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

Two and a Half Men

(:25) Will & Grace

Desperate Housewives “Come
In, Stranger”

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Bloodlines” Rape victim.

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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BY JOE NEUMAIER

New York Daily News

NEW YORK

A
re they talkin’ about him? Are they talkin’
about him? Is the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences finally talkin’ about giving
an award to Martin Scorsese? With the 11 nomi-
nations racked up Tuesday by “The Aviator,”

the man often called America’s Greatest Living Filmmak-
er (With No Oscar) seems poised to win his first statuette,
after more than 20 feature films, four Best Director nomi-
nations, and single-handedly making New York the tough-
est character in movies.

“The Aviator” is a clear front-runner, and with wins
from the Producers Guild and the Golden Globes, this
should be a good time for the director of “Mean
Streets” (1973), “Taxi Driver” (1976), “Raging Bull”
(1980), “GoodFellas” (1990),
and “Gangs of New York”
(2002).

But he wouldn’t be Mar-
tin Scorsese if he didn’t
see a dark side.

“I’m always questioning
my work. Is it good? Is it
not good? I really don’t
know,” Scorsese says in
his familiar rat-a-tat-tat
verbal patter.

“I can tell you, quite
honestly, that I’m very
surprised I got most of
them made. I think a lot
of it had to do with the
power of Robert De Niro
in the 1970s and Leonar-
do DiCaprio now. …

“I don’t know if there’s
any more room for me in
big-budget Hollywood.”

Four decades after he
emerged from NYU film
school, Scorsese, 62, is
still the prototypical
New York filmmaker, in-
dependent-minded, ar-
tistic and scrappy.

Which is why “The
Aviator” is being touted
as the California park-
ing stub the Academy
will finally validate. A
sleek biopic about the
young Howard Hughes
(DiCaprio) — who
would morph from billionaire playboy/Hollywood produc-
er-director/airplane fanatic into reclusive nut-job — the
film has Scorsese’s usual affinity for fringe characters, but,
like Hughes, it hides its twitchiness inside a polished (dare
we say mainstream?) veneer.

“Something in Hughes spelled his own doom,” Scorsese
says, explaining what drew him to the project, which Di-

Caprio had spearheaded.
Like the other lives he’s chronicled, including Jake La

Motta in “Raging Bull,” Jesus in “The Last Temptation of
Christ” (1988) and the Dalai Lama in “Kundun” (1997),
Scorsese says it was Hughes’ struggles rather than his suc-
cesses that appealed to him.

“I liked Hughes’s obsessions and the agony he put him-
self through, as well as the way he sort of tested his mettle
by putting all the irons in the fire. But he was his own worst
enemy.”

Scorsese developed his sense of drama from watching
life in his old neighborhood. Yet dating back to “Mean
Streets” and “Taxi Driver,” some have said his stories can
be too violent.

“It’s painful, to be honest, that criticism. It’s extremely
painful,” Scorsese says. “I just explore the human
condition. Yeah, some of them are violent films — or

rather, there’s violence in the films — but I just
try to depict [things] as I
saw them, or see them.”

Despite his movies’
toughness, in the last de-
cade he’s become a rec-
ognizable pop culture
personality, like Alfred
Hitchcock was in the
1950s and ’60s. He remi-
nisced through a docu-
mentary (“A Personal
Journey With Martin
Scorsese Through Amer-
ican Movies”) and paro-
died his perfectionist
image in an American
Express TV ad.

He says that New
York and its energy
still inspires him, as
does his need to under-
stand himself through
film.

“The traffic jams,
the rain and steam on
the streets, the figures
going by — visually,
New York is so rich,”
he says. “I wish I had a
camera every second
I’m in the car! What
I’d make, I have no
idea — probably the
same films I always
make! Obsessively, I
just make the same
damn movie. What

can I say?
“I guess I have an urge to want to express myself in mov-

ing images,” he continues. “I think that I’m trying to find
out more about myself, and trying to become more comfort-
able with myself as a person. I guess I’m just going back to
make peace with all these spirits, all these issues, about my
parents and my family and where I grew up and who I
grew up with.”

‘Friends’ star Perry home from hospital

“Friends” actor Matthew Perry, who has previously
been treated for alcohol and prescription drug addiction,
is back home after a brief hospital stay due to what his
publicist called a bad reaction to prescription medicine.

Perry, 35, was taken to a Los Angeles hospital last week
and stayed overnight for doctor-ordered observation, pub-
licist Lisa Kasteler said Sunday. She didn’t provide de-
tails.

Spacey says he fell into director’s role

Actor Kevin Spacey said he never intended to direct
“Beyond the Sea,” but put himself in the chair after fail-
ing for years to find a director for his biopic on singer
Bobby Darin.

Spacey starred, directed,
co-wrote, sang and danced in
the movie about his child-
hood hero, which showed out-
side the main competition
Sunday at the Berlin Interna-
tional Film Festival.

“My original intention was
just to play Bobby,” he said.
“I did not set out to direct
this movie, I did not set out to
write this movie. I spent a
good 3½ years trying to find
the right director.”

Studios initially were un-
willing to finance a film
about the comparatively for-
gotten singer who died in
1973.

When the money finally
came, Spacey said, “I just said, if it’s a case of making this
movie and directing it, which is a risk and I know I’ll take
knocks for it, or not directing this movie, then it’s a very
easy choice.”

Fonda talks about struggle with bulimia

Actress Jane Fonda shared her struggle with bulimia
and quest for physical perfection at a conference of teen-
age girls here, urging them to realize what it took her
some 60 years to understand.

“The reason I’ve been excited about coming here is be-
cause I believe if we’re going to solve the problems con-
fronting the world on every level, it’s going to have to be
the girls who do it,” Fonda said.

The keynote speaker for Montana State University’s
Girls for a Change Conference on Saturday, Fonda told
her audience of about 250 that her years of trying to look
perfect have taken a great toll on her.

“I was bulimic for 35 years,” Fonda said. “I mistook the
physical hunger for spiritual hunger.”

Take a ride on the Strummer express

Joe Strummer, lead singer of British punk band The
Clash, has been honored with a train named for him.

Strummer, who died in 2002 at age 50, was remem-
bered at a naming ceremony Saturday at a railway sta-
tion in Bristol, southwest England.

The Strummer train, a diesel locomotive built in 1965,
follows a 200-year-old tradition of British trains being
named after famous people.

Originally born John Graham Mellor, Strummer died
of a heart attack at his home in Somerset, southwest En-
gland, in December 2002.

Aguilera planning to wed industry beau

Christina Aguilera may be getting what a girl wants.
The Grammy-winning singer is en-

gaged to her boyfriend of two years,
music executive Jordan Bratman,
Aguilera’s representative, Meghan
Prophet, said.

Bratman, 26, proposed to the 23-
year-old pop diva on Friday night
while the two were vacationing at an
undisclosed location, Prophet said.

“No wedding plans have been set
yet,” she said.

Bratman presented Aguilera with a
diamond ring designed by jeweler
Stephen Webster, according to Proph-
et.

The engagement initially was confirmed to the maga-
zines People and US Weekly.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

‘The Aviator’ may finally land Scorsese an Oscar

Aguilera

Spacey

FACES

Is thisIs this
finallyfinally
Martin’sMartin’s
year?year?

AP
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Mercury energy turns inward as
the planet of communication enters
Pisces. The transit, which continues
until March 4, is like a song
playing inside the body,
sometimes melancholic,
sometimes uplifting and
always profound. The next
three weeks bring the
opportunity to fully connect
with our feelings, no longer
denying the difficult ones.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 16). This is a
successful year when you
apply your many strengths,
including an industrious
work ethic, thoughtful planning and
realistic scheduling. Seek an out-
standing model to be your guide
through April. Love heats up now
and practically boils over in May. A
trip cements romantic commitment:
Cancer and Leo are favored. Your
lucky numbers are: 19, 40, 3, 28
and 35.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’re viewing a large commitment
in a different light. You may feel like
the commitment is running you and
that you are no longer in a position
of choice. You always have a
choice. Make one today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). In
your heart, a great, new affection is
developing slowly and completely.
This building affinity has you hum-
ming through the day, even though
you may not consciously realize the
source of your happy vibration.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Friends may not come through for
you with what they say they will, but
they come through with something
else.

Try not to be exasperated. The
new item may be just as helpful —
maintain an open mind.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The Japanese have an officially
recognized condition called karoshi
— death from stress caused by too
much work. You give it all at work,
but when was the last time you bent
over backward for fun?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
have a vision of yourself in an alter-

nate reality of sorts, with a different
job or in a new social setting with a
different love. The land of
could-have-been is intriguing, but
don’t dwell there.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
There’s music under your
skin. Be a dancer. Dance
vigorously to shake off
the cords of embarrass-
ment and the shackles of
needing to fit in. You are
accepted just as you are.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The usual
routine you engage in to
keep from spinning into
unknown territory now
seems a hollow series of
actions without meaning.
And the unknown territory

doesn’t seem so frightening any-
more. So venture out!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You handle problems in the moment
they are presented. It’s so hard to
fathom people who can’t do this,
and you’ll find yourself in toe-tapping
mode a few times today, thinking,
“Right now, please!”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Being more conscious and
less automatic gives you power. For
instance, there are a million benefits
to your present situation. Make a list
of those perks. Then, you’ll realize
why you’ve chosen your current
road.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Honor your need for reflection
and self-assessment. Recent
events, though they may have
seemed inconvenient at the time,
have freed you. Liberty is not having
to say what you don’t mean.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
These can be seen as positive
events: Something you thought was
true is not. Something you weren’t
aware of has nonetheless been
going on. Something you neglected
has grown on in its own way.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The hours slide fast when you’re
with that arresting person. Your
attention is completely wrapped up
in him or her — and yes, others are
jealous. Make an attempt to spread
your attention more evenly tonight.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

PAGE 22 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Wednesday, February 16, 2005



G
a
rf

ie
ld

H
a
g
a
r

D
il
b
e
rt

B
lo

n
d
ie

S
p
id

e
r 

M
a
n

B
a
b
y 

B
lu

e
s

B
.C

.
F
o
xt

ro
t

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across

1 “See ya!”

4 Oohs’ mates

7 Lanolin source

8 Ponder gloomily

10 Warble

11 Supermarket 

sections

13 Canes

16 Photo —

17 Senate staffers

18 “Go, team!”

19 Catch sight of

20 Sampras or 

Seeger

21 Bender

23 Cole Porter 

subject

25 Do fingerpainting

26 Wrestling style

27 Right angle

28 Dolphins’ home

30 Shell-game need

33 Dismissal

36 Scottish port city

37 Shatter

38 Seckel and 

Anjou

39 Track circuits

40 Superlative suffix

41 North Sea 

feeder

Down

1 Sixth plague of

Egypt

2 It’s surrounded 

in albumin

3 Oval

4 Obey reveille

5 Emcees

6 One’s

performances

7 Conceal a gift

8 Loose-fitting

9 Edict

10 Seesaw quorum

12 Emulate Katarina

Witt

14 Scruff

15 The girl

19 Tarzan’s creator’s

monogram

20 In favor of

21 Dieter’s entree

22 Come to the curb

23 Heart, jocularly

24 Friendly

25 Morning

moisture

26 Wise guys?

28 Gold-finger?

29 Motionless

30 Incubator noises

31 Historic periods

32 Make inquiries

34 Elbow

counterpart

35 Stroller

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: When I
married back in the ’60s,
I was a workaholic. I had
little time for family, and
after 14 years, my mar-
riage ended in a very
bitter divorce. The real
victims of this split were
our two children, “Gary”
and “Sue.”

After the divorce, I
seldom saw either of my
children outside of spe-
cial occasions and holi-
days. My ex-wife dealt
with being a single parent by
climbing inside a bottle. When
Gary was 15, he attempted sui-
cide. Things were miserable.

Over the years, Sue, now age
35, has grown closer, but my
relationship with Gary is still
tentative. Five years ago, he
wrote me a disturbing letter
saying he was tired of me run-
ning his life, although I can’t
imagine why he thought so since
I rarely saw him. A few months
after that, Sue told me Gary had
stopped returning her calls. We
then discovered Gary had bro-
ken off relationships with his
entire family, including his moth-

er and grandparents.
Recently, Sue made

contact with Gary and
learned he has been
married for several
years. She told me he
seemed very angry and
extremely self-in-
volved. She also said he
believes he knows
everything, to the point
where he seemed delu-
sional. Sue said the
only thing holding him
together is his wife,

“Sara,” a nurturing type.
I am scared to death that he

might attempt suicide again. I
think he should be examined by
a mental health expert. I fear for
his son’s safety, too.

— Panicked in Pittsburgh
Dear Panicked: We under-

stand your concern, but you
might not know Gary well
enough these days to make any
assumptions about his mental
health. The fact that he is distant
and self-involved does not mean
he is suicidal.

The best thing you can do is
maintain some kind of contact,
even if that means the conduit is
Sue and she talks mostly to Sara.

At least you will be kept abreast
of the situation, and it will enable
you to attempt to reconnect with
your son.

Dear Annie: My best friend
leaves the price tag on all the
gifts she gives me, with the ex-
cuse that she wants me to be able
to take the items back if they
don’t fit or I don’t like them. I
was raised to remove price tags
before giving a gift. Which is
proper etiquette?

— Baffled Friend
Dear Friend: It is proper to

remove anything that mentions
the cost of an item given as a gift.
If requested, most stores happily
provide gift receipts, which en-
able the recipient to return the
item without revealing the price.
Either your friend is uninformed
or she wants you to know exactly
how much she spent. We say,
consider it a quirk and ignore it.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I have a friend

I’ll call “Tara.” A few months
ago, Tara gave me a puppy. She
said it was for no reason other
than “because we’re such good
friends,” and she knew I had
been thinking about getting one.

I told Tara that I want-
ed to get her a present,
but she refused, saying
she would not accept any
of my charity. I let it go.

My birthday and
Tara’s are on the same
day. That’s how we be-
came friends. I bought
Tara a present. She did
not give me one, although
we usually exchange
gifts. Instead, she de-
manded that I give her a
laptop computer and
several DVDs or give her
back the dog! Abby, I was as-

tounded. I was even more as-

tounded when Tara claimed she

“knew” I had been into drugs

and was a department store

thief. She said if I didn’t give her

what she asked, she would tell
my mother and the police.

I have never been into drugs. I
don’t steal. Should I give her
what she wants? I don’t want to
go to jail.

— Astounded in Los Angeles
Dear Astounded: Do not return

the puppy, and do not give in to
her demands. However, DO

cross Tara off your list
of friends. Once a gift is
given, it belongs to the
recipient. There are
names for what this
manipulative “friend”
is attempting to do; the
terms extortion and
blackmail would apply.
It’s important you tell
your mother what’s
going on immediately.
Then inform Tara that
the friendship is over
and there are severe

penalties for filing a false police

report.

Dear Abby: My brother com-

mitted suicide four years ago. He

had two children who are now in

the fourth and sixth grades.

Their mother has never told

them the circumstances of their
father’s death.

When is it appropriate to tell
children that a parent’s death
was due to suicide? Everyone
who knew my brother knows
how he died. I’m afraid someone
will slip up and say something in
front of them.

— Concerned Aunt
Dear Concerned: What makes

you think the children have no
idea of the circumstances sur-
rounding their father’s death?
There was bound to be conversa-
tion about it when it happened.
Even if an effort was made to
protect them, children are not
stupid.

They may not have talked to
their mother about it because
they’re afraid they’ll make her
sad if they do. By all means, the
mother should bring up the sub-
ject with them — if only to ask
them what they know about their
father’s death.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Keep the puppy, dump the friend

Father fears for son’s mental health

Dear Abby
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Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 40K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, 6 cd, run
boards, kbb.com value $15,500
call 0170-6552530 to make
offer.

JEEP Liberty '04, Sport V6, 5
spd, pw,pl, 11K mi, go anwhere,
asking $18,500. 09841-403768
& 0160-92689246

ISUZU Rodeo '00 Red excellent
condition, fully loaded, sunroof,
68K miles, $11,000 obo, call

06151-9511854

Computers 360

Chevy Tracker '01 3.5L Blk
auto,ac,pw,pl,cd,$10,500 CALL
0631-3506669 see pic at WWW.
USMILITARYMART.COM

TOTALGYM exercise equip-
ment. exel. cond. new price $
1100 asking $ 700. call leave
message 09841-403197

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Washer Dryer "Whirlpool" 220V
stackable $ 175, Refrigerator
220V "LG" $100, Pioneer Multi
sys DVD player like new 220V
$75, complet Ski sat system incl
card sat dish & receiver incl
"LNB" $ 600 call 06371-916110

or 0160-95293088

Sporting Goods 980

HD '04 Sportser 1200 custom,
impact blue HD saddle bags 8,
windscreen $ 9K call
0711-9073405 or email jerry.

labrake@us.army.mil

Selling luxurious King size
bedrm set, ,white kitchen all
Siemens, LG Flat TV, PC, 2 yrs.

old call 0173-8018785

Classic Vespa Piaggio P80
Scooter year 1984, 80 cc, great
condition, new tires, euro.- 800,
06371-916110, 0160- 95293088

PCS Sale 780

Freestanding House direct on
woods for sale. 15 min to
K-town or Rmstn, on bus rts, 4
Bdrm, 2 Bth, 2 Blcnys, ktchn,
mdrm, klr, attic, big yrd, hofs,
cntrl-oil Htr, wdstve. Nature
lovers paradise! Help with fi-
nancing 158.000,Euro obo
06375-993310 or 06375-993310

Motorcycles 164

Engagement Marquise Ring Sol
.42Carat. Wedding Band Wrap
.40Carat 2 Marq 2 Trill $800
0172-3016464

House Unfurnished 878

Mercedes 380 SLC '80, superi-
or cond, low miles, can be
exported without conversion,
$13k firm call 09347-929377

Jewelry 610

Dream Italian Vacation house .
Win rate 550 E, summer 850 E,
pool/tennis. mark_rendina@ya-
hoo for photo (49)162-746- 9191

Classic Autos 160

House Furnished 876
RV Chevy Tioga '78, 23',5.7l
gas V 8, dually, 220 volt ac/
heat, kit, bath, 3 beds, 2 kw gen,
$5k, email: motorads @aol.com

Automotive 140

Apartments and Homes for rent
in the Wiesbaden area please

call Tel. 06122-507943
Buses/Vans/RVs 158

BMW 528i '00 39k miles, U.S
specs green, 4dr , sunroof,
leather int, 5 spd, many extas,
$28k call 0172-7717557 Stugartt

Nissan Sentra GXE '95, auto,
orig. owner, well maint, 105k mi,
$3450, DSN 330-7876 evening
06128-945433 US spec

VW GOLF '03 black, ger specs,
46K km, 4 dr, auto, esp, a/c,
summer & winter tires, ex-cond,
$12,500 obo, call 01752-455195

2001 Dupplex for Sale, 4 bed
3.5 bath, garage, heat-flr,garden
, many xtras, euro 415,000 call
(06134) 291-838 Mainz Kastel

BMW 325i '04 5 speed trans,
power roof+ windows+ cruise+
alloys+tint+ low miles $ 24,950

call Grahame 06181-573283

Mini Cooper S '03, US spec,
gray, fully loaded, navi, 14k mi,
$21500 obo call 0160-92676411
or 0611-3807654

Computers 360

Seat Ibiza '00 euro, red, 5 spd,
pd, ac, alarm, abs, summer/win-
ter tires, exc cond 35K km,

$6,000 call 06782-107133

Real Estate 850
BMW 318i '94, ac, airbag,
dark-green met, 90k mi, pwr-
win, 1owner, loaded, euro 4100,
call 0178-6711575 Wiesbaden

Mercedes C280 '96 auto, 144k
km, dlr main, new tires & Batt,
pw, ps, abs, 6/cd, cass, leather,

sunroof $6,600, 06202-53260

Weekend Babysitter needed in
our home. 3 kids age 12, 8 & 6
also one small dog/cat. Referen-
ces req. call 09306-984746 or
0175-7360983 Wuerzburg

Saab 95 '99, US spec, loaded,
5spd, new front tires, sunroof,
dealer maint, 84k mi, $10500
obo, call 06205-285350

English Toy Terrier puppies
pure breed, euro 450, great

family line, call 0172-6112720

Mercedes C180 '97 Elegance,
Silver, 5 spd, sunroof euro spec,
52K km, $ 9,500 obo, call
06204-9860236 Mannheim area

BMW 316 '86, 2 dr, at, high
miles, runs great new snow tires
and exhaust,(ext. summer tires)
$1,000 obo 0160-2547950 or
DSN 350-2262

SAAB 9-5 '99, green, US Spec,
2.3L turbo auto, loaded, int
phone, new tires $8400 obo call
06105-320606 Darmstadt

Full Tm Exp. Nanny for 2
children, 3&5 Wuerzburg LV/out
negot. pay, Must be reliable
w/refs 0931-4527280

Isuzu Sedan '90 4dr, turbo-
diesel 40 MPG, red met, 5 spd,
new inspec, excl cond, sunroof

$ 1,600 call 09502-923841

BMW 325i '02, 22k miles,U.S
spec, prem pkg, 4dr,spoiler, tint
windows, blue, heated seats.
$ 2 5 , 9 9 5  0 1 7 6 2 4 3 4 4 7 5 6

trinimanmd@yahoo.com

Mini-dachshund pups, males
long and shorthaired, reds &
blacktans, $500 also avail.1
red/white piebald male $600,
champion bloodlines, Call
09334-979695 (Wurzburg area)

PT Cruiser Woody '03, blk,
loaded, mint cond, 26500 miles,
below blue book value $17500,
call 0174-7795809

Child Care Wanted 300

Honda S2000 '03, US Spec,
silver conv, 11k mi, alarm,
loaded and leather, garage kept,
$26800 obo must sell. call
06337-209323 or 0174-3017940

BMW 330 '02 Convertible, US
Specs, fully loaded, hard top,
40k, excellent condition, asking
$31,500, call 06252-128120

Porsche 944 '85 Targa, auto,
a/c, sunroof, superior cond,
many new parts, euro 6,000 call

Tel . 06224-921299

Need Your Transmission or
Engine Overhauled? Call John
0711-843794

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Ford Mustang Cobra '94, blk,
V8, 5 spd, loaded, aftermarket
parts, tint, c.a.i. , 58k mi, $10500
obo, call 0160-96524840 DA

Audi A8L '01, 4.2l, blk, loaded,
all dealer maint, dvd, fax
navigation, 6 cd, must see $29k
obo, call 0177-2463479

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.APOFPOShipping.com

Jobs Offered 630Auto Repairs 182
Opel Vectra '90 5spd, 4 dr, 65K
km, am/fm cd, new inspec, runs
great, euro 1,800 call
09502-923841 or 0171-7361947

Chevrolet Corvette '00 Red,
auto, 47k mil, blk leather, Targa
top, Hud, Deploying' must sell

$25k obo, call 0174-7007690
Pets 820

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Opel Astra '03, st-wgn, 5spd,
ac, all-pwr, ex-cond, 67k km,
lim-warranty, 2 sets of tires,
$12500 obo, call 0173-6787744

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Cadilac Deville '97 D'legance
new brakes, good cond, 98K
mil, $ 8,000 obo, call Tel.

09841-685138

Bunk beds, desk & drawers
$500; Tutor for HS & Cleaning
lady needed, call 01604796580
after 5pm

To long Alone, Female 30,
looking for a serious relation-
s h i p ,  e m a i l

zippolinchen@aol.com

Mazda Truck '03, US spec,
met-silv, V6 4.0l, 4dr, 3k mi, 3.5
yr. warranty, $17900 or trade for
Euro spec, call 0176-20824637
o r  w w w . g e o c i t i e s .
com/mazdab4000truck

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

*GARMISCH SKIING*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Announcements 040 Travel 1000 Miscellaneous 1040Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Trucks 174 Person to Person 800
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AFN TV & Radio
Wednesday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: Sacramento at
Chicago (dld).

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Washington
at Houston (dld).

AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.—Winter X Games (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:

Connecticut at Providence (dld).

Thursday
AFN-Atlantic and Radio, 1 a.m.—NBA: De-

troit at Philadelphia.
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Virginia at North Carolina.
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NBA: Golden State at

Seattle.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:

Southern Mississippi at Cincinnati (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball: Ne-

braska at Oklahoma (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—NBA: Memphis at Bos-

ton (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel

Cup Gatorade Duel at Daytona.
AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—Golf: Nissan Open,

first round (jip).

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press'
men's college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 13, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week's
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (72) 25-0 1,800 1
2. Kansas 20-1 1,710 3
3. Kentucky 19-2 1,592 5
4. North Carolina 20-3 1,576 2
5. Wake Forest 21-3 1,553 6
6. Boston College 20-1 1,365 4
7. Duke 18-3 1,348 7
8. Oklahoma St. 19-3 1,329 10
9. Syracuse 22-3 1,219 8

10. Arizona 21-4 1,140 12
11. Michigan St. 17-4 1,008 13
12. Louisville 21-4 965 9
13. Gonzaga 19-4 889 14
14. Utah 21-3 827 15
15. Washington 20-4 811 11
16. Alabama 19-4 737 17
17. Pittsburgh 17-4 717 18
18. Connecticut 15-6 602 19
19. Pacific 20-2 360 24
20. Wisconsin 16-6 342 20
21. Oklahoma 17-6 263 16
22. Maryland 15-7 231 —
23. Charlotte 17-4 225 —
24. Cincinnati 18-6 130 21
25. Villanova 14-6 118 22

Others receiving votes: Florida 105, Geor-
getown 48, Texas 46, Texas Tech 46, DePaul
45, Old Dominion 44, Mississippi St. 33, Neva-
da 29, Notre Dame 28, Georgia Tech 27, S. Illi-
nois 21, Wichita St. 21, Vermont 19, Memphis
7, Wis.-Milwaukee 7, Miami 6, George Wash-
ington 5, St. Mary's, Cal. 2, Texas A&M 2,
Holy Cross 1, Minnesota 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN

men's college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 13, points based on 25 points
for a first-place vote, through one point for a
25th-place vote and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (31) 25-0 775 1
2. Kansas 20-1 735 3
3. Kentucky 19-2 681 5
4. North Carolina 20-3 671 2
5. Wake Forest 21-3 669 6
6. Boston College 20-1 604 4
7. Oklahoma State 19-3 584 10
8. Duke 18-3 541 8
9. Syracuse 22-3 536 7
10. Michigan State 17-4 482 12
11. Arizona 21-4 477 13
12. Louisville 21-4 426 9
13. Washington 20-4 365 11
13. Utah 21-3 365 15
15. Pittsburgh 17-4 352 15
16. Gonzaga 19-4 297 17
17. Alabama 19-4 284 19
18. Connecticut 15-6 265 14
19. Pacific 20-2 191 24
20. Wisconsin 16-6 138 21
21. Cincinnati 18-6 103 20
22. Oklahoma 17-6 92 18
23. Charlotte 17-4 69 —
24. Florida 15-6 59 —
25. Texas Tech 15-6 49 23

Others receiving votes: Maryland 48;
Texas 40; DePaul 34; Wichita State 20; Vill-
anova 19; Georgetown 16; Old Dominion 15;
Southern Illinois 15; UAB 12; Notre Dame 8;
Mississippi State 7; Nevada 7; George Wash-
ington 6; Georgia Tech 4; Oregon State 4; Air
Force 3; Iowa State 2; Miami (Ohio) 2; West-
ern Kentucky 2; Vermont 1.

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s games

No. 3 Kentucky at South Carolina
No. 5 Wake Forest at Miami
No. 18 Connecticut at Providence
No. 25 Villanova vs. Bucknell

Wednesday’s games
No. 1 Illinois at Penn State
No. 4 North Carolina vs. Virginia
No. 6 Boston College vs. Rutgers
No. 11 Michigan State vs. Minnesota
No. 16 Alabama vs. Arkansas
No. 19 Pacific vs. UC Santa Barbara
No. 20 Wisconsin vs. Michigan
No. 21 Oklahoma vs. Nebraska
No. 22 Maryland at North Carolina State
No. 23 Charlotte vs. DePaul
No. 24 Cincinnati vs. Southern Mississippi

Thursday’s games
No. 7 Duke at Virginia Tech
No. 10 Arizona vs. Oregon
No. 12 Louisville at Marquette
No. 13 Gonzaga vs. San Diego
No. 25 Villanova at Seton Hall

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
No. 1 Illinois at Iowa
No. 2 Kansas vs. Iowa State
No. 3 Kentucky vs. Mississippi State
No. 4 North Carolina vs. Clemson
No. 6 Boston College vs. No. 9 Syracuse
No. 8 Oklahoma State vs. Texas Tech
No. 11 Michigan State at Purdue
No. 13 Gonzaga vs. San Francisco
No. 14 Utah at Air Force
No. 15 Washington at Washington State
No. 16 Alabama vs. South Carolina
No. 18 Connecticut at Rutgers
No. 19 Pacific vs. Texas-El Paso
No. 21 Oklahoma at Kansas State
No. 22 Maryland at Virginia
No. 23 Charlotte at Tulane
No. 24 Cincinnati vs. Alabama-Birmingham

Sunday’s games
No. 5 Wake Forest at No. 7 Duke
No. 10 Arizona vs. Oregon State
No. 12 Louisville vs. Saint Louis
No. 17 Pittsburgh at No. 25 Villanova

Monday’s games
No. 2 Kansas at No. 21 Oklahoma
No. 14 Utah at New Mexico
No. 18 Connecticut vs. Notre Dame

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Alderson-Broaddus 95, Glenville St. 79
Catholic 61, Gallaudet 52
Cent. Conn. St. 75, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 67
Charleston, W.Va. 74, Wheeling Jesuit 69
Concord 75, Ohio Valley 66
East Stroudsburg 67, Davis & Elkins 52
Gwynedd-Mercy 87, Misericordia 55
Marywood 72, Cabrini 57
Montclair St. 70, Rowan 59
N.C.-Wilmington 69, Drexel 66
Neumann 58, Wesley 52
Pittsburgh 68, Syracuse 64
S. Connecticut 67, Dominican, N.Y. 63
Shepherd 90, W. Va. Wesleyan 76
St. Joseph’s, NY 82, Pratt 76
W. Virginia St. 101, West Liberty 81
WVU Tech 93, Fairmont St. 79
Yeshiva 64, Stevens Tech 37

SOUTH
Appalachian St. 60, Furman 47
Bethune-Cookman 68, Md.-Eastern Shore 58
Chattanooga 82, UNC-Greensboro 68
Coppin St. 75, Howard 66
Davidson 76, Coll. of Charleston 74
Delta St. 77, S. Arkansas 56
Dillard 66, Belhaven 65
ETSU 92, W. Carolina 83
Emory 93, Sewanee 87, 3OT
Erskine 74, Anderson, S.C. 72
Fla. International 68, Arkansas St. 52
Florida A&M 49, Savannah St. 44
Georgia Southern 115, The Citadel 81
Grambling St. 81, Texas Southern 69
Hampton 66, S. Carolina St. 57
High Point 74, Charleston Southern 56
Jackson St. 81, Prairie View 71, OT
Kentucky Christian 86, Ohio Southern 68
Kentucky Wesleyan 75, Oakland City 62
Liberty 72, Coastal Carolina 68
Limestone 108, Pfeiffer 105
Lincoln Memorial 58, Valdosta St. 51
Lincoln, Pa. 84, Marymount, Va. 60
Loyola, N.O. 63, William Carey 50
MVSU 60, Southern U. 48
Mobile 78, Tougaloo 70
Montevallo 90, North Alabama 85, OT
Morgan St. 75, Delaware St. 74
Mount Olive 74, Belmont Abbey 59
N.C.-Asheville 68, Birmingham-Southern 59
Norfolk St. 56, N. Carolina A&T 51
Radford 67, VMI 54
S.C.-Upstate 71, Georgia College 57
Shorter 96, Lee 87
UMKC 74, Longwood 51
Union, Tenn. 90, Cumberland, Tenn. 81
Va. Commonwealth 89, George Mason 81
Valparaiso 61, Centenary 51
West Georgia 98, West Florida 85
Wofford 75, Elon 63

MIDWEST
Akron 81, Toledo 79, OT
Aurora 83, Eureka 56
Edgewood 80, Wis. Lutheran 74
Evangel 76, Baker 57
Graceland, Iowa 82, Benedictine,Kan. 63
Gustavus Adolphus 75, Augsburg 62
Marian, Wis. 71, Maranatha Baptist 68
Mid-Am Nazarene 69, Avila 46
Milwaukee Eng. 68, Concordia, Wis. 54
N’western 59, Texas A&M-Corp. Christi 51
Wayne, Mich. 79, Findlay 72
Wis.-Green Bay 78, Ill.-Chicago 66

SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Pine Bluff 70, Alcorn St. 65
Cent. Arkansas 71, Harding 68
Henderson St. 57, Christian Brothers 50
Houston Baptist 80, Bacone 72
North Texas 103, Texas-Permian Basin 44
Ouachita 75, Arkansas Tech 64
Sam Houston St. 78, Stephen F.Austin 64
Texas Tech 80, Kansas 79, 2OT

Texas-Arlington 74, St. Edward’s 63
FAR WEST

BYU 60, Colorado St. 49
Colorado 82, S. Dakota St. 49
N. Colorado 110, Colo.-Colo. Springs 67
New Mexico 63, Air Force 52
Utah 71, Wyoming 62

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press'

women's college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 13, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week's
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. LSU (45) 23-1 1,125 1
2. Ohio St. 24-2 1,062 2
3. Duke 23-2 1,013 3
4. Stanford 22-2 1,009 4
5. Notre Dame 22-3 911 6
6. Tennessee 19-4 863 5
7. Baylor 19-3 860 7
8. North Carolina 20-3 821 8
9. Michigan St. 22-3 802 9

10. Rutgers 18-5 740 11
11. Connecticut 16-6 652 10
12. DePaul 21-3 567 15
13. Texas 15-7 561 17
14. Minnesota 19-5 557 12
15. Texas Tech 17-5 495 13
16. Georgia 20-6 445 18
17. Temple 20-3 363 20
18. Kansas St. 17-5 299 16
19. Iowa St. 18-4 262 14
20. Maryland 17-6 257 19
21. N.C. State 17-5 240 23
22. Vanderbilt 17-6 171 21
23. Wis.-Green Bay 21-2 138 24
24. Penn St. 16-8 112 25
25. Boston College 16-6 94 22

Others receiving votes: New Mexico 87,
Florida St. 64, Gonzaga 19, Arizona St. 9, TCU
9, Virginia 8, Arizona 5, Nebraska 3, Chatta-
nooga 2.

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s game

No. 5 Notre Dame at No. 25 Boston College
Wednesday’s games

No. 7 Baylor vs. Missouri
No. 8 North Carolina at Wake Forest
No. 10 Rutgers at Syracuse
No. 11 Connecticut at Georgetown
No. 13 Texas at No. 18 Kansas State
No. 15 Texas Tech at Kansas
No. 19 Iowa State vs. Oklahoma State

Thursday’s games
No. 1 LSU vs. Kentucky
No. 2 Ohio State vs. No. 14 Minnesota
No. 3 Duke vs. Clemson
No. 6 Tennessee vs. South Carolina
No. 9 Michigan State at Iowa
No. 17 Temple at St. Bonaventure
No. 20 Maryland at Miami
No. 21 North Carolina State vs. Florida

State
No. 22 Vanderbilt vs. Arkansas
No. 23 Wisconsin-Green Bay vs. Cleveland

State
No. 24 Penn State vs. Wisconsin

Friday’s games
No. 4 Stanford at Southern California
No. 12 DePaul at Saint Louis

Saturday’s games
No. 5 Notre Dame at No. 10 Rutgers
No. 7 Baylor vs. No. 19 Iowa State
No. 11 Connecticut vs. Syracuse
No. 13 Texas at Oklahoma State
No. 15 Texas Tech vs. Texas A&M
No. 18 Kansas State vs. Colorado
No. 25 Boston College vs. Seton Hall

Sunday’s games
No. 1 LSU at Auburn
No. 2 Ohio State at No. 9 Michigan State
No. 3 Duke at Georgia Tech
No. 4 Stanford at UCLA
No. 6 Tennessee at Arkansas
No. 8 North Carolina vs. No. 21 North Caroli-

na State
No. 12 DePaul at Memphis
No. 14 Minnesota vs. Wisconsin
No. 16 Georgia at Mississippi
No. 17 Temple vs. Dayton
No. 20 Maryland at Virginia
No. 22 Vanderbilt at Florida
No. 24 Penn State vs. Northwestern

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Cabrini 56, Immaculata 42
Charleston, W.Va. 65, Wheeling Jesuit 59
Eastern 90, Arcadia 61
Emmanuel 91, Daniel Webster 52
Glenville St. 71, Alderson-Broaddus 52
Gwynedd Mercy 63, Misericordia 52
Mount St. Vincent 88, New Rochelle 39
Ohio Valley 88, Concord 68
Quinnipiac 77, Wagner 55
Robert Morris 77, Fairleigh Dickinson 52
Rosemont 63, Cedar Crest 45
Sacred Heart 53, St. Francis, NY 45
Shepherd 73, W. Va. Wesleyan 68
Simmons 75, S. Vermont 40
St. Francis, Pa. 83, Monmouth, N.J. 78
St. Rose 61, Assumption 49

WVU Tech 66, Fairmont St. 62
Wesley 81, Neumann 49
West Liberty 66, W. Virginia St. 62
Westminster, Pa. 66, Penn St.-Altoona 51

SOUTH
Anderson, S.C. 93, Erskine 78
Belmont Abbey 70, Mount Olive 54
Chattanooga 75, Appalachian St. 58
Coll. of Charleston 96, Wofford 72
Coppin St. 74, Howard 65
Delaware St. 57, Morgan St. 44
Delta St. 57, S. Arkansas 51
Dillard 81, Belhaven 66
Florida A&M 74, Savannah St. 48
Furman 68, Georgia Southern 60
Georgia College 78, S.C.-Upstate 65
Grambling St. 57, Texas Southern 44
Hampton 69, S. Carolina St. 54
Jackson St. 63, Prairie View 56
Lee 71, Shorter 58
Liberty 70, Birmingham-Southern 41
Lincoln Memorial 59, Valdosta St. 56
Lindsey Wilson 61, Brescia 55
Longwood 77, Virginia Union 47
Md.-Eastern Shore 54, Bethune-Cookman 49
Methodist 66, N.C. Wesleyan 46
Mobile 72, Tougaloo 64
Montevallo 72, North Alabama 65
N. Carolina A&T 70, Norfolk St. 63
N.C. State 71, Miami 68
Newport News 64, Meredith 57
Southern U. 63, MVSU 58, OT
Union, Tenn. 80, Cumberland, Tenn. 79, OT
W. Carolina 79, Elon 70
West Georgia 62, West Florida 61

MIDWEST
Benedictine,Kan. 88, Graceland, Iowa 69
Evangel 65, Baker 51
Mid-Am Nazarene 60, Avila 56
Midland Lutheran 82, Nebraska Weslyn 72
N. Michigan 79, Saginaw Valley St. 68
Oakland, Mich. 65, UMKC 49
Valparaiso 56, Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 45
Wayne, Mich. 78, Findlay 57

SOUTHWEST
Alcorn St. 84, Ark.-Pine Bluff 66
Cent. Arkansas 92, Harding 64
Fla. International 60, Ark.-Little Rock 55
Henderson St. 82, Christian Brothers 46
Houston Baptist 95, Bacone 45
Ouachita 57, Arkansas Tech 46

FAR WEST
N. Colorado 73, Colo.-Colo. Springs 54
S. Utah 68, Centenary 58
UC Davis 71, Cal Poly-SLO 66

Tennis
Diamond Games

Tuesday
At Sportspaleis Antwerpen

Antwerp, Belgium
Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)

Surface: Hard-Indoor
Singles

First round
Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, def.

Nathalie Dechy, France (6) 7-6 (7), 6-4.
Katarina Srebotnik, Slovakia, def. Maria

Elena Camerin, Italy, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4.
Nadia Petrova, Russia (5) def. Anabel Medi-

na Garrigues, Spain, 6-4, 6-1.
Anna Chakvetadze, Russia, def. Karolina

Sprem, Croatia, 7-5, 6-3.
Camille Pin, France, def. Marta Marrero,

Spain, 6-1, 6-2.
Monday
Singles

First Round
Patty Schnyder (7), Switzerland, def.

Denisa Chladkova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 7-5.
Magdalena Maleeva, Bulgaria, def.

Tathiana Garbin, Italy, 6-4, 6-4.

ABN AMRO
Tuesday

At Ahoy’ Stadium
Rotterdam, Netherlands

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Gold)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First round

Michael Llodra, France, def. Peter Wes-
sels, Netherlands, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-2.

Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, def.
David Nalbandian (4), Argentina, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1.

Olivier Rochus, Belgium, def. Feliciano
Lopez (8), Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Monday
Singles

First Round
Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, def.

Robin Soderling, Sweden, 7-5, 6-3.
Paradorn Srichaphan, Thailand, def. Igor

Andreev, Russia, 7-6 (4), 1-6, 7-5.
Guillermo Coria (2), Argentina, def. Rae-

mon Sluiter, Netherlands, 6-2, 6-4.
Thomas Johansson, Sweden, def. Karol

Beck, Slovakia, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1.
Juan Carlos Ferrero, Spain, def. Rainer

Schuettler, Germany, 6-4, 6-2.
Nikolay Davydenko (6), Russia, def. Fernan-

do Verdasco, Spain, 7-5, 2-6, 6-4.

Copa Colsanitas
Monday

At Club Campestre el Rancho
Bogota, Colombia

Purse: $170,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Maria Sanchez Lorenzo (4), Spain, def. Li-
oudmila Skavronskaia, Russia, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Clarisa Fernandez, Argentina, def. Paula
Garcia, Spain, 7-6 (3), 6-2.

Emmanuelle Gagliardi, Switzerland, def.
Tina Pisnik, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-4.

Mariana Diaz-Oliva, Argentina, def. Melis-
sa Torres Sandoval, Mexico, 6-2, 6-3.

Conchita Martinez Granados, Spain, def.
Arantxa Parra Santonja (6), Spain, 6-2, 6-2.

Brasil Open
Monday

At Costa do Sauipe
Salvador, Brazil

Purse: $380,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Juan Ignacio Chela (3), Argentina, def. Lars
Burgsmuller, Germany, 6-4, 6-0.

Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, def. David
Sanchez, Spain, 6-4, 6-0.

Santiago Ventura, Spain, def. Nicolas Alma-
gro, Spain, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Albert Costa (8), Spain, def. Oscar Hernan-
dez, Spain, 7-6 (2), 4-6, 4-4, retired.

Agustin Calleri, Argentina, def. Potito Sta-
race, Italy, 6-1, 6-1.

Morgan Keegan
Championships

Monday
At The Racquet Club of Memphis

Memphis, Tenn.
Purse: Men, $690,000 (Intl.);
Women, $170,000 (Tier III)

Surface: Hard-Indoor
Singles

Men
First Round

Kevin Kim, United States, def. Scoville Jen-
kins, United States, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (4).

Kenneth Carlsen, Denmark, def. Gregory
Carraz, France, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (0).

Max Mirnyi (8), Belarus, def. Brian Baker,
United States, 7-6 (1), 6-7 (1), 7-6 (9).

Anthony Dupuis, France, def. Jeff Morri-
son, United States, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (5).

Frank Dancevic, Canada, def. Lu Yen-hsun,
Taiwan, 6-2, 6-4.

Mardy Fish (6), United States, def. James
Blake, United States, 6-3, 2-6, 7-6 (7).

Women
First Round

Evgenia Linetskaya (8), Russia, def. Edina
Gallovits, Romania, 6-4, 6-3.

Severine Beltrame, France, def. Lilia Oster-
loh, United States, 3-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Kristina Brandi, Puerto Rico, def. Jennifer
Hopkins, United States, 6-3, 6-0.

Angela Haynes, United States, def. Maris-
sa Irvin, United States, 6-7 (3), 6-4, 7-5.

Hana Sromova, Czech Republic, def. Jill
Craybas, United States, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Abigail Spears, United States, def. Masho-
na Washington (5), United States, 6-3, 7-5.

Nicole Vaidisova (7), Czech Republic, def
Lindsay Lee-Waters, United States, 6-2, 6-3.

Akiko Morigami, Japan, def. Martina Sucha
(4), Slovakia, 6-4, 7-5.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

MINNESOTA TWINS—Agreed to terms with
LHP Johan Santana on a four-year contract.

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jorge Sosa on a one-year contract.

National League
NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Todd Van Poppel on a minor league con-
tract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

DENVER NUGGETS—Placed C Nene on the
injured list.

NEW JERSEY NETS—Acquired F Clifford
Robinson from Golden State for sec-
ond-round draft picks in 2005 and 2007. Re-
leased F Donnell Harvey.

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS—Placed F John
Salmons on the injured list. Activated G
Kevin Ollie from the injured list.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed F Samaki
Walker on the injured list. Activated C Peter
John Ramos from the injured list.

Women’s National Basketball Association
CHARLOTTE STING—Signed G-F Sheri Sam.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS—Agreed to terms with LS
Patrick Mannelly on a six-year contract.

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Signed Marvin
Lewis, coach, to a one-year contract exten-
sion through the 2008 season.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Released QB Jeff
Garcia. Named Jeff Davidson offensive line
coach, Terry Robiskie wide receivers coach
and Jerry Rossburg special teams coach.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Named Tim Davis assis-
tant offensive line coach and Bert Hill associ-
ate strength coach.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ers—Named Gary Eman-
uel defensive line coach and Johnny Parker
strength and conditioning coach.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Signed LB Clift-
on Smith.

COLLEGE
CORNELL, IOWA—Announced the resigna-

tion of Nicole Kotrba, women’s basketball
coach, effective at the end of the season.

DARTMOUTH—Names Michelle Smith stu-
dent-athlete academic advisor-life skills co-
ordinator.

ELON—Named Chris Webb women’s soc-
cer coach.

ILLINOIS—Named Ed Warinner assistant
football coach.

MERCYHURST—Named Ryan Patton wom-
en’s volleyball coach.

STANFORD—Named Tom Hayes defensive
coordinator and secondary coach.

WINSTON-SALEM—Signed Philip Stitt,
men’s basketball coach, to a three-year con-
tract extension through the 2007-08 season.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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BY STEPHEN A. SMITH

The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — We have seen this act before in
Philadelphia, in which a franchise and its franchise play-
er, touched by adversity too many times, find themselves
at opposite ends of the spectrum.

But while trapped by their own championship aspira-
tions, even during an epic tug-of-war between Larry
Brown and Allen Iverson, the 76ers never appeared stag-
nant and flummoxed by their own ineptitude, unsure of

what to do or when to do it — plagued
by what has undoubtedly become a pri-
mary concern now.

Specifically, Allen Iverson wants out
of Philadelphia. Unless the Sixers get a
credible team on the floor. Preferably
now! Several sources confirmed Mon-

day that Iverson’s agent, Leon Rose, met with Sixers presi-
dent and general manager Billy King on Friday.

Iverson, although happy with some parts of the team, is
far from excited about the roster presently assembled. He
isn’t happy about being part of a rebuilding project in his
ninth season in the league.

“He wants to win now,” one source close to Iverson said.
“This is not about him being interested in leaving the Six-
ers or the fans in Philadelphia. He loves it here and loves
being here. But the bottom line is that he doesn’t want to
be here if this team isn’t trying to win right now.

“It’s no secret [the Sixers] are mediocre, that he has no
secondary offensive option to help him out. And by the
looks of things, he isn’t about to get any help, either. At
some point, you start asking yourself, ‘What else can I do?’
A.I. has done that. Now he’s flat-out asked the Sixers, ‘If
you can’t make this situation any better, after all I’ve done,
can you please at least do me a favor and get me out of
here?’ ”

King, clearly perturbed when asked about the subject,
had little to say: “I talked with Allen extensively, and I’m
not about to comment on what was said or what will come
of it.”

Iverson confirmed that his agent met with King to ex-
press unhappiness with the Sixers’ current set of circum-
stances.

Considering that the Sixers are still wondering whether

they’ll even qualify for the playoffs, Iverson’s patience has

clearly been exhausted. And who knows how annoyed

he’ll get once the NBA’s Feb. 24 trading deadline comes

and goes and the Sixers have done nothing? There were ru-
mors that Keith Van Horn and Joe Smith could have come
to Philadelphia weeks ago for “Big Dog” Glenn Robinson
and Corliss Williamson. In recent days, there was specula-
tion that Latrell Sprewell could end up here for Robinson
if the Sixers were willing to part with Willie Green as well,
which they were not.

And for those who believe either deal would qualify as a
remedy to the Sixers’ problems, I’ll join Iverson in asking,
“What world are you living in?”

The bad thing about this whole fiasco-in-waiting is that
the Sixers will be pretty ticked off with Iverson. The good
news is that Iverson couldn’t care less.

He says he’s been upset with coach Jim O’Brien for
weeks for O’Brien’s private assertion that Iverson could
be doing more to help this team win. But Iverson also has
been fuming over the frequent presence of former interim
coach Chris Ford at games and practices.

The former three-time scoring champion, one-time
league MVP and 2004-05 scoring leader doesn’t appreci-
ate seeing Ford, with whom he had numerous run-ins last
season, walking around as a member of the organization,
its pro-personnel scout.

“I can tell you this,” another of Iverson’s friends said,
“A.I. does not like that man. He felt totally disrespected by
[Ford] throughout last season. And for the Sixers to pres-
ently have him employed with the organization, allowed to
walk around, sitting in suites with Billy King, acting as if
nothing ever happened, is extremely insulting to A.I. He
talks about it every single day.”

This is not good.
It’s true that Iverson signed a four-year, $76 million ex-

tension, scheduled to kick in next season. It’s true that be-
cause of it, he is not going anywhere the Sixers don’t want
him to go.

But it’s also true that he is averaging 29.7 points per
game. That he’s fresh off a 60-point explosion. That the rea-
son the Sixers are 26-26, and in contention for a division
crown, is primarily because of Iverson’s presence and pen-
chant for being among the league leaders in steals and as-
sists, just as he is right now.

It’s one thing for Iverson to have a problem. It’s another
thing when he’s asking, “What are you going to do about
it?”

Especially if you’re the Sixers. He’s all you’ve got.

Ability to contend A.I.’s bone of contention

BY JIM SOUHAN

Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune

Kevin Garnett says it happened
in slow motion. You could tell by
his wry smile that he knows that
sounds funny, that to Minnesota
Timberwolves observers this
whole season has unfolded like
one of those dream-sequence car
wrecks where a windshield splin-
ters so lingeringly you can count
the shards.

The Chicago Bulls led by one
with less than a minute to go Sun-
day afternoon at Target Center, in
Kevin McHale’s debut as Wolves
coach. Garnett missed a shot,
grabbed the carom and cocked
the ball behind his head for the
slam, the kind of signature play
that dotted his MVP season last
year, a play that could win a close
game and cleanse a bitter palate.

As fans began to rise in anticipa-
tion, Garnett jammed it home . . .
and watched the ball fly back
over his head, as if someone had
played a cruel practical joke.

Chicago’s Kirk Hinrich
grabbed the long rebound and
drew a foul, and the Wolves had
lost to an average team at home
on the rare day when Garnett was
The Other Kevin, on another day
when Garnett’s biggest shots
bounced crazily away.

“I misjudged it, man,” Garnett
said. “A lot of times, time slows
down for me.”

Garnett offered a mirthless

laugh.
“It’s been like that for the last

couple of weeks, that I’ve had that
feeling,” he said. “I tried to make
it stick in there by holding on to
the rim, and when I let it go, it just
popped right out. That’s basically
how it’s been lately. You think you
have it, and as soon as you let it
go, it’s out of your hands.”

They are large hands, thin and
scarred by the fingernail fights
every basketball player wages,
and a year ago they seemed to
control all they touched.

Sunday, Garnett’s play was re-
mindful of better days. After
three quarters he had 23 points,
10 rebounds, three assists, two
steals and a blocked shot.

Then came the fourth quarter,
and a chance for the Wolves to
put a little yellow smiley face on
the ugly page that was former
coach Flip Saunders’ firing. And
that was when Garnett misfired.

He went 0-for-6 in the fourth
quarter, proving more energetic
than effective, leaving him to wea-
rily take the seat in front of his
locker for the first time to address
Saunders’ firing, McHale’s inter-
vention and the state of a fran-
chise that now settles for moral
victories in close home losses to
average teams.

“Superman is not going to walk

through that door,” Garnett said.
“Kevin McHale is not going to
throw old ‘32’ back on and come
back and help us. We have to take
this upon ourselves and try to
turn this thing around.”

It wasn’t so long ago you could
call Garnett “Superman” without
drawing a funny look, but Super-
man had Kryptonite, and Garnett
appears to have faulty cartilage,
although he ducks the subject.

“Next question,” he said.
Knee pain might explain his un-

even play this season, and stretch-
es where he looks frustrated to
the point of depression.

With Latrell Sprewell and Sam
Cassell as unpredictable as
dot-com stocks, Garnett has
found himself increasingly sur-
rounded by suffocating defenses
and inconsistent teammates.

Still, when you are the reigning
MVP and the face of the fran-
chise, you are expected to fix
those kinds of problems.

And yet Garnett sounded insult-
ed by McHale’s message, that the
Wolves haven’t played hard
enough often enough.

“Kev sometimes thinks we
don’t compete every night, and
that’s like a smack in the face,”
Garnett said. “As players, I know
for myself, I go out and play hard
every night.

“We’re a competitive team . . .
and we have a lot of pride.”

Athletes excel at telling them-
selves lies of convenience. This is

one of them.
These players got their coach

fired. We have no reason to ques-
tion Garnett’s commitment, but
some teammates should be writ-
ing Saunders letters of apology.

Garnett settled for a short
phone conversation Saturday. “I
called him to see how he was
doing,” Garnett said. “We just
talked.”

Someone asked if Garnett

could have imagined this — a
25-27 record and a fired coach.

“No, and as a player, you have
to look yourself in the mirror and
take some responsibility,” he said.

When you’re Kevin Garnett,
you need to take more than
“some.”

As they slog through this
slow-motion season, it’s up to two
tall, gimpy guys named Kevin to
make this right.

AP

Allen Iverson wants the 76ers to put a better team around

him or the NBA scoring leader wants out of Philadelphia.

T-wolves’ Kevins find going slow

AP

Kevin Garnett disputes new coach Kevin McHale’s claims that the Tim-

berwolves haven’t played hard throughout the disappointing season.
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EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New Jersey Nets strength-
ened their front line Monday, ac-
quiring forward Clifford Robin-
son from the Golden State War-
riors for two second-round draft
picks.

“Clifford is a veteran big man
whose overall presence will pro-
vide depth to our front court,”
Nets president Rod Thorn said.

Robinson has averaged 15.3
points, 4.8 rebounds and 2.4 as-
sists in 16 NBA seasons. This sea-
son, he averaged 8.5 points and
2.7 rebounds in 42 games with
Golden State, including 29 starts.

Robinson was suspended for
five games earlier this month for
violating the NBA’s drug policy.

The Warriors will get the Clip-
pers’ second-round draft pick this
season, which the Nets acquired
in the trade that sent Kerry Kit-
tles to Los Angeles. Golden State
also will get the Nets’ 2007 sec-
ond-round pick and a trade excep-
tion equal to Robinson’s salary.

“From our standpoint, this
trade will provide us with not
only two additional draft picks,
but also the flexibility that comes
with a large trade exception that
can be utilized at any point over
the next year,” said Chris Mullin,
Golden State’s executive vice
president of basketball opera-
tions.

There could be more trades on
the horizon for Golden State.

“We’re going to be actively talk-
ing to teams at the All-Star break
and then the next week, the
phones will be ringing,” Warriors
general manager Rod Higgins
said in a conference call.

While the addition of Vince
Carter has helped the Nets, they
have been playing two centers,
rookie Nenad Krstic and Jason
Collins. The 6-foot-10 Robinson
should give New Jersey a more
athletic power forward.

Originally drafted by Portland
in the second round in 1989, Rob-
inson has played with Phoenix,
Detroit and Golden State. He was
the NBA Sixth Man in 1992-93,
and was named to the NBA all-de-
fensive second team in 1999-00
and 2001-02. He has played in 125
career postseason games, averag-
ing 11.1 points and 4.1 rebounds.

Nuggets C Nene on injured list

DENVER — The Denver Nug-
gets placed center Nene on the in-
jured list Monday with a sprained
left knee.

Nene, who is averaging 9.8
points and 6.1 rebounds in 36
games, was hurt Sunday against
New Jersey while going for a re-
bound. He returned to Denver for
an examination.

The Nuggets play in Atlanta on
Tuesday night.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 26 26 .500 —
Philadelphia 26 26 .500 —
New Jersey 22 29 .431 3½
Toronto 21 31 .404 5
New York 20 32 .385 6

Southeast Division
Miami 39 14 .736 —
Washington 30 21 .588 8
Orlando 27 24 .529 11
Atlanta 10 39 .204 27
Charlotte 10 39 .204 27

Central Division
Detroit 31 19 .620 —
Cleveland 29 20 .592 1½
Chicago 24 23 .511 5½
Indiana 24 26 .480 7
Milwaukee 20 29 .408 10½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 40 12 .769 —
Dallas 33 16 .673 5½
Houston 31 21 .596 9
Memphis 30 22 .577 10
New Orleans 11 41 .212 29

Northwest Division
Seattle 35 14 .714 —
Minnesota 25 27 .481 11½
Denver 23 28 .451 13
Portland 21 29 .420 14½
Utah 17 34 .333 19

Pacific Division
Phoenix 41 12 .774 —
Sacramento 33 18 .647 7
L.A. Lakers 25 24 .510 14
L.A. Clippers 23 28 .451 17
Golden State 14 37 .275 26

Monday’s games
Philadelphia 106, New York 105
Portland 80, Charlotte 77
Detroit 107, Milwaukee 83
New Orleans 98, Washington 96
Phoenix 136, Utah 128

Tuesday’s games
L.A. Clippers at Orlando
Denver at Atlanta
New Jersey at Minnesota
Sacramento at Chicago
Washington at Houston
Utah at L.A. Lakers
Dallas at Golden State

Wednesday’s games
Memphis at Boston
Atlanta at Cleveland
Chicago at Toronto
Detroit at Philadelphia
Denver at Charlotte
Portland at Indiana
Milwaukee at New York
L.A. Clippers at Miami
Sacramento at New Jersey
Golden State at Seattle
San Antonio at New Orleans

Thursday’s games
Cleveland at Minnesota
Dallas at Phoenix

Monday
76ers 106, Knicks 105

NEW YORK — T.Thomas 4-8 0-0 9, Ku.Tho-
mas 3-6 0-0 6, Mohammed 2-3 0-0 4, Marbury
13-22 3-5 32, Crawford 6-16 3-3 19, Sweetney
3-5 3-4 9, J.Williams 3-6 2-4 8, Baker 1-1 1-2 3,
Hardaway 4-8 1-1 11, Ariza 1-6 0-0 2, Norris
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 41-82 13-19 105.

PHILADELPHIA — Korver 4-12 0-0 12, Will-
iamson 6-10 7-8 19, Dalembert 1-3 1-2 3, Iver-
son 11-24 15-17 38, Iguodala 4-6 0-0 8, Jack-
son 10-14 2-3 22, McKie 1-2 0-0 2, Skinner 0-2
0-0 0, Davis 0-2 0-0 0, Ollie 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
38-76 25-30 106.

New York 23 25 26 31—105
Philadelphia 23 37 25 21—106
Three-Point Goals—New York 10-21 (Craw-

ford 4-8, Marbury 3-6, Hardaway 2-2, T.Tho-
mas 1-4, Ariza 0-1), Philadelphia 5-19 (Korver
4-11, Iverson 1-6, McKie 0-1, Iguodala 0-1).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New York 43
(Sweetney 11), Philadelphia 47 (Dalembert
12). Assists—New York 25 (Marbury 9), Phila-
delphia 23 (Iverson 10). Total Fouls—New
York 28, Philadelphia 14. Technicals—Phila-
delphia Defensive Three Second, Philadel-
phia Bench, Iverson. A—15,303 (20,444).

Trail Blazers 80, Bobcats 77
PORTLAND — Patterson 7-11 3-4 17, Ratliff

0-4 1-2 1, Przybilla 8-11 3-5 19, Stoudamire
8-20 0-0 17, Van Exel 4-11 0-0 9, Miles 6-9 3-4
15, Telfair 0-1 2-2 2, Outlaw 0-2 0-0 0, Ander-
son 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 33-71 12-17 80.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 6-10 2-2 14, Ely 6-9
4-4 16, Brezec 5-12 0-0 10, Hart 5-13 1-1 12,
Rush 3-9 0-0 7, T.Smith 2-6 0-0 4, Bogans 2-6
0-0 4, Kapono 1-6 0-0 3, Robinson 1-4 1-4 3,
S.Smith 0-5 4-4 4. Totals 31-80 12-15 77.

Portland 26 19 18 17—80
Charlotte 19 22 23 13—77
Three-Point Goals—Portland 2-7

(Stoudamire 1-2, Van Exel 1-4, Anderson 0-1),
Charlotte 3-11 (Hart 1-2, Rush 1-3, Kapono
1-4, Bogans 0-1, S.Smith 0-1). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Portland 44 (Przybilla
17), Charlotte 51 (Brezec 18). Assists—Port-
land 20 (Stoudamire, Miles 5), Charlotte 14
(Hart 5). Total Fouls—Portland 19, Charlotte
19. Technical—Stoudamire. A—9,213
(23,319).

Pistons 107, Bucks 83
MILWAUKEE — Kukoc 3-9 0-0 6, Smith 5-12

1-1 11, Gadzuric 4-8 2-2 10, M.Williams 1-6 0-0
2, Mason 2-9 2-5 6, Van Horn 4-5 0-0 9, James
5-15 0-0 13, Pachulia 2-3 0-0 4, Strickland 7-11
3-4 18, Z.Hamilton 1-2 0-2 2, Santiago 1-1 0-0
2. Totals 35-81 8-14 83.

DETROIT — Prince 5-11 2-3 13, R.Wallace
7-16 1-4 17, B.Wallace 5-8 1-5 11, R.Hamilton
6-10 2-2 16, Billups 5-8 5-6 17, McDyess 3-5 0-0
6, Hunter 0-0 0-0 0, Arroyo 5-7 5-6 15, Milicic
3-6 2-4 8, Dupree 1-3 0-0 2, Jenkins 1-4 0-0 2.
Totals 41-78 18-30 107.

Milwaukee 24 17 17 25— 83
Detroit 26 32 27 22—107
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 5-17

(James 3-9, Strickland 1-2, Van Horn 1-2,
M.Williams 0-1, Kukoc 0-3), Detroit 7-18
(R.Hamilton 2-3, Billups 2-5, R.Wallace 2-6,

Prince 1-2, Jenkins 0-2). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Milwaukee 49 (Gadzuric 13), De-
troit 52 (B.Wallace 12). Assists—Milwaukee
22 (M.Williams 8), Detroit 32 (Arroyo 6). Total
Fouls—Milwaukee 22, Detroit 13. Techni-
cals—Detroit Defensive Three Second,
McDyess 2. Ejected—McDyess. A—22,076.
(22,076).

Hornets 98, Wizards 96
WASHINGTON — Jamison 9-22 9-11 30, Jef-

fries 2-5 0-0 4, Haywood 3-3 2-2 8, Arenas
12-29 8-9 34, Hayes 3-6 2-2 8, Ruffin 0-0 0-0 0,
Dixon 4-10 0-0 8, Profit 1-4 0-0 2, Thomas 1-2
0-0 2, Blake 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-82 21-24 96.

NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 3-5 0-0 6, Rogers
5-13 0-0 12, P.Brown 6-11 1-1 13, Dickau 3-14
3-5 10, J..Smith 6-12 3-8 18, Jacobsen 3-8 1-1 8,
Andersen 7-10 2-2 16, Nachbar 6-9 2-2 15. To-
tals 39-82 12-19 98.

Washington 24 24 24 24—96
New Orleans 27 24 26 21—98
Three-Point Goals—Washington 5-22 (Jami-

son 3-5, Arenas 2-12, Hayes 0-1, Profit 0-1,
Dixon 0-3), New Orleans 8-24 (J..Smith 3-6,
Rogers 2-5, Jacobsen 1-3, Nachbar 1-3, Dick-
au 1-7). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash-
ington 56 (Jamison 12), New Orleans 44
(Lynch, Andersen 9). Assists—Washington
11 (Arenas 6), New Orleans 28 (Dickau 7).
Total Fouls—Washington 22, New Orleans
22. Technical—Washington Defensive Three
Second. A—11,687 (17,200).

Suns 136, Jazz 128
UTAH — Kirilenko 4-5 1-2 11, Boozer 6-11

2-6 14, Okur 1-6 4-4 6, Lopez 2-3 0-0 4, Bell
7-12 8-10 22, Harpring 7-11 2-3 16, Eisley 9-15
2-4 20, Collins 1-1 5-8 7, Giricek 4-8 1-4 9, Sny-
der 4-7 0-0 10, Humphries 2-4 1-2 5, Borchardt
2-6 0-0 4. Totals 49-89 26-43 128.

PHOENIX — Richardson 7-15 1-2 22, Marion
6-13 4-4 18, Stoudemire 14-22 14-17 42, Nash
6-13 5-5 19, Johnson 4-7 4-6 13, Barbosa 3-4
1-2 9, Voskuhl 2-2 2-2 6, McCarty 2-4 2-4 7. To-
tals 44-80 33-42 136.

Utah 38 24 23 43—128
Phoenix 34 24 40 38—136
Three-Point Goals—Utah 4-11 (Kirilenko

2-2, Snyder 2-3, Harpring 0-1, Giricek 0-1, Bell
0-2, Eisley 0-2), Phoenix 15-29 (Richardson
7-14, Barbosa 2-3, Nash 2-3, Marion 2-4,
Johnson 1-2, McCarty 1-3). Fouled Out—Har-
pring, Okur, Eisley. Rebounds—Utah 57 (Har-
pring 10), Phoenix 45 (Stoudemire 12). As-
sists—Utah 27 (Eisley 11), Phoenix 28 (Nash
18). Total Fouls—Utah 38, Phoenix 34.
A—18,422 (18,422).

NBA calendar
Feb. 18-20 — All-Star weekend, Denver.
Feb. 24 — Trading deadline, 3 p.m. EST.
April 20 — Regular season ends.
April 23 — Playoffs begin.
June 7-10 — NBA predraft camp, Chicago.
June 9 — Earliest possible NBA Finals start

date.
June 21 — Early entry draft withdrawal

deadline.
June 23 — Latest possible NBA Finals end

date.
June 28 — NBA Draft, New York.

The Associated Press

Allen Iverson was finally trapped in a
corner, so he made a nifty pass for the win-
ning basket.

Nobody could stop Amare Stoudemire,
no matter where he was on the court.

Double-teamed with time running out,
Iverson alertly passed to Marc Jackson for
the go-ahead layup with a second left in the

Philadelphia 76ers’
106-105 victory over
the visiting New York
Knicks on Monday
night.

“I knew they’d dou-
ble somebody, but I

was surprised I was open,” said Jackson,
who scored 22 points on 10-for-14 shooting.
“It was a great play, and we executed it per-
fectly.”

Stoudemire had a huge game even
though he didn’t feel well, scoring 42
points and grabbing 12 rebounds to lead
the Suns to a 136-128 home victory over
the Utah Jazz.

“I’m still feeling my symptoms, so it
wasn’t an easy night,” Stoudemire said.

He sure made it look easy.
So did Steve Nash, who matched a sea-

son high with 18 assists in a game full of
bests — the Suns and Jazz each scored
their most points this season, and their
combined 264 points set an NBA high.

Quentin Richardson added 22 points, in-
cluding a three-pointer with 1:21 left that
opened a 128-121 lead. Nash scored 19
points to help Phoenix (41-12) move a
half-game ahead of idle San Antonio for
the NBA’s best record.

Shawn Marion had 18 points for the

Suns, who went 3-1 against the Jazz to win

the season series for the first time since

1992-93.

Stoudemire scored 15 of Phoenix’s 40

points in the third quarter to help the Suns
overcome a four-point halftime deficit.

Richardson’s seventh three was Phoe-

nix’s last field goal, but the Suns held on

from the foul line, finishing 33-for-42.

“With Amare stepping up like he did,

that was big for us,” Richardson said.

“Sometimes teams come out warm, and

you have to weather the storm and just con-

tinue to play.”
Utah put six players in double figures

but couldn’t earn coach Jerry Sloan his
935th victory to tie Dick Motta for seventh
place on the NBA’s career list. Howard Eis-
ley had 20 points and 11 assists for the
Jazz, who lost Carlos Boozer and Andrei
Kirilenko to injuries.

At Philadelphia, the Sixers climbed back
to .500 for the first time since they were 6-6
on Nov. 26. They also moved into a tie with
Boston for first place in the Atlantic Divi-
sion.

Iverson followed his career-high
60-point game against Orlando on Satur-
day night with 38 against New York. He
also had 10 assists.

“It’s tough to score 60 and not think
about it the next game,” Iverson said.

The Knicks had one last chance, but
Nazr Mohammed’s quick shot from close
range was off the mark and they lost for
the 19th time in 23 games. Stephon Mar-
bury scored 32 points.

Trail Blazers 80, Bobcats 77: Nick Van
Exel hit a 29-foot heave at the buzzer to
win it for visiting Portland.

It was the seventh consecutive loss for
the Bobcats — and the second in a row on a
three-pointer at the buzzer. On Sunday
night, Tim Thomas got a friendly roll on a
three-pointer to give New York a 102-99
victory.

Joel Przybilla scored a career-high 19
points and grabbed 17 rebounds for the
Blazers, who ended a three-game losing
streak.

They won despite playing without lead-
ing scorer and rebounder Zach Randolph
(right knee).

Charlotte’s Jason Kapono hit a

three-pointer with 9 seconds left to tie the
game.

The Bobcats played without leading scor-
er and rebounder Emeka Okafor, who sat
out with a sprained left ankle. Starting
point guard Brevin Knight was out with a
sprained right ankle.

Pistons 107, Bucks 83: Rasheed Wal-
lace had 17 points and 10 rebounds to lead
Detroit, which won for the eighth time in
nine games and completed a dominant 3-0
homestand.

In five days, the Pistons beat the Los An-
geles Lakers, Washington Wizards and Mil-
waukee by an average of 22.3 points.

Milwaukee was missing Michael Redd
(finger) for the second game in a row. The
Bucks had a three-game winning streak
snapped.

Chauncey Billups also scored 17 points
for Detroit, which had six players in dou-
ble figures. Ben Wallace had 11 points and
12 rebounds.

Hornets 98, Wizards 96: At New Or-
leans, J.R. Smith scored 18 points and Dan
Dickau hit a pair of go-ahead free throws
with 4.5 seconds left.

Gilbert Arenas had 34 points for Wash-
ington, but his three-point attempt at the
buzzer bounced off the front of the rim.

Chris Andersen had 16 points and nine
rebounds for the Hornets, converting an
alley-oop dunk and a tip-in on consecutive
possessions to help New Orleans maintain
a slim lead late in the fourth quarter.

Bostjan Nachbar added 15 points, P.J.
Brown 13 and Rodney Rogers 12.

Antawn Jamison had 30 points and 12 re-
bounds for Washington, but the Wizards re-
serves were outscored 39-12 by the Hor-
nets’ backups.

Iverson, Stoudemire showcase their skills

NBA scoreboard

Nets bolster front line
by acquiring Robinson

AP

Suns forward Amare Stoudemire dunks for

two of his 42 points against the Jazz.
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ST. LOUIS — For far too long,
all the protectors of baseball’s
bogus Summer of Love lined up
like dutiful apologists and
head-in-the-sand romantics, zeal-
ously blocking out any disturbing
hint of evil in-
nuendo that
maybe, just
maybe, every-
thing they saw
during the
1998 Season
That Saved
Baseball was
a dirty lie.

So now they
all assail Jose
Canseco’s
character and
tell us that
Mark McGwire is pure as the
driven snow, which only proves
that Big Mac has more friends
than his old Bash Brother.

But you know what? I actually
understand that kind of loyalty. I
understand why they are so pro-
tective of McGwire’s interests
and his legacy. It would mean ev-
erything they believed about that
so-called baseball rhapsody of ’98
was in reality just a lie. For those
whose allegiances date to his Oak-
land Bash Brother days, it is a
wise investment to protect McG-
wire’s legacy, since his will al-
ways be linked intrinsically to
their championship legacies, too.

Blatant self-interest I can un-
derstand. Self-serving baloney I
surely can appreciate. Even
head-in-the-sand romanticism
from McGwire sycophants and
apologists is something I can at
least begrudgingly comprehend.

But this is something I simply
do not get: people who want to dis-
miss the efforts of the steroid
cops who want to clean up sports
in this country — and the result-
ing eye-opening “outings” that
have followed — with an indiffer-
ent shrug of the shoulder.

This flippant “who cares?” just
makes no sense. You should care.

We all should care, because
there are kids out there who al-
ready have taken note of the in-
credible, record-setting results of
these drug cheats and wonder how
they can get a similar edge, while
ignoring the obvious health risks.

Everyone got all worked up
over Canseco squealing on
ex-teammates such as McGwire,
Jason Giambi, Ivan Rodriguez,
Rafael Palmeiro and Juan Gonza-
lez. But what really should have

disturbed us all in Canseco’s “60
Minutes” interview was this fright-
ening statement: “I don’t recom-
mend steroids for everyone, and I
don’t recommend growth hor-
mones for everyone. But for cer-
tain individuals, I truly believe, be-
cause I’ve experimented with it
for so many years, that it can
make an average athlete a super
athlete. It can make a super ath-
lete incredible. Just legendary.”

That should scare everyone
who has any concern that impres-
sionable young athletes would lis-
ten to Canseco and be willing to
take one of those magic pills, rub
on one of those mystery creams
or stick one of those super sy-
ringes in their hips.

What should scare everyone is
the very real threat that thou-
sands of misguided parents are
out there trying to live vicariously
through their kids and would
think nothing of legitimate health
risks from steroids for the poten-
tial reward of a college scholar-
ship or a professional contract.

What scares me is that we
might already be too late. Nation-
al surveys estimate that 1 million
young people ages 12 to 17 have
taken performance-enhancing
supplements or drugs.

What scares me is that the race
already has been lost. Why are
these kids listening to the allure
of some magic pill rather than to
these more meaningful and haunt-
ing words of warning: “I started
taking anabolic steroids in 1969
(in college) and never stopped. It
was addicting, mentally addict-
ing. Now I’m sick, and I’m scared.
Ninety percent of the athletes I
know are on the stuff. We’re not
born to be 300 pounds or jump 30
feet. But all the time I was taking
steroids, I knew they were mak-
ing me play better. …

“Now look at me. My hair’s
gone, I wobble when I walk and
have to hold on to someone for sup-
port, and I have trouble remem-
bering things. My last wish? That
no one else ever dies this way.”

Those were the words of
four-time All-Pro defensive end
Lyle Alzado, once considered one
of the most fierce defensive line-
men in the history of pro football.
In 1991, at the age of 43, Alzado
died of brain cancer, and it was
his belief that his cancer was
caused by years of steroid abuse.

So now tell me again, do you
still think we shouldn’t care?

Bryan Burwell is a columnist for the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — An FBI agent says federal investi-
gators warned Major League Baseball about 10
years ago that some players were using steroids, but
baseball executives failed to act on the information,
the Daily News reported.

In Tuesday’s editions, the Daily News reported
that a special agent in Ann Arbor, Mich., told base-
ball security chief Kevin Hallinan that Jose Canseco
and others were using illegal anabolic steroids.

“I alerted Major League Baseball back in the time
when we had a case, that Canseco was a heavy user
and that they should be aware of it,” Special Agent
Greg Stejskal told the Daily News. “I spoke to the
people in their security office, Hallinan was one of
the people I spoke to.”

Stejskal also told the newspaper there wasn’t
much baseball could do at the time since MLB and
the players’ union didn’t have a steroid testing pro-
gram or disciplinary actions in place until 2002.

Baseball officials denied they were told of steroid
use, and Hallinan told the Daily News, “It did not
happen. Not with this guy, not with anyone else.”

The agent told the paper that the FBI’s investiga-
tion in the 1990s centered in Michigan and dealt
with weightlifters and bodybuilders, but that the

probe spread to California, Florida, Canada and
Mexico.

“There’s very little question the use of steroids
was very widespread in baseball,” Stejskal told the
newspaper. “And Major League Baseball, in effect,
they didn’t sanction it, but they certainly looked the
other way.”

The report comes just after the release of Cansec-
o’s book, “Juiced: Wild Times, Rampant ’Roids,
Smash Hits, and How Baseball Got Big,” in which
he details his steroid use and accuses several former
teammates of using them.

MLB recently adopted a tougher steroid-testing
program that will suspend first-time offenders for
10 days and randomly test players year-round.

Last week, Yankees star Jason Giambi made his
first public comments since it was reported he told a
federal grand jury in 2003 that he took steroids for at
least three seasons.

“When I went into that grand jury, I told the
truth,” he said.

The New York Times reported that in December
2001, when the Yankees were drawing up Giambi’s
free-agent contract, they included a reference to ste-
roid use in an initial draft. The Times said agent Arn
Tellem asked that all references to steroids be
dropped, and that the Yankees agreed.

S
ports are the modern
world’s traveling circus:
town to town, day to day,
seasons slipping seam-

lessly one to the next. Some are
memorable (baseball last fall,
the NFL this winter), others for-
gettable (the NBA so far) or lost
(the NHL).

We are swept up in the trivia,
counting down to thousandths of
seconds, collecting minutiae and
memorabilia, flooding the radio,
TV and Internet with gazillions
of sound bites and computer
bytes.

We dissect the scandal du
jour, the plays and replays, dis-
tilling the people and the games
down to their homeopathic es-
sence. We are quick to see mini-
trends (the outbursts of play-
er-fan violence) and are prone to
fear.

But we are as poor at predict-
ing the immediate future (the
Red Sox winning the World Se-
ries) as we are at seeing the
great changes ahead.

Not many people a century
ago would have foreseen the
fledgling game of basketball be-
coming one of the world’s most
popular sports — or guessed that
the tiny sports universe at the
time would spread web-like, am-
ateurs enmeshed with profes-
sionals, into a multitrillion-dol-
lar enterprise.

Even 50 years ago, not many
prognosticators would have envi-
sioned women sports evolving as
they have in colleges and in the
Olympics, in pro tennis and golf,
basketball, soccer and softball.

What do the next decades
promise? What might be ahead
that would boggle our imagina-
tions now? Do all the data, trends
and patterns portend how sports

will change?
A

sports-mind-
ed futurist,
Robin Gun-
ston of New
Zealand, stud-
ies the larger
implications
of designer
drugs, genet-
ic enhance-
ment, terror-
ism, artificial

intelligence, high-tech equip-
ment, corporate influence, reli-
gion and politics. He writes in
the January-February edition of
“The Futurist” magazine of
“four possible long-term scenari-
os” that may play out in the 21st
century or beyond:

� “Religiosport” could devel-
op in a time when major sports
replace conventional religion,
fans become religious fanatics
and holy reverence supersedes
hero-worship.

� “Machosport is a future
where individual sports people
become popular idols, feted
wherever they go … as being the
ideal of modern man or woman.”

Athletes are bigger than their
sport in a society that promotes
the worst forms of idolatry, and
it leads to individuals losing
their human rights and respect.

� “Technosport develops
when winning is everything and
ethics counts for nothing.”

Large businesses control it all
and “only two international
sports eventually remain — soc-
cer and basketball — with most
nations having only one team.”

� “Valuesport will see an end
to the big business of organized
team sports and events.”

This future could be spurred

by a horrific terrorist attack in
an Olympics and or a
last-minute pullout by television
covering the Games.

“Another driver in this scenar-
io is the obesity crisis,” Gunston
said. Society-wide lack of fitness
could lead to government-man-
dated sports participation in all
levels. Advertising linked to
sports would be banned. All
teams participating in healthy
competition will be backed by
their community.

Gunston prefers “Valuesport,”
and he considers cheerful ways
to turn everything around now to
prevent the onset of one of the
other possibilities.

Good luck, Mr. Gunston. Per-
sonally, I’m stuck with
day-to-day tunnel vision, seeing
it all play out with equal dosages
of optimism, pessimism and
skepticism.

Pitchers and catchers report
this week to spring training, and
I’d like to think they’ll be report-
ing about the same time in 100
years when there will still be
Bud signs on the outfield wall.

I’m confident that scandals will
still find their way onto the sports
pages, and that athletes will go on
being heroes and sleazes.

Professionalism will survive,
amateurism will grow, team and
individual sports will keep coex-
isting, richer than ever. Writers
a century from now will look
back nostalgically on more inno-
cent days, when ballplayers
made only $20 million a year.

We’ll still have our fat and our
fit. We’ll still have fans and fanat-
ics. And we’ll still watch sports
come and go through the sea-
sons.

Steve Wilstein is a national sports
columnist for The Associated Press.
Write to him at swilstein@ap.org

A vision of the future
that blurs many lines

Bryan Burwell

Steve Wilstein

It’s tough to shrug off
steroids’ lasting stain

In his inter-

view on “60

Minutes”,

former major

leaguer Jose

Canseco said

steroids “can

make an

average

athlete a

super ath-

lete. It can

make a super

athlete in-

credible.”

AP Photo/
HO, CBS

Report: FBI warned MLB
about usage 10 years ago
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The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Less than two years ago,
Johan Santana was in Minnesota’s bullpen. Back
home in Venezuela this winter, he had bodyguards.

Winning the AL Cy Young
Award certainly heightened San-
tana’s profile. It also raised his
price.

Santana and the Twins agreed
Monday to a $40 million, four-year

contract. The deal, contingent on Santana passing a
physical, marked the end of a whirlwind offseason
for the 25-year-old left-hander.

“A lot of things happened to me,” Santana said
from Fort Myers, Fla., where he is preparing for the
start of spring training this weekend. “The good
thing about it is they were all positive. As long as it’s
positive, you are fine. I think I can deal with all of
that with no problems.”

Santana, who had been scheduled for a salary arbi-
tration hearing Tuesday, led the league with a 2.61
ERA and 265 strikeouts in 2004.

He became the first Venezuelan to win the Cy
Young Award and the first unanimous winner in the
AL since Pedro Martinez in 2000.

After making $1.6 million last year, Santana —
who would have been eligible for free agency after
the 2006 season — had asked for a raise to $6.8 mil-
lion and had been offered $5 million by the team.

Both sides were happy to avoid arbitration.
“Definitely, it’s something that we were looking

for,” Santana said. “It’s good to know that I’ll be in a
Twins uniform for four more years.”

Though small-market Minnesota always has a low
payroll, its stance has long been to pay the players
who produce. After lengthy negotiations between as-
sistant general manager Wayne Krivsky and Peter
Greenberg, Santana’s agent, the Twins were able to
lock up their young lefty for the long term.

“They worked hard on this thing,” general manag-

er Terry Ryan said. “This hasn’t just been a week or
two. I’ve got to compliment those two guys to stay
with it, because it’s certainly a tedious process.”

Santana set a Twins record by winning 13 consec-
utive decisions and didn’t lose in 15 starts after the
All-Star break, going 13-0 with a 1.21 ERA to help
Minnesota win its third straight AL Central title.

Santana finished the season 20-6, one of only
three 20-game winners in the majors last season.

Oakland beats RHP Cruz in arbitration

TAMPA, Fla. — Pitcher Juan Cruz lost to the Oak-
land Athletics in salary arbitration Tuesday and will
get $600,000 instead of the $860,000 he had request-
ed.

The 26-year-old right-hander, acquired by the A’s
from Atlanta in the Tim Hudson trade in December,
was 6-2 with a 2.75 ERA in 50 relief outings last sea-
son, when he made $370,000.

BY IRA PODELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In what could be a
last-second breakthrough, both sides of the
NHL lockout have given significant
ground: The players’ association will ac-
cept a salary cap, and the league has
backed off its demand for a link between
revenues and player costs.

Now they just have to figure out the
money, and time has all but run out.

Even while the negotiations were going
on, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman had
planned to announce the cancellation of
the season Wednesday, a source close to
the negotiations told The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity Monday.

Bettman was slated to speak Wednesday
in New York, but the NHL declined to give
details beyond the time and location.

The NHL offered to give in on linkage, a
“significant move in the players’ direction”
the union said early Tuesday following a
meeting in Niagara Falls, N.Y.

But when the players offered to accept a
cap of $52 million in return — the first time
they came off their opposition to a ceiling
on salaries — the offer was rejected by the
NHL. The league insisted on a salary cap
that topped out at $40 million per team.

“It is indeed unfortunate that with the
major steps taken by both sides we were
unable to build enough momentum to
reach an agreement,” players’ association
senior director Ted Saskin said.

The NHL had no comment Tuesday on
the union’s statement.

No new talks were immediately sched-
uled, but with the philosophical differenc-
es now bridged, there appeared to be room
for the sides to negotiate dollar figures.

“We probably could’ve gotten this thing
done in the summertime,” Chicago for-
ward Matthew Barnaby said. “Am I mad,
no? I want to get back to work. But at the
same time, I’m just a little disappointed
that it went this far to play poker and to
have someone call your bluff.”

The 24 percent rollback on all existing
contracts, originally offered by the union
on Dec. 9, as well as more aggressive luxu-
ry tax rates and thresholds, were included
in the players’ counteroffer.

Buffalo Sabres player representative
Jay McKee was surprised Tuesday when
he heard the union would accept a cap.

“If that’s where we were going, I wonder
why now,” he said.

With the major stumbling blocks now
out of the way, the sides are only $12 mil-
lion apart on what each team’s cap should
be. With the salary rollback, only eight of
the 30 teams would be above $40 million.

Until now, Bettman insisted that the 30
teams know what their costs will be each
season. The only way, he said, that could be
achieved was to tie to the amount of player
costs to a percentage of league revenues.

That was a solution the players’ associa-
tion refused.

NHL chief legal officer Bill Daly was the
only other person involved in the meeting
that wrapped up early Tuesday. The NHL
reported that no progress was made, but
didn’t reveal details of what was discussed.

If a deal is not reached quickly, the NHL
would become the first major professional
league in North America to lose an entire
season because of a labor dispute. The Stan-
ley Cup has been awarded every year
since 1919, when a flu epidemic canceled
the finals.

But more than two-thirds of the season
and the All-Star Game have been lost to a
lockout that started Sept. 16.

Bettman said the sides needed to start
putting a deal on paper by last weekend if
the NHL was going to hold a 28-game regu-
lar season and a 16-team playoff. The regu-
lar season normally is 82 games.

Even a session with a federal mediator
Sunday in Washington couldn’t produce an
agreement. But it did lead to the break-
through in talks Monday.

Bettman had said teams needed to have
cost certainty to survive and the only way
he could guarantee that was with a salary
cap that linked league revenues to player
costs. Now that position has changed for
the first time since the NHL started gear-
ing up for the lockout in 1998.

The league has said teams lost $273 mil-
lion in 2002-03 and $224 million last sea-

son, and an economic study commissioned
by the NHL found that players get 75 per-
cent of league revenues. The union has
challenged those figures.

A cap had been an automatic deal-break-
er for the union even though it agreed that
the financial landscape was flawed. The
players’ association contended there are
many other ways to fix it.

“There is no question the system has to
change,” said New Jersey Devils President
Lou Lamoriello, who took part in earlier ne-
gotiating sessions. “We just have to keep
working to find a solution. It’s unfortunate
we have to come this.

“If the season does end, we can’t stop.
We have to continue working at this and
get it rectified as soon as we possibly can.”

Monday, the 152nd day of the lockout,
was to have been the last day of the
All-Star break; the festivities in Atlanta
were called off months earlier. Through
Monday, 824 of the 1,230 regular-season
games have been lost.

“Everybody has to take responsibility,”
Lamoriello said.

The sides have traded proposals through-
out the lockout, but the salary cap had al-
ways been the sticking point. Other issues
such as arbitration, revenue-sharing, and
rookie caps never reached a negotiating
stage because the sides couldn’t agree on
the big issue.

In recent days, the union and league
seemed adamant that they wouldn’t budge.

“We’re done,” Saskin said Thursday
after talks broke off.

On Sunday, Daly said: “We will not be
reaching out to them.”

Cy Young winner
Santana agrees
to four-year deal

Union accepts salary cap for first time,
but sides are $12 million apart on ceiling

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Derek Jeter is
willing to accept Jason Giambi’s
apology.

Without admitting that he used
steroids, Giambi apologized last
week to his New York Yankees
teammates, fans and the media
for distractions he caused.

“We’re here to
support him,”
Jeter, the Yan-
kees’ captain, said
after working out
Monday at the
team’s minor
league complex.
“He’s obviously in
a tough situation.
I’ve been on
teams that had
guys that have
made mistakes in
the past. When you’re a team, ev-
eryone is one family. I’m sure
he’s going to hear a lot about it
over this year. We’re going to be
there to support him because he’s
one of us.”

Yankees pitchers and catchers
report Tuesday, and Giambi will
be under scrutiny after 1½ inju-
ry-plagued seasons. The volun-
tary reporting date is Sunday.

“Jason is a friend,” Jeter said.
“Whether or not he was on our
team, anytime you have friend-
ship that’s built up over the years,
you’re obviously going to stay
close and support him.”

Tino Martinez also voiced sup-
port. Martinez, let go by the Yan-
kees after the 2001 season to

make way for Giambi, could wind
up playing first base this season,
with Giambi at designated hitter.

“He’s a great guy,” Martinez
said. “I think in the clubhouse
he’s going to be fine. Obviously,
he made a huge mistake, and he’s
going to pay for it this year. Hope-
fully, the fans in New York will
give him a chance. He’s a big part

of our team.”
Giambi spoke

last week of his de-
sire to win a
World Series. The
Yankees’ last title
was 2000.

“I’m hungry,”
Jeter said. “Hope-
fully everybody
on the team is hun-
gry. When you
lose, it’s a whole

wasted year.”
The 2000 AL MVP with Oak-

land, Giambi’s numbers dropped
in the second half of the 2003 sea-
son when he had a knee injury.
He was bothered by a parasite
and a benign tumor last year, and
slumped to a .208 batting average
with 12 homers and 40 RBIs.

“It’s going to be an interesting
spring training for us with Jason
and welcoming him back,” catch-
er John Flaherty said. “I think his
teammates are all going to be
there to support him. We’re going
to be there for him.”

Note: RHP Carl Pavano arrived
in Tampa and threw off a bullpen
mound Monday. “I’m excited to
get here and get things rolling,”
said Pavano, who signed a $39.95
million, four-year contract.

Jeter offers support
for embattled Giambi

Concessions offer promise, but NHL talks break off

AP

Minnesota’s Johan Santana, 25, went 20-6 and led

the AL with a 2.61 ERA and 265 strikeouts last year.

We’re going to be

there to support

him because he’s

one of us.

Derek Jeter

New York Yankees captain

on Jason Giambi
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BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Reggie Fowl-
er smiled sheepishly when Minnesota Vi-
kings owner Red McCombs dabbed his
bald head with a towel.

Though beads of sweat were visible
under the hot lights, Fowler does not ap-
pear nervous about his pending deal to buy
the NFL team.

While he has a low profile and there’s lit-
tle public knowledge about his personal
wealth, the Arizona businessman is poised
to become the NFL’s first black owner.

“We would not be here today if we did
not have the ability to complete the deal,”
Fowler said Monday during a joint news
conference with McCombs.

Fowler declined to reveal how much he
would pay for the team, but published re-
ports and a rival bidder, Minnesota Timber-
wolves owner Glen Taylor, put the price at
about $625 million. Taylor had offered
about $600 million, though some of that
money was contingent on a new stadium.

A survey of franchise values by Forbes
magazine last fall estimated the Vikings’
worth at about $604 million. The Arizona
Republic reported Saturday that Fowler’s
net worth is estimated at more than $400
million — far less than Taylor’s $1.9 bil-
lion.

Fowler’s group includes three limited
partners whom he declined to identify,
other than that they’re based on the East
Coast.

As the general partner, Fowler is re-
quired by NFL rules to put down 30 per-
cent of the cash portion of the purchase —
though he could borrow up to $125 million
from the league’s credit consortium.

“Mr. McCombs is a very astute business-
man,” Fowler said. “I don’t think we would
be sitting here together if we didn’t have
the ability to come up with that 30 per-
cent.”

NFL owners are scheduled to meet in
March in Hawaii, so approval could take a
while — the timetable estimated by Mc-
Combs was anywhere from three to 10
weeks. League rules require 24 of the 32
owners to approve a sale.

The 46-year-old, soft-spoken Fowler
owns Spiral Inc. — a diverse Chandler,
Ariz.-based company that supplies grocery
stores with bags, cups, containers, labels
and janitorial supplies. Spiral comprises
six divisions with a focus on the real estate,
aviation, manufacturing, agricultural, en-
tertainment and banking industries.

Jim Stapleton, a former Detroit Tigers

executive, said he will serve on the Vi-
kings’ board of directors and help guide
the new ownership group through the stadi-
um-seeking process.

“The history and the significance of this
is not lost on us,” said Stapleton, who also
is black. “But whether we were black,
white or yellow, our goal would still be to
make the Minnesota Vikings a world-class
franchise on and off the field.”

Asked about becoming the league’s first
black owner, Fowler said he thought it was
“a great thing” — but also not that big a
deal.

And McCombs said that issue did not fac-
tor in the negotiations.

“He did not discount the price because
of that,” Fowler said, laughing.

McCombs, who has had the Vikings on
the block for nearly three years, will make a
huge profit if the league approves the sale.

After paying about $250 million for the
club in 1998, however, McCombs was
never able to make progress toward a new
stadium to replace the 22-year-old Metro-
dome.

“The fact of the matter is, it was never
going to work,” said McCombs, who will
continue to oversee daily operations until a
sale is finalized.

Fowler sidestepped all stadium ques-
tions except to stress the issue’s impor-
tance.

AP Sports Writer Larry Lage in Detroit contributed
to this report.

BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — From the start, it was
apparent that Jeff Garcia was a bad fit for
the Cleveland Browns.

He didn’t like the offense. He didn’t get
agree with coaches. He didn’t jell with
teammates.

On Monday, the quarterback was told
one season in Cleveland was enough — for
everyone.

Garcia will be released on Feb. 22, set
free two days before his 35th birthday and
less than a year since the Browns outbid
Tampa Bay to sign him to a four-year, $25
million contract.

The Browns, rebuilding under new
coach Romeo Crennel, put a little more dis-
tance between themselves and an awful
4-12 season by cutting ties with Garcia.

In 10 starts for Cleveland, Garcia com-
pleted 144 of 253 passes for 1,731 yards
with 10 touchdowns and nine intercep-
tions. But beginning with his criticism of
former coach Butch Davis’ offense in Au-
gust, it was a disastrous season.

“It’s unfortunate that neither the Browns
nor Jeff had the kind of year they were hop-
ing for,” said his agent, Steve Baker. “It
was frustrating.”

Garcia had a brilliant debut in Cleve-
land, rallying the Browns to beat Balti-
more. But as the losses piled up, Garcia’s
frustration made it impossible for him to
keep quiet. He publicly criticized his team-
mates and began to openly question why
Davis signed him.

Offseason distractions further strained

Garcia’s relationship with the Browns and
Cleveland fans. Garcia, who ended the sea-
son on the injured list, testified in a trial for
his girlfriend, a Playboy Playmate, who
was accused of karate-kicking one of Gar-
cia’s former girlfriends during a fight.

Garcia’s release — league rules prevent
it from becoming official for another week
— is the first move of many expected in a
house cleaning by Crennel, the former
New England defensive coordinator.

On Sunday, Crennel hired Maurice Car-
thon as his offensive coordinator and the
two didn’t waste any time coming to an
agreement on their first personnel move,
deciding that Garcia was not worth keep-
ing.

While Garcia’s release will create about
$2 million under the salary cap, it leaves
Kelly Holcomb as the only veteran quarter-
back on Cleveland’s roster. Complicating
matters, Holcomb can become a free agent
in March.

General manager Phil Savage said the
club would like to keep the 31-year-old Hol-
comb, whose four seasons in Cleveland
have been characterized by amazing per-
formances and agonizing injuries.

If the Browns can’t re-sign Holcomb,
they may pursue a free agent quarterback.
The club has the No. 3 overall selection in
April’s draft, but it’s unlikely Crennel
would want to begin his tenure with a rook-
ie QB.

Also on Monday, Crennel hired Jeff
Davidson, the assistant offensive line
coach and tight ends coach for the New En-
gland Patriots last season, as the Browns’
offensive line coach.

AP

Jeff Garcia played just one year for the Browns after signing a four-year, $25M contract.

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Just another big
goal by Bourque in Boston.

This one came from the kid.
With his father’s retired No. 77

jersey hanging high above the ice,
Boston University freshman
Chris Bourque scored 14:10 into
overtime Monday night to give
the Terriers a 3-2 victory over
Northeastern in the Beanpot
championship.

Bourque, the son of former Bos-
ton Bruins great and Hall of
Famer Ray Bourque, was named
MVP after the Terriers (18-10-2)
won their 26th Beanpot title in the
53-year history of the tournament
between the city’s four NCAA Di-

vision I hock-
ey programs.

“He’s done
that so many
times in this
building and

the [Boston] Garden, and I don’t
think I can compare,” Chris
Bourque said of his father, who
has yet to miss any of his son’s col-
lege games. “It’s just really cool
to see his jersey in the rafters and
to score the overtime winner.”

Northeastern (12-14-4), seek-
ing its first Beanpot champion-
ship since 1988 and only its fifth
overall, trailed much of the game,
but tied it at 2 with just more than
two minutes left in the third peri-
od when Jared Mudryk poked the

puck away from BU goalie John
Curry after he had smothered
Tim Judy’s slap shot.

Bourque scored the game-win-
ner while the teams were skating
4-on-4 after matching penalties.
He picked up a loose puck in
front and flipped a back-hander
over Gibson.

“We really dodged a bullet to-
night. For 60 minutes we got out-
played,” BU coach Jack Parker
said. “Northeastern deserved a
better fate.”

Bloomberg promises ‘shovel
in ground’ when IOC votes

NEW YORK — Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said Monday that
there will be “a shovel in the

ground” to construct an Olympic
stadium in New York by the time
the International Olympic Com-
mittee announces a host for the
2012 Games.

“When I come to Singapore on
July 6, there will be a shovel in
the ground — could be a symbolic
shovel, but nevertheless a shovel
— and [it will show] that we are
committed and people are behind
this,” Bloomberg said in a news
conference at the Intrepid
Sea-Air-Space Museum.

The mayor said opposition to a
new stadium on Manhattan’s
West Side would not deter the
IOC from choosing New York
over the other finalists, Madrid,
London, Paris and Moscow.

“These are very sophisticated
people, and they understand that
whether it’s this city or the other
four cities, there’s always going to
be a handful of naysayers who
will try to stop things,”
Bloomberg said. “But I think that
we will be able to show them that
most New Yorkers are behind
this project and would love to
have the Olympics here.”

Bloomberg has long said that if
a West Side stadium is not built
the city will have no chance of
winning the Olympics. The $1.6
billion stadium, which also would
be the home of the New York
Jets, has run into fierce opposi-
tion from politicians and neigh-
borhood groups.

Younger Bourque scores Beanpot winner in OT for BU

Garcia sacked by Browns

Fowler to buy Vikings,
be first black owner

AP

Reggie Fowler listens to a question during
a news conference on Monday, when Minne-
sota Vikings owner Red McCombs an-
nounced the sale of the team to Fowler.
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Jarrett Jack can’t
figure it out.

He’s still surrounded by nearly
all the same teammates, the guys
who helped carry Georgia Tech
within one victory of a national
championship, not to mention a
promising freshman class.

Yet, with less than a month to
go in the regular season, the Yel-
low Jackets find themselves
perched on the dreaded “bubble”
— more concerned with getting
into the NCAA tournament than
winning it all.

“If you look at last year and this
year, I think this team is more tal-
ented from top to bottom,” said
Jack, Georgia Tech’s point guard.
“We’ve just got to know what it
takes to get over the hump.”

The Yellow Jackets (14-8) are
clearly one of the country’s most
disappointing teams, beginning
the season ranked No. 3 in the
country but now sitting below
.500 (5-6) in the powerful Atlantic
Coast Conference.

While ACC rivals Duke, North
Carolina and Wake Forest have

lived up to
the hype,
Georgia
Tech has
slipped out
of the spot-
light with six
losses in its
last nine
games. The
latest set-
back was an
ugly 53-51
loss to North

Carolina State, a conference
back-marker that completed a
season sweep of the Yellow Jack-
ets.

“We definitely have the pieces
at every position to match up well
with any team in the country,”
Jack said after Sunday night’s
game. “That’s what makes it so
frustrating. We have what it takes
and we know what it takes to get
it done.”

A year ago, coach Paul Hewitt
guided this team on a magical run
through the NCAA tournament.
The Yellow Jackets reached the
Final Four for only the second
time in school history, making it
all the way to the championship

game before losing to Connecti-
cut.

Georgia Tech lost only two play-
ers of significance from that
team, starting guard Marvin
Lewis and backup forward Clar-
ence Moore. When compared
with those coming back — seniors
B.J. Elder, Luke Schenscher, Will
Bynum, Isma’il Muhammad and
Anthony McHenry, along with
Jack, a junior and three-year
starter — the Yellow Jackets
seemed primed for another long
run in the NCAA tournament.

Now, it’s no guarantee they’ll
even make the field, a most im-
probable scenario for a team that
was ranked so high in the pre-
season.

Georgia Tech will likely need
to win at least two more games to
earn tournament consideration,
but the remaining schedule is
rather daunting: road games at
Florida State, Miami and No. 5
Wake Forest, along with a home
game against seventh-ranked
Duke.

The only surefire victory on the
schedule appears to be a home
game against Clemson to close
the regular season.

“Fourteen wins is not going to
get us into the tournament,”
Hewitt said.

So what’s gone wrong?
� Injuries. Elder, the team’s

most dangerous offensive player,
missed nine games because of a
lingering hamstring problem.

Freshman Jeremis Smith dislo-
cated a kneecap early in the sea-
son and just returned to the court
in the past week.

� Turnovers. The Yellow Jack-
ets rank near the bottom of the
conference in turnover margin
and were especially sloppy with
the ball in their last three games,
giving it up 18 times against both
Duke and N.C. State and 24 times
in a victory over Clemson.

� Intangibles. They always say
it’s tougher to stay at the top than
get there. Georgia Tech can’t
sneak up opponents anymore,
and it’s often difficult for players
to maintain the same intensity
after a surprisingly successful
season. Even the most minuscule
drop-off can make a major differ-
ence in the won-loss record.

The Yellow Jackets also seem
to be lacking the sort of fiery lead-
er who can take the rest of the

team to task for its lackluster
play. If anything, these guys seem
to like each other a little too
much.

In the loss to N.C. State, Hewitt
admonished his players to be-
come, well, selfish.

“Coach told us to look at the bas-
ket a little more,” Jack said.
“We’re probably focused on mak-
ing the extra pass a little too
much.”

Hewitt won’t go into specifics
about his team’s troubles, saying
it would only sound like he’s mak-
ing excuses. Instead, he keeps tell-
ing his players that there’s still
time to turn things around.

“We’re all disappointed.
There’s no question about that,”
he said. “But we don’t really have
any choice here. We’ve got to
keep moving forward.”

Jack isn’t giving up.
“I still have faith in my guys,”

he said. “I’m not going to give up
on them until the last game of the
season.”

If the Yellow Jackets keep play-
ing like this, that last game will
come much sooner than anyone
would have expected.

Georgia Tech struggling after Final Four appearance

Hewitt

Tigers second Div. I team in 50 years to go winless
BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Maybe in
a few years, they’ll be able to look
back on this season and chuckle
just a bit.

Not now.
The pain is too real, the score-

board all too familiar.
The Savannah State Tigers

went through an entire season
without winning a game, only the
second NCAA Division I team in
the last half-century to reach the
gold standard for futility.

“Being out in public, walking
around on campus, people make
jokes about you because you’re
not winning,” senior Sherard Red-
dick said. “We’re all just strug-
gling emotionally. It’s hard to de-
scribe.”

But this much is clear: The Ti-
gers have no business being in Di-
vision I, a leap they made a few
years ago with hopes of making a
name for themselves. Instead,
they became a national laughing-
stock.

ESPN even did live “cut-ins”
during its regular programming
to provide updates on Savannah
State’s quest for infamy Monday
night.

The Tigers gave their best
showing of the season but still lost
to Florida A&M 49-44, wrapping
up an 0-28 season.

They joined Prairie View in the
hall of infamy. The Texas school
went 0-28 in 1991-92 — the only
other Division I team in the last
50 years to endure a winless sea-
son.

“It’s unbelievable,” Reddick
said.

At least the Tigers didn’t go
down without a fight. They tied it
at 41 with 1:57 remaining when
Donald Carson — son of former
New York Giants linebacker

Harry Carson — hit two free
throws.

But Michael Harper put Flori-
da A&M (9-13) ahead for good
just 12 seconds later with two foul
shots. Mark Williams hit a long
three-pointer with 14 seconds re-
maining to pull Savannah State to
45-44, but Tony Tate clinched it
at the free throw line for the Rat-
tlers. He made six straight in the
final 24 seconds and led all scor-
ers with 23 points.

Reddick scored 12 points to
pace Savannah State, which kept
it close despite shooting just 22.6
percent (14-for-62) from the field.

Carson was 1-for-15, missing
all seven of his attempts outside
the arc. Williams made only three
of 18. Reddick was about the only
bright spot, hitting six of eight
shots and grabbing 17 rebounds.

Harry Carson traveled from
New Jersey to watch his son’s
final college game, taking part in
ceremonies beforehand to honor
the team’s three seniors.

“You’re not always going to be
the best,” the former football star
said. “You’ve got to learn to deal
with adversity. You’ve got to
learn to deal with disappoint-
ment.”

Savannah State had a chance to
lead at halftime for the first time
all season. But Michael Ayodele
hit a three-pointer with 8 seconds
remaining in the period, putting
Florida A&M ahead 28-26.

“Usually by halftime, we’re los-
ing by 20 points,” said Chris
White, a 19-year-old student who
was among the crowd of 1,357. “I
actually might watch the rest of
the game instead of just talking to
my friends.”

Indeed, the crowd was on its
feet in the frantic final seconds.

But in the end, the result was
the same — another loss.

The Rattlers were clearly re-

lieved to get out of Savannah with
a win. During one of the final tim-
eouts, Darius Glover tried to calm
his teammates. “Come on, guys.
Relax. Relax.”

When Carson shot an airball on
a desperation three-pointer that
could have forced overtime, Flori-
da A&M coach Mike Gillespie
walked in front of the bench and
said defiantly, “We won the ...
game.”

The Tigers won four games last
season, but had to forfeit those be-
cause of an ineligible player —
the son of coach Edward Daniels,
no less. This time, they completed
an imperfect season without hav-
ing to rely on forfeits.

Savannah State lost by an aver-
age margin of nearly 23 points.

Savannah State has only eight
scholarship players — five short
of the Division I limit and the
most striking example of its dubi-
ous decision to move from Divi-
sion II.

The Tigers had modest success
in the lower level — former NFL
great Shannon Sharpe is an alum-
nus — but jumping up has been a
major blunder. The school
doesn’t have enough money to
fully fund any of its programs,
and no conference stepped for-
ward with an invitation.

So, Savannah State plays on as
an independent, with scant hope
of success.

When it was over, Daniels hud-
dled briefly with four of his play-
ers. He told them he was proud of
their effort. He reminded them
that they’ve got their whole lives
to erase the disappointment of
this winless season.

“People remember the last
thing you’ve done,” Daniels said.

“They have a chance to go on
and do some other things. Maybe
they’ll be able to look back and
talk in a lighthearted way about
this.”

Not now.

Savannah St.’s season of futility ends in familiar way

AP

Savannah State’s Mark Williams watches as Florida A&M players walk

to the other end of the court for free-throws in the closing minute of

Savannah State’s 49-44 loss Monday night in Savannah, Ga. Savannah

State became just the second NCAA Division I school in a half-century

to go through an entire season without a victory, finishing 0-28.
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Tech: Red Raiders beat No. 2

for first time in two decades

The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Carl
Krauser and the Pittsburgh Pan-
thers have Syracuse’s number —
at least for now.

Krauser hit three three-point-
ers in the final 7 minutes against
No. 9 Syracuse to help the No. 17
Panthers overcome an
eight-point deficit in a 68-64 victo-
ry Monday night.

“I think it was written that we
were supposed to win this game,”
said Krauser, whose three-point-
er from the top of the key gave
Pitt a 64-60 lead with 47 seconds
left. “We had to come in here and
get a win. It was about sticking to-
gether. We’re going to go a long
way and we’ll sneak up on some
people.”

That’s not likely anymore.
In the past three weeks, the

Panthers have beaten the past
two national champions on the
road, also winning 76-66 at Con-
necticut.

Suddenly, that shocking home
loss to Bucknell in early January
and another to Georgetown three
days later seem all but forgotten.

“People think because we have
a couple of tough losses that we
aren’t any good anymore,” said
Chevon Troutman, who scored 16
of his 20 points from the
free-throw line, including four in
the final minute. “But we’ve been
good for a long time.”

In the first meeting of the
teams just over two weeks ago,
Syracuse raced to a 22-5 lead mid-
way through the first half and
seemed poised for a lopsided
road victory. Krauser had other

ideas.
Held scoreless for 23 minutes,

he scored 19 points in the second
half and the Panthers won 76-69.

Pittsburgh (18-4, 8-3 Big East)
has won seven of the past nine
games against Syracuse (22-4,
9-3), which last season handed
the Panthers their first loss in the
Petersen Events Center after 40
straight victories.

Gerry McNamara was the hero
in that one for the Orange, scor-
ing five points in overtime as Syra-
cuse won 49-46. On Monday, Mc-
Namara had the game in his
hands again with just over a
minute to play and it slipped
away. His three-point attempt
from the right corner went in and
out with Pitt ahead by one point.

“If I make that shot, we’re in
pretty good shape,” said McNama-
ra, who had 16 points and 10 as-
sists but missed 10 three-point at-
tempts. “We shouldn’t be losing
these games at home. We’re sup-
posed to win them. It shouldn’t
have come down to the end. We
should have put them away.”

Krauser made sure of that 22
seconds later.

“It was one of those games you
just want everything to go right in
crunch time,” said Krauser, who
scored 15 points. “I was real
happy that things did go right be-
cause we battled back from hard
adversity being here in the Carri-

er Dome. Honestly, I didn’t even
know where I was when I shot the
ball.”

Pittsburgh won for the sixth
time in seven games and complet-
ed a season sweep of the Orange,
who were coming off their best
game of the season, a 90-75 win at
No. 25 Villanova on Saturday. The
Panthers shut down Hakim War-
rick, who was called for three
fouls in the first 16 minutes,
matched his season-low with 12
points and had a season-low three
rebounds. And Josh Pace, who
had 21 points against the Wild-
cats, played 33 minutes, took only
two shots and failed to score.

“I let the team down,” said War-
rick, who was unable to get the
crowd or his teammates charged
up with one of his resounding
dunks.

“The shots just didn’t go down
for us. We got some good looks
those last couple of minutes, but
they went in and out. That’s the
way it goes sometimes.”

Pitt’s comeback was impres-
sive because it came late in the
not-so-friendly confines of the
Carrier Dome, where Syracuse
has been nearly invincible in the
past year. Connecticut broke the
Orange’s 16-game home winning
streak a week ago and Pitt made
it two straight losses.

No. 14 Utah 71, Wyoming 62:
At Salt Lake City, Andrew Bogut
had 31 points and 13 rebounds
and Utah extended its winning
streak to 17 games.

Utah (22-3, 10-0 Mountain
West) improved to 14-0 at home
this season.

Marc Jackson and Richard
Chaney each scored 12 points for
the Utes, who used a 13-0 run and
held Wyoming (14-9, 6-4) score-
less for a 7-minute stretch to pull
away midway through the second
half.

Jay Straight led the Cowboys
with 16 points.

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Al-
fred Neale scored 18 points and
Danny Granger got his 10th dou-
ble-double of the season in New
Mexico’s 63-52 victory over Air
Force Monday night.

Neale, the Lobos’ sixth man
most of the season, got to start
and made the most of it. He hit
eight of 11 shots and sparked an
11-0 run by New Mexico to start
the game, scoring on a reverse
layup, a three-pointer and an of-
fensive rebound.

Granger, held to four points in
the first half, finished with 17
points and 14 rebounds.

New Mexico (18-6, 5-4 Moun-
tain West) used its quickness on
defense to force the Falcons into
low-percentage shots most of the
game. Air Force (15-9, 6-3 MWC)
got its first points of the game on
a three-pointer by Matt McGraw
with 13:56 left in the first half.

McGraw, who was 5-for-6 on
threes, led the Falcons with 17
points.

Dan Nwaelele added 12, but
Air Force hit just 19 of 53 shots.
The Falcons stayed close by hit-
ting 10 threes.

After the sluggish start, the Fal-
cons steadily chipped away at the
Lobos’ early lead and got their
only tie of the game after New
Mexico reserve center Sean Phal-
er was called for a flagrant foul
with 59 seconds left in the first
half.

Air Force center Nick Welch
got a steal and a layup to get the
Falcons within 23-22. As Welch
tried to get back up the court,
Phaler pushed him into the
stands. Welch hit one of the two
free throws off the technical, but
New Mexico went ahead on a
layup by David Chiotti just ahead
of the first-half buzzer.

The Falcons’ shooting troubles
resurfaced in the second half, as
Air Force scored just four points
— baskets by Nwaelele and
McGraw — in the first 10 minutes
of the second half.

AP

Pittsburgh’s Carl Krauser, left, celebrates after drawing a shooting foul

during the second half in Syracuse, N.Y., on Monday. Krauser, who

scored 15 points, hit three three-pointers in the final 7 minutes of No.

17 Pittsburgh’s 68-64 victory over ninth-ranked Syracuse.

New Mexico’s

Neale makes

most of start

vs. Air Force

TECH, FROM BACK PAGE

“We really hung in there,” he
said.

“Our players did a good job of
staying in the game. We came up
with some plays that we had to
make when we had to make
them.”

Kansas’ goal is still to finish
first in the conference.

“I think what makes (this loss)
hard to absorb is it was right
there,” Self said. “That’s what’s
frustrating. There’s so much at
stake when you’re talking about
the league and NCAAs, and obvi-
ously to lose a game like this is
going to be very disheartening.”

Texas Tech shot 46 percent
from the field (28-for-61), includ-
ing 5-for-15 from three-point
range. The Jayhawks finished
30-for-74 (40 percent), including
8-for-22 from beyond the arc.

Kansas’ other defeat was an
83-62 loss at Villanova on Jan. 22.

The Red Raiders entered the
Top 25 last week for the first time
this season, but they dropped out
Monday following a loss at Iowa
State on Saturday.

The last time the Red Raiders
beat a team ranked No. 2 was in
1985 over Southern Methodist.

No Tech players were made
available to the media after the
game.

Pitt makes Syracuse
latest victim on road
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BY BETSY BLANEY

The Associated Press

LUBBOCK, Texas — No one dislikes the
three-point shot more than Texas Tech
coach Bob Knight and a few weeks ago he
even derided Darryl Dora’s ability from
that range.

There was no knocking Dora on Monday
night after his three with 3.6 seconds re-
maining in the second overtime gave the
Red Raiders an 80-79 victory over No. 2
Kansas.

“He shot a little bet-
ter tonight, that one
time,” Knight said of
Dora, who entered the
game 9-for-23 from be-
yond the arc. “We
must have coached
him a little bit better
this week.”

It was the first loss
in the Big 12 this sea-
son and just the sec-
ond overall for the Jay-
hawks.

A desperation shot
by Aaron Miles
bounced off the back-
board as the buzzer
sounded and the fans
flooded the court and
began to chant
“Bobby, Bobby,” for
Knight, who beat Kan-
sas for the first time in
his four seasons at
Texas Tech. It im-
proved the Red Raid-
ers’ all-time record
against Kansas to
2-15.

Keith Langford
scored all five points
in the second overtime
for the Jayhawks (20-2, 10-1), who led
79-74 with 2:50 to go only to see the Red
Raiders score the last six points.

The 6-foot-9 Dora, who had missed his
first four three-point attempts, got the
chance to take the game-winner for the
Red Raiders (16-6, 8-3) when Miles was
called for traveling with 7.9 seconds left
after grabbing the rebound of a missed
three-pointer by Jarrius Jackson.

“I thought I got the rebound. Obviously
they were trying to foul, I guess the refs

didn’t see it,” Miles said. “It shouldn’t have
even come down to that. We had posses-
sion, and I turned the ball over. That could
have been taken care of if we had taken
care of the ball.”

Knight thought the five-point lead might
have been too much for his team to over-
come.

“The one time when I thought the game
had gotten away from us was in the second
overtime when they went up five points,”
Knight said. “Until then I thought we were

in the game the whole
time. The thing looked
like it had been taken
away from us.”

Kansas coach Bill
Self took the blame for
Dora getting the shot
out of a timeout.

“That’s my fault,” he
said. “I didn’t tell them
to not let him shoot a
three-pointer. I just
told them to defend
him.”

Kansas forced the
overtime when Lang-
ford scored on a drive
with 4.1 seconds left to
tie it at 69.

The Jayhawks sent
the game to a second
overtime when Chris-
tian Moody tipped in a
missed layup by
Wayne Simien with 1
second to play to tie it
at 74.

“Both teams were
fighting their tails off
to the end and in over-
time, and unfortunate-
ly for us they made the
last play,” Self said.

Martin Zeno led
Texas Tech with 24 points, while Ronald
Ross had 21 points, 11 rebounds and seven
assists.

Langford led the Jayhawks with 24
points and Simien added 20 points and 13
rebounds.

Kansas finished with a 48-28 rebounding
advantage.

Knight praised the tenacity of his play-
ers.

SEE TECH ON PAGE 35

Texas Tech topples Kansas
SPORTSSPORTS

AP

Texas Tech coach Bob Knight, right,

instructs Ronald Ross on Monday

night. The Red Raiders defeated

Kansas for the first time during

Knight’s four years as coach.

Savannah State men end long season at 0-28 Page 34

Dora’s three-pointer lifts Red Raiders over No. 2 Jayhawks in second OT

AP

Texas Tech’s Martin Zeno (3) attempts to score against Kansas’ Wayne Simien (23) during

the second overtime Monday at the United Spirit Arena in Lubbock, Texas. Texas Tech

upset No. 2 Kansas 80-79 in double overtime — just its second win ever in the series.
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